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SANTIAMFLYCASTERS.COM February 2015 

A FEATURED ITEM FOR THE AUCTION 

Search “Santiam Flycasters” 

Come and enjoy the Santiam Flycasters Annual Auction.  Bring your 
significant other or a friend who may be interested in fly fishing, and 
enjoy a delicious spaghetti dinner prepared by Chef Howard Palmer and 
his crew.  Suggested donation for the dinner is $6.00 per plate.  The doors 
will open at 6:00 pm and dinner will be served at around 7:00 pm.    
                (continued next page) 



 

 

The auction will have around a 100 items just waiting for your bid(s), 
including lots of fishing equipment, clothing, fly tying tools and materials, 
instructional material. Flies, and other great items.   

We will have several premium items in our usual bucket raffle, so you 
can buy raffle tickets at our regular prices and throw them into the 
bucket(s) of your choice.   

Our live auction will start after dinner.  Again this year, we have a 
number of premium  items, including a several fly rods, a 3-day fish-along 
to a location of your choosing including travel and food, a beautiful 
intaglio wood fish sculpture created for the auction by Bob Karau 
(pictured), a “Bodacious BBQ” for 20 by Steve Morton, a custom fly tying 
table, a casting lesson, and many other very nice items.   

As you know, the Annual Auction is our major fundraiser of the 
year.  Come and enjoy this event while you support the club and show 
your appreciation for all of the donated items.   

February Outing to the  

Middle Fork of the Willamette 
On February 21, we will fish the 
Middle Fork of the Willamette, 
water level permitting, above 
Lookout Point Reservoir.  Since 
it is a long drive, let’s plan to 
meet at the Sportsman’s 
Warehouse parking lot by 7:30 
to carpool if you want. 

To get to the fishing area, drive 
South on I-5 through Eugene, 
take the Highway 58 turnoff, 

turn left at the Lowell turnoff (covered bridge) above Dexter Dam, turn 
right (East) onto West Boundary Road in Lowell, and drive to the upper 
end of Lookout Point Reservoir.  Or, you can drive further up Highway 58, 
turn left at the Westfir turnoff, and come downstream from there.  There 
are several fishing spots in between. 

Recommended equipment is a 4-6 weight rod with floating line for 
nymphing or you could also use a sink tip if you swing flies.  Nymphs 
would include stoneflies, caddis, prince nymphs, soft hackles, etc.  
Swinging flies include Carey Specials, streamers, etc. 

We will provide lunch about noon, so bring a small side dish if you wish. 

From the 
President 
What a great turnout at our 
January meeting!  It is good to 
see our newer members as 
well as several visitors. 

Thanks so much to John 
Rodriguez for his continuing 
episodes of Bugology 101.  He 
has so much knowledge about 
the bugs that fish are looking 
for and how to actually catch 
some of those fish.  Hopefully, I 
am remembering some of that 
to improve my catch rate!  
Thanks, John.  I look forward to 
more of Bugology 101. 

I hope you have been 
replenishing your supply of flies 
this winter.  If not, be sure to 
buy some at our auction on 
February 12, along with 
enjoying a spaghetti dinner. 

I was flabbergasted to win the 
raffle for the trip with Rich at 
the last meeting.  Thanks to all 
of you who bought tickets.  We 
plan to fish the Nestucca in 
early February so hope to have 
a successful report for you. 

See you on the water and at 
the auction. 

Ken Karnosh—SFC President 
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Fishing with the Frog 
By Howard Palmer 

Fun With Fur and Feathers 

 Once again, it has 
been brought to my 
attention, that 
perhaps I spend a bit 
too much time with 
my little “hobby”.  As 
much as I hate to 
admit it, it might just 
be a fact, because a 
quick review of my 
annual financial 
statement this 
month shows quite 
clearly that I have 
spent far more money on fur and feathers this year, than I did on any 
other category under the “Leisure” column.  Entertaining was a close 
second, but that mostly has to do with “adult beverages,” and even some 
of them could technically belong under “fly tying expense.”  Hey, a fella 
can get kind of thirsty playing with a bunch of dry old fly tying materials. 

That being said, it should be pointed out that although I do not have one 
of Mr. Trump’s bottomless checking accounts, we are never the less, 
quite “comfortable financially” in our retirement, and I just don’t worry 
about it.  My wife, on the other hand, willingly worries about a lot of 
things that I don’t.  In her defense, she does come from a long line of 
worriers that have family ties to the hills of Arkansas, and she has always 
had to pinch her pennies.  Her mind set is one of saving whatever you 
don’t need for “essentials” such as food and shelter.  I, on the other 
hand, deem fly tying materials to be one of life’s essentials, and,I know 
full well that if I don’t spend my money on what I want, my kids are going 
to, - and that folks,  just ain’t gonna happen.  The little woman is well 
prepared for in the event of my demise, and as far as I am concerned, 
when I die, if there is more money in my checking account (we each have 
our own) than it takes to bury me, I simply have not done my job 
correctly. 

We do agree however, that the children get to wait until the “second to 
die” as they say, to receive their just reward, or before any of them get to 
play with their inheritance (however meager it may be).  

I surely do hope the little darlings enjoy playing with fur and feathers. . . . 
. . . 

 Tight Lines, I’ll see you on the water 

 Howard  
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 January Outing to Wi-Ne-Ma Lake 

We had a wonderful turnout for the first outing of 2015.  Who would 

have thought a day in January on the Coast could be so nice.  

Wish some summer days were as warm. 

There were about 20 people on the lake in a variety of floating 

craft.  I think if you wanted to compare pontoon boats, this would 

be the event to see the range of options available. 

Included with our group were several Project Healing Waters veter-

ans.  It was a good introduction to fly fishing for them.  The fishing 

report is that almost everyone caught at least one of the native Cut-

throat trout, with the highest number being seven.  Steve was re-

ported as catching the biggest on at about 11”-12.”  Tim counted 

15 species of birds, including the Bald Eagle that flew over.   

Make your plans now to join again with the group February 21 on 

the Middle Fork of the Willamette. 
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FOR SALE 

SCADDEN NAVIGATOR II  

INFLATABLE BOAT/TUBE 

This is a Scadden Navigator II 
Inflatable Boat that can be used 
as a float tube, pontoon boat 
[without a pesky frame,] and can 
be propelled 
with...fins....oars ...or a motor. 

Quite special and unique: 
Price includes: 

 Boat 

 Minn Kota Endura 30 electric 
motor...i 

 Includes 3 batteries… 

 Maximizer… 

 Extra propeller  

 Fish Finder 

 Rod Holder 

 Oars 

$720 

Email... pjhuewe@comcast.net or 
phone 503 363 2578 

FOR FREE TO GOOD HOME 

"UP FOR GRABS” 
The club was given this Net Frame a 
while ago for anyone in the club who 
would like it.  The frame is used for the 
construction of a fishing net from wood 
allowing the wood to be bent in the 
shape of a fishing net.  It is being offered 
to anyone who would like to try their 
hand in net construction.  If you are 
interested in the frame please call Bob 
Karau at 503-559-9326. " 
 
 

Become a Better Fly Caster 

Learn skill and knowledge to increase your enjoyment fly fishing. 
All session are conducted by a Certified Instructors. 
  

Single-hand casting times: 
Monday and Wednesday 2 to 3:30pm 
Saturday 1 to 2:30pm 
  

Two-hand casting times:  
Monday and Wednesday 3:30 to 5pm 
Saturday 9 to 10:30am 
 

Location: 
Wallace Marina Park - West Salem 
Single sessions are on the soccer field 
Two-hand sessions at the gravel bar under the pedestrian bridge 

  

 Casting Tip: 

When fishing heavy flies and/or sink tips remember to slow down your 
casting stroke by starting more slowly and open your casting arc/angle 
on delivery.   

SAGE SPEY ROD FOR SALE 
 

Flycasters! 
 
I am giving up my spey gear. I can no longer handle wading the 
Deschutes. 
Asking  $800 
Please contact me via Email—  

MERLIN.DARBY@GMAIL.COM to arrange a meeting to see the gear, or, I 
can meet during one of the spey casting sessions below the bridge 
for a test run. 
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Welcome These 
New Members 

Jim Brick—Salem 

Michael Zavala — Keizer 

Lynne Justino — Salem 

Aaron Smith — Salem 

Steven Patterson — 
Salem 

 
 
 
ACCESS TO A GREAT 
DRIFT BOAT: 

Would you like access 
to a Drift Boat? In 
exchange for a covered 
area to store my 15 
foot Santiam Drifter 
boat and trailer you 
could have access to 
my boat. A win-win 
situation for both of 
us! 

 Contact Jerrold 
Martisak at  

503-588-7236 or 
jmartisak@icloud.com 

 
 

2015 Upcoming Outings  

February 21 Middle Fork of the Willamette  

March 21 Crooked River  

April 11 Willamette River  

May 23 Davis Lake  

June 13 Trail Bridge Reservoir  

June 27 Deschutes River (Warm Springs to Trout Creek)  

July 11 East Lake  

July 25 North Santiam River (Stayton to Shelburn)  

August 15 Metolius River  

August 19 Three Creek Lake 

August 22 South Umpqua River  

September 12 Salmon River  

September 26 Willamette River  

October 10 Crooked River  

October 24 Deschutes River (Warm Springs to Trout Creek)  

November 14 Trask River  

November 21 Nestucca River  
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It IsTime to Renew Your Membership   

If you haven’t done so already, this is an excellent time to renew your 
membership for 2015.  Dues remain the same low price of $25 or indi-
viduals or $30 for families.  Use the form at the back of the newsletter 
to renew your membership, or download the form from the Santiam 
Flycasters website (www.santiamflycasters.com).   You can drop off 
the signed membership renewal form and payment at the  monthly 
meeting, or mail to: Santiam Flycasters, PO Box 691, Salem, OR 
97308.   

Thanks for your support of the club 

tel:503-588-7236
mailto:jmartisak@icloud.com
http://www.santiamflycasters.com


 

 

February Fly of the Month 

Scud / Nymph 

Presented by Jim Ferguson 

The Scud / Nymph is a general nymph pattern on a scud hook using the J:sonSweden Realistic Nymph Back material. This back material comes in 

three sizes.  I used a fairly heavy and stout hook in this step-by-step since I am planning on using it where some larger fish live. Other back mate-

rial could be used such as thin skin.  This nymph should be a good one for winter or early spring use.  I would fish it over weed beds or if out in a 

float tube, get yourself off from the shore and cast back toward the shore or parallel to the shore and work the fly back in short jerks.  When 

using a pattern like this on a lake, I would use a floating line with a sink tip or an intermediate line with a slow irregular retrieve. 

 

 

   Thread:    Olive UTC 70 (8/0) or color to match body 

   Hook:        TMC 2457  #10  (Caddis pupae & shrimp, 2xH, 2xW, 2xS) 

   Eyes:         Black mono 

   Tail:           Fibers from a Grouse or Partridge wing covert 

   Back:         Realistic Nymph Back J:sonSweden size SC1 

   Dubbing:  Paxton's Nymph Dubbing  (mix of 7 colors) 

   Hackle:     Grouse or Partridge soft hackle 

    

Dubbing Mix was made from Paxton's Buggy Nymph  selections - equal amounts of the following colors 

#1 Rust, #4 Drake Brown, #9 Sage Green, #13 Copper, #17 Isonychia, #23 Golden Stone, and #29 Blue Olive.  This may be overboard but dubbings 

seem to be preferred that are mixes.  Just choose a buggy  dubbing mix out of something that aids sinking  (non-antron.) 

 

Tying Step-By-Step Directions 

 

1.  Place hook in the vise, attach thread about 1 eye length behind eye and wrap a thread base towards the rear (Fig #1.)  Adjust the angle of the 

hook in the vise to allow wrapping thread down the bend of the hook (Fig #2.) How far down?  A general guide is the thread, when perpendicular 
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to the hook wire, should make close to a 45 degree angle with the hook point when thread is aligned with the hook point. 

 

            Fig #1                      Fig #2      

 

2.  Select some fibers from a partridge or grouse covert for tail fibers.  Stroke them back to even up the tips (Fig #3) and pull or cut them from the 

stem.  Tie them in at the tail tie in position of the hook shank (Fig #4.)  Tail should be one half to one hook gape in length angled tangent to the 

shank. 

 

           Fig #3                      Fig #4    

 

 

3.  Select the size of nymph back material appropriate for your hook (Fig #5.)  Attach it at the tail tie in position pointing to the rear with the 

rounded side down so it will be oriented correctly when pulled up and over the body (Fig #6) 

 

 

           Fig #5                     Fig #6    

 

 

4.  Dub a short section of the hook shank close to the tail and body tie in position (Fig #7.)  Remount the hook so the shank is level (Fig #8.)  Select 

a soft hackle long enough to make three or more turns around the body and with fibers one to one and a half gape length (Fig #8)  I used hackle 

with longer fibers.  Tie in the hackle by the tip with the good side up so the hackles will flow back when it is wrapped forward.  Take your thread 

forward and attach a set of mono eyes about an eye length behind the eye of the hook.  Secure the eyes with figure eight wraps (Fig #9.) 

 

     Fig #7      Fig #8       Fig #9   
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5.  Wrap the thread back to hackle tie in position and dub the remainder of the body (Fig #10.)  You want to dub a tapered body that is a little 

chunky.  Dub up to the back of the eyes (Fig #11) 

 

              Fig #10            Fig #11   

 

6.  Spiral wrap the hackle forward making 3 to 4 turns.  Tie off behind the eyes.  Separate the fibers to make sure they are distributed close to 

perpendicular to the hook shank (Fig #12.)  Add a small amount of dubbing to your thread and dub around the eyes in figure eight wraps and 

behind and in front of the eyes to form the head (Fig #12.)  Pull the hackle fibers on top of the shank towards the side and direct them downward 

along the sides of the body (Fig #13.)  Bring the back material up and over the body and tie it down in front of the mono eyes and behind the 

hook eye (Fig 13.)  Trim off the wastes.  Whip finish using your thread behind the hook eye.  Two sets of whip finishes using three wraps each 

should be sufficient. 

 

             Fig #12         Fig #13   

 

 

7.  To make the body segmentations, make several wraps behind the eyes and whip finish (Fig #14.)   Cut the thread and re-attach in the middle 

of the shank.  Make sure legs are not trapped as you make several thread wraps to form the segmentation.   Whip finish and cut the thread.  

Make one more thread section towards the rear.  Again, be careful not to trap any of the hackle fibers as you make the wraps.  Whip finish and 

cut the thread.  Stroke the leg fibers down and towards the rear.  Add head cement to the segmentation wraps.  Fig #15 shows a top view. 

 

    Fig #14        Fig #15   
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P.O. Box 691 

Salem, OR 97308 
santiamflycasters@yahoo.com 

www. Santiamflycasters.com 

2015 Membership Application 

 

The Santiam Flycasters, 

P.O. Box 691, Salem, OR 97308 

www.santiamflycasters.com 

Type of Membership (circle one) Regular $25 Family $30 

 

*Note: Dues are from January 1st to December 31st. There is a 50% reduction 

after July 1st for new members. 

 

Name____________________________________________________________ 

Address__________________________________________________________ 

Telephone: ________________  Email ________________________________ 

Family Members: _________________________________________________ 

Are you an FFF Member? (circle one) Yes No 

Please tell us why you want to be a member (please check all that apply):  

___ Hear presentations on various fly-fishing topics 

___ Improve my Fly Tying skills 

___ Improve my Fly Casting skills 

___ Participate in fishing stream and lake improvement projects 

___  Go on fishing trips with other club members 

___ Learn more about fishing in the area 

___ Other, Please specify ______________________________________________________________ 

 

You must sign this release each year when you renew to participate in club activities. 

 

Liability Release and Hold Harmless Agreement 
As a condition of membership or of participation in any activity encouraged on publicized by the Santiam 

Flycasters, I voluntarily assume all risks of my participation. In acknowledgment that I am doing so entirely upon 

my own initiative, risk and responsibility I do hereby for myself, heirs, executors, and administrators agree to re-

mise, fully release, hold harmless, and forever discharge the Santiam Flycasters, all its officers, board members and 

volunteers, acting officially or otherwise, from any and all claims, demands, actions or causes of actions, on account 

of my death or on account of any injury to me or my property that may occur from any cause whatsoever while 

participating in any such Santiam Flycasters activity. I acknowledge that I have carefully read this hold harmless and 

release agreement, and fully understand that it is a release of liability. I further acknowledge that I am waiving any 

rights that I may have to bring legal action to assert a claim against the Santiam Flycasters for its negligence. 

I have read the above statement and agree to its terms as a condition of my membership in the Santiam Flycasters. 

 

X_______________________________________________________________ 

Signature       Print Name          Date 


