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Metolius River 

Wednesday August 19 

Three Creek Lake 

Saturday August 22 

S. Umpqua River 

In This Issue 

 From the President 

 August Outings 

 East Lake Outing Report 

 Fishing with the Frog 

 2015 International Fly 

Fishing Fair 

 Rogue on the Fly—A Fly 

Fisher’s Rendezvous 

 Fly of the Month 

August Casting Clinic 
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Center 
Note the CHANGE IN DATE 
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Search “Santiam Flycasters” 

Each August the Santiam Fly Casters offer a casting clinic for the 
general public and club members.  Warm-up casting begins at 6:00 
pm on the lawn area in front of Pringle community Center. 

While equipment is provided for the general public, feel free to 
bring your own equipment to use. 

Because of a conflict with the IFFF conclave in Bend, we have 
changed our August casting session to August 20.  We hope you can 
make it.  Casting will start around 6:00. 

We will serve some hot dogs and maybe some other special food, 
so don’t eat a big dinner before coming down to cast or visit. 

This is a great chance to get some special help from our certified 
casters, so bring your rod.  It is also an opportunity to socialize with 
other members and visitors about fly fishing or life in general, enjoy 
a pleasant summer evening, and maybe plan a fishing trip. 

 

Project Healings Waters—On the last Tuesday of each 

month, we work with Project Healing Waters to help our veterans 
learn to tie flies.  This group has basic tying skills and works to tie 
individual fly patterns.  They meet from about 4:00 to 6:00 in the 
basement of the VFW Hall at 630 Hood Street here in Salem. 

If you would like to help our vets in this activity or would like to 
take part in learning to tie flies, we welcome your help and 
participation.  It is an enjoyable and fulfilling activity. 

If you have questions, please feel free to contact me at 
Kenkarnosh@gmail.com or Frank Flux at 1finespringer@gmail.com. 

We also have another session for beginning fly tyers on the second 
Tuesday of each month at the Vets Center at the corner of Pine and 
Portland Road if you are interested in that.  Thanks for your help. 

mailto:Kenkarnosh@gmail.com
mailto:1finespringer@gmail.com
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Board Members Wanted 

The Santiam Flycasters 
want you! We are looking 
for a few good men and 
women. If you are inter-
ested in helping decide 
who our presenters are 
and where we go for our 
outings, please join us. 
Or, if you just want to 
find out what goes on 
during the board meet-
ings or want to share 
your opinion; please join 
us. No experience needed, 
just your interest in fly fish-
ing is all it takes to be a 
board member. 
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From the President 
By Ken Karnosh 
Boy, it sure rained on us during our lunch at 
East Lake!  We need to replace the guy that 
scheduled the meal at that time, but fishing 
was pretty good during the time that we could 
have had our meal later in the afternoon.  
Sounds like it all worked out, but we were sure 
glad to use the club canopy. 

Although we got several showers at East Lake, it 
probably didn’t do much for their drought over 
there.  And, we sure didn’t get any of the rain 
here at home.  We and all of the fish in our 
streams are going to be in dire need of the fall 
rains when they finally get here. 

All of you received my e-mail from the Reel Recovery program asking for fishing 
buddies to help at their August 17 and 18 sessions on the Umpqua.  Reel Recov-
ery and Casting for Recovery are very helpful programs for men and women who 
have or have had cancer.  If you are able to help them in any way, they are very 
appreciative of your help. 

It is hard to believe, but we are approaching the downhill side of summer.  I hope 
that your gardens are producing good crops of flowers and vegetables and that 
you have been, or will be, able to enjoy a little summer fun as well.  There are still 
lots of places to catch fish and the cooler nights will soon make those finny crea-
tures hungrier to get ready for winter! 

See you on the water. 

August Outings 

In August, we will have three outings:  

August 8-Metolius River.  If you plan to camp, there should be some of us at the 
Smiling River Campground located just below Camp Sherman.  Potential fly 
patterns include caddis, PMDs, golden stoneflies, and midges.  Check Westfly-
Oregon for more fishing information.  This is an unofficial outing, so the club will 
not provide a meal. 

August 18-Three Creek Lake.  Yes, this is our first mid-week outing because of the 
small number of camping spots at the lake.   A floating device will provide the 
best fishing access.  The Carey Special fly has been successful in the past, fished 
on an intermediate or Type 3 line, but woolly buggers and callibaetis patterns 
should also work, with dry fly action in morning and evening.  This is an unofficial 
outing, so the club will not provide a meal.  To get to the lake, drive to Sisters and 
turn south onto USFS Road 16 in mid-town. 

August 22-Umpqua River.  Let’s go catch smallmouth bass!  The water is lower, 
but there are lots of smallmouth in there.  A pontoon boat is the best floating de-
vice for this 3+ mile trip.  Use a 4-6 weight rod, intermediate or Type 3 sinking 
line, and woolly bugger, clouser, or similar flies, preferably beadhead or weighted.  
We will camp and take out at Elkton RV Park.  Join us for Saturday breakfast at 
either Arlene’s or Tomaselli’s at 7:30 or so, if you want, and we’ll assemble by 
9:00 to shuttle upriver.  The club will provide an entrée for Saturday evening meal 
if you want to bring a small side dish to share.  To get there, drive south on I-5 
past Cottage Grove and take the Highway 38/Drain turnoff through Drain to 
Elkton. 
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East Lake Outing Report 

East Lake in Central Oregon, provided the back drop for our 
scheduled outing for the month of July.  Nineteen members 
of Santiam Flycasters ventured forth to this famed blue rib-
bon fishery the weekend of July 10th, in search of the ever 
elusive trout and kokanee that this fabulous lake has to 
offer.   

Nestled in the caldera of Newberry Crater National Monu-
ment, and located just to the north of La Pine, this large 
natural impoundment offers numerous challenges for the 
fly fisherman.  Not the least of which, is the unpredictable 
weather that one might encounter at its 6300 foot eleva-
tion.  You can get sunburned one day, and snowed on the 
next, even in July.  Or, as was the case this year, you might 

get rained on.  A lot.  And, there is always, the ever present 
               westerly winds. 

We arrived Friday afternoon in the midst of a really good thunder storm, which stayed with us in various lev-
els of intensity throughout the weekend.  Not to be deterred however, our hardy fish pursuers continued to 
venture to the water (well, at least some of them) in search of their quarry.  Most achieved some level of 
success, with several reports of catches of the new Black 
Water trout that ODFW has planted to combat the Tui-
chubs that have plagued us for many years.  These highly 
carnivorous trout must be doing their job, because very 
few chubs were reported.  And, although there were sev-
eral Rainbows and Kokanee also caught, I have it on good 
authority that the world record for the massive Brown 
Trout, that are resident to the lake, is still in tact.  Oh well, 
maybe next year. 

The club provided the main dish of Tri-tip steak for lunch, 
cooked up by chef Steve Reynolds, and accompanied by 
the great side dishes brought by the members.  Bob Karau 
furnished a great pancake breakfast on Sunday morning to 
send us on our way home.  It may have been one of the 
wettest weekends in our annals, but nobody went home hungry.  

Regardless of the weather,  East Lake remains one of Oregon’s premiere destination fisheries.  You just need 
to be aware of  the weather forecast.  Oh yea, and always take your rain coat! 

Ricky’s Fish Picture 

East Lake Lunch 

Bob’s  Fish 

 
It was my largest of the day, 20".  When I got back to 
my pontoon boat after a very hard rain at lunch I no-
ticed several spinner mayflies on the pontoons.  I 
thought why not try dry, after all I had zero luck on wet 
flies.  Had 5 others over 17 inches.  Caught it on a #14 
Adams, 4 wt rod with a dry line.    
 
Bob Karau 



 

 

Fishing with the 
Frog 

By Howard Palmer 

 

The Art of Being Wrong 

Once again, I have been hum-
bled by the fact, that I am 
sometimes wrong on certain 
issues.  Not that I am very 
often.  I’m just prone to ap-
pearing to be, and you can rest 
assure that my wife will be there to set the record straight.  I really believe that 
it’s simply a matter of “control,” or more accurately said, “who’s in 
charge.”  And, for those of us who have been married for a few years, we don’t 
even need to ask.  We really would like to believe that, as the man of the house, 
WE ARE RIGHT.  Yet we know full well that we are not.   

Still, we continue to stub our toes, as we stomp our feet in an effort to prove 
some moot-less point; knowing full well that we are going to be proven wrong in 
the end.  Although being wrong is neither a crime, or a sin, women are firmly 
convinced that we are most of the time. 

The classic question remains; If a man is standing alone in a peaceful spring 
creek, and makes a perfect cast, is he doomed to be wrong in what he 
did?  What a stupid question.  Of course he is.  He could, after all, have fallen in 
the water and drowned.  Not to mention the fact that the fly he was using was 
probably tied with the wrong hackle.  Or, that our hapless fisherman refused to 
stop for directions, is hopelessly lost, and is now fishing the wrong river in the 
first place. 

Let’s face it guys.  It all goes back to Adam and Eve, because as Adam let Eve talk 
him into taking a bite of that apple, God surely must have raised his eye brows, 
knowing  knew full well, that man would be forever doomed to a life of being 
wrong; no matter what we do.  The most Ironic part being that just maybe, God 
had raised “her” eyebrows. 

See you on the water; 

Howard 

 

Speaking of fish         
heroes   . . .  Check out 
this 17” 3lb 2 oz small-
mouth bass Larry  
caught on the 
Willamette float trip on 
July 25. 

 

 

2015 

Upcoming 

Outings  

 

Big Fish Hero Awards 

If you catch a nice fish, 

remember to measure 

at least its length, take 

a picture, and submit it 

for a chance to win a 

Big Fish Hero award!  

Look for information on 

our club website. 

August 8 Metolius River  

Aug. 19 Three Creek Lake 

Aug. 22 South Umpqua  

River  

Sept. 12 Salmon River  

Sept. 26 Willamette River  

Oct. 10 Crooked River  

Oct. 24 Deschutes River 

(Warm Springs to 

Nov.  14 Trask River  

Nov. 21 Nestucca River  
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Become a Better Fly 
Caster 

Learn skill and knowledge to 
increase your enjoyment fly 
fishing. 

All session are conducted by a 
Certified Instructors. 
 Single-hand casting 
times: 
Monday and Wednesday 2 to 

3:30pm 

Saturday 1 to 2:30pm 
 Two-hand casting times:  
Monday and Wednesday 3:30 to 

5pm 

Saturday 9 to 10:30am 
  Location: 
Wallace Marina Park - West 

Salem Single sessions are on the 

soccer field Two-hand sessions at 

the gravel bar under the 

pedestrian bridge 

Fish Hero Awards 

This year, we will implement a 

Fish Hero Award to recognize 

the person who catches the 

largest fish in any of six 

categories-Rainbow trout, 

Cutthroat trout, Brown trout, 

Steelhead, Largemouth Bass, and 

Smallmouth Bass plus a bonus 

award for largest fish caught 

during a club outing.  We will 

recognize the winners at our 

December meeting. 

All fish must be caught on a fly 

rod and fly, according to ODFW 

definitions.  We are not 

restricting it to Oregon. 

When you catch that big one, 

measure its length, preferably 

take a picture, or have your 

partner witness the 

measurement, and record the 

girth if possible.  Then, submit 

your entry using the entry form 

on our club website. 

For 2015, fish must be caught 

between April 1 and October 31 

and submitted by November 1.  

The International Federation of Fly Fishers will hold its annual Fly Fishing Fair 
in Bend Oregon and will be celebrating “All Things Fly Fishing” August 13th 
thru the 15th 2015.  This event will be the largest gathering of fly fishers from 
all across the United States and the around the world.  The show is open to 
the public so everyone will have the opportunity to join in the fun and learn-
ing experiences. 

The Exhibit hall is open August 13-15 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., where vendors 
will display the latest products they have to offer to the fly fishing enthusiast; 
see tying and casting demonstrations, take free 15 minute casting lessons, 
hour long seminars and more. Other opportunities include a Women’s two 
day University, a 2-Day Fly Fishing Experience, and a Youth Camp.  Workshops 
will be available from August 11-15. For a full schedule of events and how to 
sign up, go to www.fedflyfishers.org and click on the Fly Fishing Fair tab. 
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Rogue on the Fly — A Fly Fisher’s Rendezvous 

Join us for a weekend of fun on the Rogue River at Indian Mary Park for our 
first annual Rogue on the Fly event. We are carrying the torch custom rod 
builder Gary Anderson lit 10 years ago when he started his Two Hands at Tou 
Velle event. Gary's event was exclusively a Spey event, but Rogue on the Fly is 
a steelhead fly fishing event, including and welcoming all fly-fishing methods. 
The weekend agenda includes casting presentations, fly tying demos, 
sponsored games (Steelhead Olympics), great food, and live music. Fly fishing 
manufacturers and their reps will be present to show you their stuff and, of 
course, you can try it out. Various vendor and outfitter booths will feature 
their products and wares. All games will be sponsored by conservation groups 
which include prizes. Call it a clave or gathering, we call it Rogue on the Fly, A 
Fly Fisher's Rendezvous.   

 When: Saturday, Sept 19 and Sunday, Sept 20 

Where: Indian Mary Park, just out of Grants Pass, Oregon 

What time: 9am to 5pm Saturday, 9am to 3pm Sunday 

Cost: Free Other details: Camping available at Indian Mary Park, reservations 
required.  September is prime steelhead fishing, so bring your fishing gear.  

More details when available. www.rogueflyfishers.org 

http://www.fedflyfishers.org
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WILLAMETTE RIVER FLOAT 

By Howard Palmer 

Ten members of the Santiam Flycasters (plus a guest from Project Healing Waters visiting from 
Texas) gathered together at Keizer Rapids on Saturday July 25, for a six mile float of the 
Willamette River to Wheatland Ferry.  Despite a brief period of light rain, the weather proved 
most favorable for our pursuit of the resident Small Bass and Pike Minnows (you probably know 
them better as “Squawfish”).   The cloud cover was actually a blessing that provided a most 
pleasant day on the water. 

 Because of the low water conditions, the river is barely flowing at about one knot, which kept 
our adventurers on the water for a full six hours; plenty of time to throw our best fur and feath-
er creations to the local natives that were most willing to take our offerings.  Several nice bass 
were taken, as were many Pike Minnows in the 19 inch range.  Both of these warm water fishes 
can provide violent strikes and a real fight on a fly rod.  The ones that I caught always seemed to 
have a sixth sense as to just when I was trying to pour a cup of coffee. 

Three to four pound specimens of both of these fish are not uncommon, and the Small Mouth 
provide excellent table fare.  I am sure the lowly Pike Minnow would also be good to eat, yet its 
reputation as a “trash fish” keeps most of us from frying them up.  While I understand them to 
be quite bony, local Indian tribes have thrived on them for centuries.  According to ODFW, they 
are an invasive species however, that are preying on our native Salmon and Trout smolts, and 
they (ODFW) encourage keeping all of them you catch.  They probably would make great fertiliz-
er for your roses and rhododendrons even if you didn’t want to eat them.  If you do cook one 
up, let us know how they are. 

If you are interested in making this float, just put out the word.  I'm sure I, or anyone that's done 
it, would love to go again. 



 

 

P.O. Box 691 

Salem, OR 97308 
santiamflycasters@yahoo.com 

www. Santiamflycasters.com 

2015 Membership Application 

 

The Santiam Flycasters, 

P.O. Box 691, Salem, OR 97308 

www.santiamflycasters.com 

Type of Membership (circle one) Regular $25 Family $30 

 

*Note: Dues are from January 1st to December 31st. There is a 50% reduction 

after July 1st for new members. 

 

Name____________________________________________________________ 

Address__________________________________________________________ 

Telephone: ________________  Email ________________________________ 

Family Members: _________________________________________________ 

Are you an FFF Member? (circle one) Yes No 

Please tell us why you want to be a member (please check all that apply):  

___ Hear presentations on various fly-fishing topics 

___ Improve my Fly Tying skills 

___ Improve my Fly Casting skills 

___ Participate in fishing stream and lake improvement projects 

___  Go on fishing trips with other club members 

___ Learn more about fishing in the area 

___ Other, Please specify ______________________________________________________________ 

 

You must sign this release each year when you renew to participate in club activities. 

 

Liability Release and Hold Harmless Agreement 
As a condition of membership or of participation in any activity encouraged on publicized by the Santiam 

Flycasters, I voluntarily assume all risks of my participation. In acknowledgment that I am doing so entirely upon 

my own initiative, risk and responsibility I do hereby for myself, heirs, executors, and administrators agree to re-

mise, fully release, hold harmless, and forever discharge the Santiam Flycasters, all its officers, board members and 

volunteers, acting officially or otherwise, from any and all claims, demands, actions or causes of actions, on account 

of my death or on account of any injury to me or my property that may occur from any cause whatsoever while 

participating in any such Santiam Flycasters activity. I acknowledge that I have carefully read this hold harmless and 

release agreement, and fully understand that it is a release of liability. I further acknowledge that I am waiving any 

rights that I may have to bring legal action to assert a claim against the Santiam Flycasters for its negligence. 

I have read the above statement and agree to its terms as a condition of my membership in the Santiam Flycasters. 

 

X_______________________________________________________________ 

Signature       Print Name          Date 


