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Fly Fishing the North Santiam: The 
River, The Fish, & Current Issues 
With Dave Carpenter 

Since moving to Western Oregon in the 
early 1990s, Dave Carpenter has been 
fishing the North Santiam River and its 
tributaries.  In 2009 he started his guide 
service, Oregon Outdoor Excur-
sions,  and shortly thereafter joined the 
Orvis ELOG program as an Orvis En-
dorsed Fly Fishing Guide.  Having 
lived  at the convergence of the Little 
North Santiam and North Santiam Riv-
ers for the past 12 years, he has gained 
some insight into the river system and 
the aquatic life that resides there.  Up-
wards of 90% of his guided trips are on 
the North Santiam, primarily with cli-
ents from all over the US with skills 
ranging from non-existent to expert. 

For more about Dave check his website  
http://www.oreoutdoor.com or   
Facebook http://www.facebook.com/OregonOutdoorExcursions. 
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Search “Santiam Flycasters” 

Dave Hughes Workshop Recap by Sam Thomas 

On April 18th, we hosted a half-day workshop with Dave Hughes at the 
new Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife headquarters near the Sa-
lem airport. There were 15 participants, including 3 non-members, eager 
to learn from Mr. Hughes about reading trout water, selecting trout flies, 
and tactics for catching trout.  

Dave's presentation style encourages interaction with his audience and 
his advice is practical. I think even some of our seasoned members 
learned a few new things. Several of us continued an informal "class" at 
Gilgamesh Brewing over food and beverage. A big thanks to ODFW for 
providing the classroom space free of charge and to Tim and Ken for 
helping get the classroom set up. If you weren't able to attend, we are 
planning to host more workshops on other interesting topics later this 
year. Details forthcoming. 

http://www.oreoutdoor.com
http://www.facebook.com/OregonOutdoorExcursions
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Board Members Wanted 

The Santiam Flycasters 
want you! We are looking 
for a few good men and 
women. If you are inter-
ested in helping decide 
who our presenters are 
and where we go for our 
outings, please join us. 
Or, if you just want to 
find out what goes on 
during the board meet-
ings or want to share 
your opinion; please join 
us. No experience needed, 
just your interest in fly fish-
ing is all it takes to be a 
board member. 
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From the President 
By Ken Karnosh 
 

If you didn’t attend the Dave Hughes class, 
you missed an informative and fun presen-
tation.  As well as a lot of other things, we 
learned that we just fished one of his favor-
ite stretches of river! 

Thanks to Sam Thomas for doing the leg-
work to arrange the class with Dave.  Also, 
thanks to Tim and Matt for their help as 
well. 

It remains to be seen whether Mother Na-
ture will provide enough rainfall to sustain our waters this Summer.  We 
know she didn’t provide enough snow this Winter, so some of our reser-
voirs probably will not fill to their usual levels and rivers may have very low 
water. 

Low river levels, unfortunately, may affect our planned outings on the 
North Santiam, Umpqua, and Willamette.  We’ll just have to wait and see.  I 
don’t think there’s anything we can do about the weather, though! 

ODFW is in the midst of their trout stocking for the year, so get out and 
give some of those trout some exercise!  Also, I enjoy fishing for warm-
water fish as well, like bass and bluegill.  There are several waters nearby 
that will provide some of that action. 

In June, our meeting will be fly tying demonstrations and a swap meet 
where members may offer their surplus fishing or other gear for sale.  Keep 
that in mind for selling some of your extra gear or picking up some new 
things that you covet! 

See you on the water. 

Ken 

May Outing to Davis Lake 



 

 

By Howard Palmer 

April 11th found 11 hardy souls venturing forth to 

Main Fork of the Willamette River for our 

scheduled outing for the month of April.  We 

floated from Marshal Island (south of the bustling 

metropolis of Harrisburg) to the town itself for a 

distance about 6 miles.  The weather was typical 

for this time of year, with a few short periods of 

rain, intermixed with some blue sky, and warm 

sunshine.  The resident Cutthroat and Whitefish 

were most accommodating, and several found 

themselves impaled upon the many different types 

of flies that were offered to them; including a 

number of rather large fish.  Tim Johnson had the 

magic touch and produced a nice 18” Rainbow, and 

a 19” Whitefish, while Larry Steele came in with a 

lovely 15” Rainbow.  So OK, sometimes size does 

matter.  There were also several Cutthroat that 

came to our member’s nets.  As usual, I personally 

had a delightful boat trip.  My only consolation in 

that is that I wasn’t alone.  
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Fishing with the Frog 

By Howard Palmer 

 

Fish Wagers 

This past weekend, I had 
the pleasure of meeting my 
son at Trail Bridge Reservoir 
for our first camp out of the 
year.  Since he and his wife 
live at Crooked River Ranch, 
and I in Salem, it makes for 
a convenient place to “hook 
up” when we want some 
quality Father/Son bonding 
time.  It is also one of those 
“special” places, in that it is 
where we went when he 
taught me to Fly Fish.  As I 
recall however, it seems to 
me that the fish were much more willing that first time.  Not that I am complain-
ing, as last week’s weather made for a beautiful camping trip. 

It’s just that the fishing SUCKED.  I know that it’s really early in the season, and 
that our friends at ODFW, have not begun stocking the upper reaches of the 
McKenzie River drainage yet.  Still, the reservoir is home to a number of native 
Cutthroat Trout, some stocked holdovers; and of course a large number of resi-
dent Bull Trout.  (Both the resident native trout and the Bull Trout, are of course 
off limits)  That being said, they do indeed have a penchant for annoying anyone 
who happens to be there to fish; in that they roll and jump pretty much all day 
while totally ignoring the finest fur and feather renditions we had.  There were 
several different types of hatches going on all day, and you would think that the 
fishing should have been wonderful.  That being said however, I really don’t 
think the fish were really there for the fishing in the first place. 

No, I think these fish were taking turns rolling just so their buddies could form 
betting pools to see how long it would take those of us who were there for the 
fishing, to gear up and get a line in the water.  I suppose also, that their purpose 
in life could well have been to gather intelligence on the type of flies we were 
using so that that information could be posted on the local fish bulletin boards, 
or Fish Face-book.  Whatever their purpose in life was for tormenting us, I want 
them to know that they were successful.  They really did p__s me off. 

Well next time is going to be different, and it’s gonna be payback time.  ODFW 
reinforcements are on the way and stocking has begun.  Carmen and Clear Lake 
were stocked the week of April 21st, and Trail Bridge is scheduled for the first 
week in May,  - -  I SHALL RETURN. 

 See you on the water.  

Howard 

 

 

2015 

Upcoming 

Outings  

 
 

May 23 Davis Lake  

June 13 Trail Bridge       

Reservoir  

June 27 Deschutes River 

(Warm Springs to 

Trout Creek)  

July 11 East Lake  

July 25 North Santiam River 

(Stayton  to       

Shelburn)  

August 8 Metolius River  

Aug. 19 Three Creek Lake 

Aug. 22 South Umpqua  

River  

Sept. 12 Salmon River  

Sept. 26 Willamette River  

Oct. 10 Crooked River  

Oct. 24 Deschutes River 

(Warm Springs to 

Trout Creek)  

Nov.  14 Trask River  

Nov. 21 Nestucca River  
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Become a Better Fly 
Caster 

Learn skill and knowledge to 
increase your enjoyment fly 
fishing. 

All session are conducted by a 
Certified Instructors. 
 Single-hand casting 
times: 
Monday and Wednesday 2 to 

3:30pm 

Saturday 1 to 2:30pm 
 Two-hand casting times:  
Monday and Wednesday 3:30 to 

5pm 

Saturday 9 to 10:30am 
  Location: 
Wallace Marina Park - West 

Salem Single sessions are on the 

soccer field Two-hand sessions at 

the gravel bar under the 

pedestrian bridge 

Fish Hero Awards 

This year, we will implement a 

Fish Hero Award to recognize 

the person who catches the 

largest fish in any of six 

categories-Rainbow trout, 

Cutthroat trout, Brown trout, 

Steelhead, Largemouth Bass, and 

Smallmouth Bass plus a bonus 

award for largest fish caught 

during a club outing.  We will 

recognize the winners at our 

December meeting. 

All fish must be caught on a fly 

rod and fly, according to ODFW 

definitions.  We are not 

restricting it to Oregon. 

When you catch that big one, 

measure its length, preferably 

take a picture, or have your 

partner witness the 

measurement, and record the 

girth if possible.  Then, submit 

your entry using the entry form 

on our club website. 

For 2015, fish must be caught 

between April 1 and October 31 

and submitted by November 1.   

May Outing to Davis Lake 

On May 23, we will fish 
Davis Lake on the South end 
of the Cascade Lakes 
Highway.  Davis Lake used to 
be known for its lunker 
rainbows, but now 
Largemouth Bass are the 
main target although there 
is still a fair population of 
the rainbows. 

We will camp at Lava Flow 
Campground on the 
northeast corner of the lake.  
It has no water supply, so 
bring your own.  To get 
there, I prefer to drive South 
on I-5 past Eugene, turn 
onto Highway 58 and drive about 65 miles over the Pass, turn left 
onto the Crescent turnoff (USFS Road 61), drive about 3 miles and 
turn left (North) onto USFS Road 46, drive about 9 miles to the 
campground turnoff on the left. 

Suggested gear is 5-8 weight rods with sinking line.  Flies include 
large woolly buggers, leeches, streamers, and bunny leeches for 
both trout and bass. 

The club will provide an entrée for a late Saturday afternoon meal, 
so bring a small side dish to share if you wish. 
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May Fly of the Month 

By Jim Ferguson 

SLOAN’S PARALYZER 

 

Designed by Dave Sloan 

   Hook:     TMC 100  sizes 6 - 10 

   Wing post:    Calf body hair 

   Tail:      Two strands of pearl Krystal Flash 

   Body:      Olive-brown Superfine Dry Fly Dubbing 

   Rib:      6/0 thread  ( I used olive, reversed wrapped) 

   Body hackle:   Grizzly, clipped short 

   Parachute hackle:   Grizzly 

   Under wing:   Pearl Krystal Flash 

   Wing:      Elk body hair  (I used elk bleached cream/white) 

 

This fly is pictured and featured in an article, "Lower Yuba River, CA", by Greg Vinci printed in the November / 

December 2014 issue of "Northwest Fly Fishing."  This fly looks like a good one to use in any pocket water  

where stones or caddis are present. 

 

Step -By - Step Directions 

 

1.  Mount hook in the vise, attach thread leaving head space and wrap a thread base to the half way position 
on the shank and then wrap forward to the 1/3 shank position. (Fig. 1) 

2.  Select, stack, pre-glue and attach the white calf body hair with the waste ends to the rear. (Fig. 2) Raise 
the butt ends to almost vertical and trim the butts.  This should produce a slanted butt cut off zone.  (Fig. 3)  
Tie down the stubs, bring your thread forward  to a position in front of the calf body hair.  Raise the calf tail 
up to form the wing post and make several wraps in front.  Make wraps up the wing post and back down and 
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form the post so it stays verticle.  (Fig 4)  Apply head cement to the wraps and post. 

3.   Wrap the thread to the rear tail tie in position.  (Fig 5) 

4.  Attach two strands of Krystal Flash to form the tail.  I took the thread a little forward and tied in the strand 
of Krystal Flash on top of the shank near the post waste end and then folded the Flash over towards the rear 
and bound down the Flash.  This fills in the drop off behind the wing post  tie down.  Trim the tail to about 
body length or 1  times the gape. (Fig 6) 

5.  Attach the thread ribbing material.  I used a doubled over olive 6/0 thread.  Attach the body hackle. 

If you use a regular sized hackle, the directions are to trim it short.  I used a midge sized hackle and did not 
have to trim it shorter.  (Fig 7) 

6.  Take the thread almost to the back tail tie in position.  Dub a body using the Olive-brown Superfine Dry Fly 
Dubbing.  Leave a space for attaching the wing behind the post.  I went a little too far forward in my example. 
(Fig 8) 

7.  Wrap the hackle forward over the body using about 5 or 6 open turns.  Tie off the waste.  Reverse wrap 
the ribbing thread while wiggling it thru the hackle fibers.  Tie off the rib waste material.  Trim the hackle and 
ribbing waste.  (Fig 9) 

8.  Tie on the under wing Pearl Krystal Flash.  (Fig 10) 

9.  Select, clean, and stack the Elk body hair for the wing.  I pre-glue and pre-cut the wing material.  Tie on the 
wing making several secure wraps.  Cement the covered stub area.  (Fig 11)  The wing should extend back to 
the bend or just slightly longer.  My wing is a little long and sparse.  You can make a wrap around the elk hair 
butts prior to securing it to the shank.  Wrap forward in tightening wraps and come back with some secure 
wraps but do not make a real tight wrap at the initial tie in location.  If you do, the wing material will flare. 
more than you want. 

10.  Select and prepare the grizzly hackle by stripping off the fluff.  Tie in the hackle stem by the butt in front 
of the post.  Leave enough bare stem to bind it down to the post.  Bind the stem to the post and bring the 
thread back to the wing tie in position.  (Fig 12) 

11.  Dub a thorax and wrap the dubbing behind and in front of the wing post.  End with the thread just in 
front of the wing post.  (Fig 13) 

12.  Wrap the hackle around the post.  Each wrap should be just below the one above it.  Tie off the hackle by 
taking the thread up and around the stem binding it to the post.  Wiggle the thread as you make several 
wraps to keep from binding down hackle fibers. (Fig 14)  Bring the thread to the front, form the head and 
whip finish.  Trim the hackle tip waste.  Put a drop of head cement on the head and post area.  There are two 
ways to wrap the hackle.  You can wrap the hackle so the fibers curve down or you can wrap the hackle al-
lowing the fibers to curve up.   Books will give advantages to both methods.  When  wrapped with curve up-
wards, the fly is supposed to sit a little lower into the water film.  Hackle choice is another variable to consid-
er.  Usually, we use an oversize hackle for the parachute.  With the elk hair wing and dry fly dubbing you 
might want to scale back the hackle length on the post.  (Fig 14)  

I cleaned up (trimmed away)  some of the hackle fibers to clean up the post zone.  (Fig 15)  You may want to 
fuzz up the bottom of the thorax a little. 
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Fig 1            Fig 2  

 

Fig 3           Fig 4     Fig 5  

 

Fig 6       Fig 7    Fig 8  

 

Fig 9         Fig 10        Fig 11  

 

Fig 12           Fig 13   

 

 Fig 14  Fig 15  



 

 

 

 
 

P.O. Box 691 

Salem, OR 97308 
santiamflycasters@yahoo.com 

www. Santiamflycasters.com 

2015 Membership Application 

 

The Santiam Flycasters, 

P.O. Box 691, Salem, OR 97308 

www.santiamflycasters.com 

Type of Membership (circle one) Regular $25 Family $30 

 

*Note: Dues are from January 1st to December 31st. There is a 50% reduction 

after July 1st for new members. 

 

Name____________________________________________________________ 

Address__________________________________________________________ 

Telephone: ________________  Email ________________________________ 

Family Members: _________________________________________________ 

Are you an FFF Member? (circle one) Yes No 

Please tell us why you want to be a member (please check all that apply):  

___ Hear presentations on various fly-fishing topics 

___ Improve my Fly Tying skills 

___ Improve my Fly Casting skills 

___ Participate in fishing stream and lake improvement projects 

___  Go on fishing trips with other club members 

___ Learn more about fishing in the area 

___ Other, Please specify ______________________________________________________________ 

 

You must sign this release each year when you renew to participate in club activities. 

 

Liability Release and Hold Harmless Agreement 
As a condition of membership or of participation in any activity encouraged on publicized by the Santiam 

Flycasters, I voluntarily assume all risks of my participation. In acknowledgment that I am doing so entirely upon 

my own initiative, risk and responsibility I do hereby for myself, heirs, executors, and administrators agree to re-

mise, fully release, hold harmless, and forever discharge the Santiam Flycasters, all its officers, board members and 

volunteers, acting officially or otherwise, from any and all claims, demands, actions or causes of actions, on account 

of my death or on account of any injury to me or my property that may occur from any cause whatsoever while 

participating in any such Santiam Flycasters activity. I acknowledge that I have carefully read this hold harmless and 

release agreement, and fully understand that it is a release of liability. I further acknowledge that I am waiving any 

rights that I may have to bring legal action to assert a claim against the Santiam Flycasters for its negligence. 

I have read the above statement and agree to its terms as a condition of my membership in the Santiam Flycasters. 

 

X_______________________________________________________________ 

Signature       Print Name          Date 


