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With Denny Rickards 
For the past thirty years 

Denny Rickards has had an 

opportunity to fish and 

guide anglers over some of 

the most challenging 

trophy trout waters in the 

Western United States. 

His simplistic approach and 

techniques on presentation 

have accounted for 

browns over 20 pounds, 

cutthroats to 15 pounds 

and rainbows in excess of 16 pounds.  Over 250 days a year are spent 

doing what he loves best: guiding, writing, tying flies, conducting fly fishing 

schools, and field testing tackle manufacturer’s products  

Denny’s area of expertise is stillwater fly fishing and he focuses primarily 

on the presentation aspects of fly fishing lakes. That includes where to 

fish, proper lines for each depth, pattern choices, retrieves, balancing 

tackle requirements, adjusting for existing conditions, casting for distance, 
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Denny Rickards 

Search “Santiam Flycasters” 

Santiam Flycasters Auction Report 
The SFC auction was a big success.  If you 

missed it, you really missed a good 

one.  We had nearly 150 items available for 

bidding, including several beautiful salmon 

fly display plates, another of Bob Karau’s 

stunning trout sculpture, many boxes of 

flies tied by club members, and a wide   
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Auction Report continued 

variety of other fly fishing and fly tying 

items.  Thanks to Steve Morton for providing 

another gourmet meal for the 

auction.  Steve’s meals usually command the 

highest bid at the auction.  This year was no 

exception.  Special thanks to Bob Gabler for 

his generous donation of a lifetime collection 

of fly tying books, tools and materials, 

including his custom built fly typing 

table.  Bob’s donation will supply the club’s 

annual auction with great items for many 

years to come.   

Around 60 meals were served by Chef 

Howard and his kitchen crew (Steve, Nancy 

and Will).  In all, we had 55 bidder. We 

collected $3,712 revenue, which will go a long 

ways to cover the club’s expenses for the 

year.  

Thanks to everyone who contributed to 

making this year’s auction a success and a fun 

event.  Special thanks to our business 

supporters: Caddis Fly Shop (Eugene), Far 

Bank Enterprises, Salem Audubon, Statesman 

Journal, The Fly Fishing Shop (Welches), Two 

Rivers Fly Shop (Albany), Watershed Fly Shop 

(Corvallis) and Sportsman’s Warehouse 

(Salem). 

From the President 

Our auction fundraiser in February was again a success and a 

fun event as well.  Thanks to all who donated items and 

especially those who purchased them.  Thanks also to the 

kitchen staff, the members who helped set up and clean up, 

our auctioneer Bob Karau, and especially to Tim Johnson who 

spent countless hours to put together another successful 

auction.  Thanks so much to all! 

Part of our club’s mission statement is to provide education 

on fly fishing.  It appears that we probably will provide a half-

day class in April by Dave Hughes on the elements of fly 

fishing.  We provided that class a few years ago and Dave 

shared a wealth of information with us.  More information is 

forthcoming, but make a mental note of this class and 

remember to invite your friends that may also have an 

interest. 

If you didn’t replenish your supply of flies at the auction, you 

probably had better start doing that!  It is about time for 

ODFW to start its regular trout stocking program, plus we 

have a variety of fun outings on the calendar.  If you haven’t 

done any or very many of our outings, plan to join us on a 

few.   

Also, if you would like to have others join you on a fishing 

excursion, use our sfc-fish website to send a message to our 

members.  If you aren’t familiar with that, check the note in 

this newsletter or ask any Board member. 

Much information is available for free on websites.  Westfly 

has information on fly patterns and methods each month for 

many waters.  ODFW has trout stocking and fishing reports.  

Oregon Water Resources has stream levels.  Google any fly 

pattern to learn how to tie and fish it.  Also, I like to check 

newsletters for several other clubs, like Washington County, 

Central Oregon, Rogue, and Southern Oregon.  A wealth of 

information! 

See you on the water. 

 

Ken Karnosh—SFC President 
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Fishing with the Frog 

By Howard Palmer 

Growing Old Just Ain’t for the Faint of Heart 

This past Saturday, 
while fishing the 
Middle Fork of the 
Willamette River, it 
came to mind, that 
perhaps wading is 
probably not the 
wisest thing that I 
should be doing.   

 To begin with, I am 
fast approaching my 
75th birthday (and 
you just thought I 
looked old).  In the 
process, my sense of 
balance got dropped in the water some time ago, and even with a 
wading staff, I tend to be quite unstable.  Actually, clumsy is a far 
more accurate word.  The end result, is that I tend to fall into said 
river, regardless of which river I am wading in.  Thankfully, I have 
been smart enough to stay in water that does not rise above my 
knees, and when I have fallen, only my shirt sleeves and my pride have 
gotten wet. 

 Let’s face it.  Rocks have always have been slick, but I swear that they 
get slicker and slicker each time I step on them.  And, none of them 
are as flat as they used to be.  The end result is a whole lot of knee 
and ankle twisting, that really hurt.  That, coupled with the aches and 
pains from just growing old, has brought me to the realization that 
wading the rivers in pursuit of a bunch of non-user friendly fish, is just 
a really stupid thing to do.  To be perfectly honest, my feet NEVER 
move that fast unless they are seeking more stable footing than that 
stupid, slick, round rock that I am attempting to stand on, or over. 

When you couple this ineptness at wading, with my gross inability to 
catch fish while I am at it, brings me to the realization that perhaps I 
might want to find another way of biding my time.  Don’t get me 
wrong, I am not ready to give up the sport of fly fishing just yet.  
There is after all, our many “Still Water” outings, where setting in my 
pontoon boat provides a much more relaxing adventure.  I just think 
it’s time that I relegate myself to something less abusive during our 
river outings; you know, something like camp cook, or keeper of a 
roaring fire that will sooth my aching joints, and keep me closer to my 
adult beverages. 

  

Tight lines.  I’ll see you on the water.  (Still water that is) 

 Howard 
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2015 Northwest Fly 

Tyer & Fly Fishing Expo 

 

The 2015 Northwest Fly 
Tyer & Fly Fishing Expo, 
held March 13–14 at the 
Linn County Expo Center 
in Albany, OR, celebrates 
its 27th year and is one 
of the nation’s largest fly
-fishing events.  

As usual, this expansive 
event features vendors, 
classes, and 
demonstrations, but the 
cornerstone of the Expo 
is the amazing collection 
of more than 200 
demonstration fly tiers 
dressing everything from 
the tiniest trout flies to 
the showiest Steelhead 
and Atlantic salmon 
patterns. 

Go to the website 
(www.nwexpo.com) to 
register for one of the 
many classes in Fly 
Casting, Fly Fishing, or 
Fly Tying. Expo 
merchandise and tickets 
to Saturday night’s 
benefit banquet and 
auction are also 
available on the website. 

The Expo serves as a 
fundraiser for the 
Oregon Council 
International Federation 
of Fly Fishers. Proceeds 
are used for fisheries 
scholarships, 
conservation grants and 
grants to member clubs.  
per day; free to IFFF 
members, Veterans and 
youth under 18 

• Hours: 9 am–5 pm 
daily 

 

February Outing Report 

Middle Fork of the Willamette 

Twenty hearty souls from Santiam Flycasters enjoyed a marvelous 

sunny day of fishing on the Middle Fork of the Willamette River, 

February 21st.  The weather could not have been better for a Feb-

ruary outing, as we ventured forth in search of our prey.  We, 

however, were far more eager than they, and only a few flies found 

their way into the mouths of the waiting fishes; including one un-

wary Whitefish.  Larry, of course, has all the luck. 

 But, for yours truly (as my wife is quick to advise), “It’s a good thing 

you brought those Hot Dogs” as “Tim, the Fisherman” (turned chef) 

provided a nice respite of grilled Hot Dogs for lunch, that were 

supplemented by the tasty offerings served up by the members of 

the club. 

 All in all, it was a wonderful day on one of  Oregon’s fine fishing 

waters.  We truly are blessed to have so many close at hand. 
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Become a Better Fly 
Caster 

Learn skill and knowledge to 
increase your enjoyment fly 
fishing. 

All session are conducted by a 
Certified Instructors. 
 Single-hand casting 
times: 
Monday and Wednesday 2 to 

3:30pm 

Saturday 1 to 2:30pm 
 Two-hand casting times:  
Monday and Wednesday 3:30 to 

5pm 

Saturday 9 to 10:30am 
  Location: 
Wallace Marina Park - West 

Salem 

Single sessions are on the soccer 

field 

Two-hand sessions at the gravel 

bar under the pedestrian bridge 

 

SFC-Fish Electronic 
Message Board  

 
One of the benefits of being a 
Santiam Flycasters member is 
having access to the SFC-FISH 
electronic message board. 
The message board gives 
members the opportunity to 
communicate with other 
about fly fishing and related 
topics. Once subscribed, you 
can post messages to SFC-
FISH by sending an email to   

 sfc-fish@googlegroups.com  

You will receive messages 
posted by other members via 
your email account. It's as 
easy as that. To subscribe to 
SFC-FISH, simply send an 
email request to     
santiamflycasters@yahoo.com,  

and we'll subscribe you and 
notify you when you can begin 
using the message board. 
Note: your SFC membership 
must be current to be a 
subscriber of SFC-FISH.  

March Outing to the Crooked River 

On March 21, we will 

fish the Crooked River.  

This can be a long day 

trip or an overnight trip. 

To get there, drive East 

on Highway 22 through 

Sisters, veer left onto 

Highway 126 on the 

easterly edge of Sisters, 

drive through Redmond 

to Prineville, turn right 

(South) onto Highway 

27 at the Bowman Dam 

sign in mid-town, and drive about 18 miles to the fishing area.  We plan 

to camp at Cobble Rock Campground, but one could also stay at a motel 

in Prineville. 

Suggested gear is a 4-6 weight rod with floating line.  Flies include small 

(size 16-22) nymphs (pheasant tail, hare’s ear, midge pupae, scud, egg, 

etc.), fished near the creek bottom, and small (size 16-20) dry flies 

(Adams, Griffith’s gnat, BWO emerger, etc.) for the hopeful hatch of 

blue wing olives and midges in the afternoon.  Fishing is all walk and 

wade, so remember your wading staff with the slippery rocks.   

We will provide a lunch at the campground around noon, so bring a 

small side dish to share if you wish.  If you have questions, contact Ken at 

kenkarnosh@gmail.com or by phone at (503)588-2523. 
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Welcome These 
New Members 

Jim Brik, Salem 

Lynne Justino, 
Salem 

Tim Maerz, Salem 

Steven Patterson, 
Salem 

Aaron Smith, Salem 

Donnie Weninger, 
Aurora 

Michael Zavala, 
Keizer    

It Is Time to Renew 

Your Membership   

If you haven’t done so 
already, this is an 
excellent time to renew 
your membership for 
2015.  Dues remain the 
same low price of $25 or 
individuals or $30 for 
families.  Use the form at 
the back of the newsletter 
to renew your 
membership, or download 
the form from the 
Santiam Flycasters 
website 
(santiamflycasters.com).   

 You can drop off the 
signed membership 
renewal form and 
payment at the  monthly 
meeting, or mail to: 
Santiam Flycasters, PO 
Box 691, Salem, OR 
97308.  Thanks for your 
support of the club 

2015 Upcoming Outings  

March 21 Crooked River  

April 11 Willamette River  

May 23 Davis Lake  

June 13 Trail Bridge Reservoir  

June 27 Deschutes River (Warm Springs to Trout Creek)  

July 11 East Lake  

July 25 North Santiam River (Stayton to Shelburn)  

August 8 Metolius River  

August 19 Three Creek Lake 

August 22 South Umpqua River  

September 12 Salmon River  

September 26 Willamette River  

October 10 Crooked River  

October 24 Deschutes River (Warm Springs to Trout Creek)  

November 14 Trask River  

November 21 Nestucca River  
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Miracle Midge (Dry) 

February Fly of the Month 

Miracle Midge 

(One of Ken’s Favorite Flies for the Crooked River) 

This pattern  may be found in the newsletter archives of the Central Oregon Fly Fishers.  http://www.coflyfishers.org/cof/cofnewsletters.php 

And look for the March 2013 issue.  Presented by Bill Seitz. 
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Miracle Midge (Wet) 

INSTRUCTIONS 

1. Debarb hook and attach thread near the eye. 

2. Attach a 4-inch piece of rib material. Then attach a 4-

inch piece of white, single-strand floss. 

3. Pull both the rib and floss along the shank and ad-

vance the thread in close, touching warps to the hook 

bend. 

4. Advance thread back to hook eye and secure with 

half hitch. 

5. Wrap floss to the hook eye and secure with half 

hitch. Be sure the floss flattens out and covers the 

thread when wrapping. 

6. Rib the body with 4 to 5 turns of wire and secure 

near the eye. 

7. Color about 4 inches of tying thread with a black 

marker and make small black head. Secure with a 4-

turn whip finish knot. Put a drop of head cement on 

the head (not floss). 

RECIPE 

Hook:  Size 18 or 20 (curved and straight shank) 

Thread:  Size 70 denier Ultra-thread (peacock blue, 

gray, fluorescent pink, black, red, yellow, and light Cahill) 

Rib: Small copper or gold wire 

Overbody: Single-strand white floss 

 

NOTE 

Even though the fly will look white in your fly box, it 

will turn the color of your tying thread when wet. Pea-

cock blue is my favorite color, but pink, red, and black 

work. You just have to experiment. 

Substitutes: I substitute white Stretch Flex (or similar 

brand name) for the floss. When pulled tight over the 

tying thread you will see the thread color (fly doesn’t 

have to get wet). I also substitute 2 strands of UV Krys-

tal Flash for the floss. In both cases, coat the entire fly 

with head cement (I like Fusion glue) or Sally Hansen’s 

Hard as Nails.  BY BILL SEITZ 



 

 

P.O. Box 691 

Salem, OR 97308 
santiamflycasters@yahoo.com 

www. Santiamflycasters.com 

2015 Membership Application 

 

The Santiam Flycasters, 

P.O. Box 691, Salem, OR 97308 

www.santiamflycasters.com 

Type of Membership (circle one) Regular $25 Family $30 

 

*Note: Dues are from January 1st to December 31st. There is a 50% reduction 

after July 1st for new members. 

 

Name____________________________________________________________ 

Address__________________________________________________________ 

Telephone: ________________  Email ________________________________ 

Family Members: _________________________________________________ 

Are you an FFF Member? (circle one) Yes No 

Please tell us why you want to be a member (please check all that apply):  

___ Hear presentations on various fly-fishing topics 

___ Improve my Fly Tying skills 

___ Improve my Fly Casting skills 

___ Participate in fishing stream and lake improvement projects 

___  Go on fishing trips with other club members 

___ Learn more about fishing in the area 

___ Other, Please specify ______________________________________________________________ 

 

You must sign this release each year when you renew to participate in club activities. 

 

Liability Release and Hold Harmless Agreement 
As a condition of membership or of participation in any activity encouraged on publicized by the Santiam 

Flycasters, I voluntarily assume all risks of my participation. In acknowledgment that I am doing so entirely upon 

my own initiative, risk and responsibility I do hereby for myself, heirs, executors, and administrators agree to re-

mise, fully release, hold harmless, and forever discharge the Santiam Flycasters, all its officers, board members and 

volunteers, acting officially or otherwise, from any and all claims, demands, actions or causes of actions, on account 

of my death or on account of any injury to me or my property that may occur from any cause whatsoever while 

participating in any such Santiam Flycasters activity. I acknowledge that I have carefully read this hold harmless and 

release agreement, and fully understand that it is a release of liability. I further acknowledge that I am waiving any 

rights that I may have to bring legal action to assert a claim against the Santiam Flycasters for its negligence. 

I have read the above statement and agree to its terms as a condition of my membership in the Santiam Flycasters. 

 

X_______________________________________________________________ 

Signature       Print Name          Date 


