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Bob is the owner and general 
manager of Wasatch Custom 
Angling Tools. They manu-
facture heirloom quality fly 
tying tools that are as unique 
as they are pleasurable to use. 

Wasatch is a small family 
owned business located in 
Albany, Oregon. The company 
was started with five basic 
tools and their products have 
grown to include over 100 
custom tools and gift sets 

related to the hobby of fly tying. Their products are carried by over 
600 fly shops in the USA and several national and international 
catalogs.  For more information www.flytyingtools.com. 

August Afternoon on the Umpqua 

http://www.flytyingtools.com
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Board Members Wanted 

The Santiam Flycasters 
want you! We are looking 
for a few good men and 
women. If you are inter-
ested in helping decide 
who our presenters are 
and where we go for our 
outings, please join us. 
Or, if you just want to 
find out what goes on 
during the board meet-
ings or want to share 
your opinion; please join 
us. No experience needed, 
just your interest in fly fish-
ing is all it takes to be a 
board member. 
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From the President 
By Ken Karnosh 
August Outings 

Well, we may have scheduled an outing and no 
one showed up!  Several of us had other com-
mitments on August 8 and couldn’t make our 
Metolius outing and I haven’t heard from any-
one who went.  Well, I guess that happens 
sometimes! 

Some of us retired guys made it to Three Creek 
Lake for our first mid-week outing.  For those of 
us who no longer work for a living, or for a loca-
tion like Three Creek where campsites are very 
few, the mid-week thing is pretty good. 

Matt has sent an e-mail with a link to ODFW’s proposed changes to fishing regula-
tions regarding seasons, gear, and bag limits.  Several of those affect waters that 
our club often fishes.  We urge you to check out those proposed changes and sub-
mit your opinions to ODFW soon.  The two major reasons for the proposed chang-
es are to provide additional angling opportunities and to “simplify” the regula-
tions. 

Well, summer is fast drawing to a close.  The cooler weather generally means that 
trout will be anxious to fatten up for winter, so fishing is usually pretty good dur-
ing the fall plus salmon are heading upstream to spawn on the coastal streams.  I 
hope you will be able to get out on the water during this very productive time.  
We have a variety of outings coming up and I hope you can join us for one or 
more of them or fish another water or date of your choice. 

Our club also is heading back into our regular meeting schedule with informative 
presentations, so be sure to mark our meeting dates on your calendar and come 
on down to enjoy the meeting and fellowship. 

Remember that our October 10 outing to the Crooked River will happen prior to 
our October meeting so that I can celebrate my birthday over there while we try 
to catch some fish.  We’ll have details in the next newsletter. 

See you on the water. 

Welcome these new members 

Corey and Sam Beyer, McMinnville 

Kent Toomb, Salem 
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Three Creek Lake Outing Report 

Four of us fished Three Creek Lake for our first mid-week 
club outing in mid-August.  Fishing was pretty slow, but 
Larry was starting to figure the fish out and caught an 18” 
rainbow and a few other fish.  There were quite a few fish 
rising, but for the most part they avoided our offerings. 

Finding a camp spot at Three Creek is often a problem 
due to the small number of campsites, but some sites 
were vacated by late morning each day and we had no 
trouble finding a camp site.  We were able to have a 
campfire the first evening, but the USFS banned all open 
fires after that. 

This is a fun place to fish, so remember it for a future trip. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The fishing Gods were smiling for six members of Santiam Flycasters that spent Saturday, August 22, floating 

the Umpqua River.  

The weather forecast was calling for temperatures to be in the mid to high 90’s, under clear skies. We have 

done this float in triple digit temps in the past, and the sun can get pretty intense when it is beating down on 

you for over five hours. Thankfully, the temps remained in the mid 80’s with light breezes from the west 

making for a most enjoyable afternoon.  

The section of the river that we traditionally float, begins about 5-6 miles up river from the town of Elkton. It 

is mostly “Frog Water” with a steady slow current that takes you past some of the most ideal Small Mouth 

habitat available to us here in the Pacific Northwest. And, the fish just love it there.  

Forty or fifty fish days are not unusual on this stretch of the Umpqua, but the action we enjoyed far exceed-

ed our own expectations. The fish in this section of the Umpqua are not trophy class by any means, but what 

they lack in quality, they make up for in quantity. Yet, the fish we caught were no slouches, with most that 

were caught measuring in at around 12 inches. Several measured upwards of 17 to 19 inches. Many times 

Umpqua River Outing Report 

95 Degrees and 95 Fish Days 

By Howard Palmer 



 

 

the 12” beauty that would put a bend in 

your rod, was being shadowed by other fish 

that were much bigger, all looking for an 

opportunity to steal whatever it was the 

hooked fish had in its mouth. I did not keep 

a running total of all of the fish that I per-

sonally caught, but I can tell you that I had 

a fish on, literally non-stop for the five 

hours I spent getting to our scheduled take 

out at the Elkton RV Park. I don’t think an 

estimate of 75-100 would be out of line. All 

six of us had basically the same experience.  

We finished off the day with BBQ’d ham-

burgers that were provided by the club, 

and cooked up by yours truly.  

This is always a great outing that I hope Santiam Flycasters retains as an annual 

club function. I encourage each of you to come with us next year; or just go try it 

on your own. Call me. I’ll go with you.  

More Pictures from the Umpqua Outing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2015 

Upcoming 

Outings  

 

Big Fish Hero Awards 

If you catch a nice fish, 

remember to measure 

at least its length, take 

a picture, and submit it 

for a chance to win a 

Big Fish Hero award!  

Look for information on 

our club website. 

Sept. 12 Salmon River  

Sept. 26 Middle Fork 

Willamette River  

Oct. 10 Crooked River  

Oct. 24 Deschutes River 

(Warm Springs to 

Trout Creek)  

Nov.  14 Trask River  

Nov. 21 Nestucca River  
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Very Big News   

 
 Al Buhr received the Floyd 

Franke Award this year at 

National level for his extensive 

work on the certification 

program.  His dedication, many 

hours of writing, and designing 

the THCI test is 

outstanding.  Our program of 

mentoring here in Oregon is a 

direct link to his 

contribution.  Our "Hats" are 

tipped to Al for this Great 

Achievement.  Al is a long time 

member of the Santiam 

Flycasters and has been on the 

Casting Board of Governors at 

the national level for 20 

years. Now retired from the 

board but Al is still active in 

promoting fly casting as an Art . 

He has authored a book on two-

-hand casting and many booklets 

dedicated to the advancement of 

fly casting.  Our club is fortunate 

to have Al as a member.      

Thanks Al for your work.  

Fish Hero Awards 

This year, we will implement a 

Fish Hero Award to recognize 

the person who catches the 

largest fish in any of six cat-

egories-Rainbow trout, Cut-

throat trout, Brown trout, 

Steelhead, Largemouth Bass, and 

Smallmouth Bass plus a bonus 

award for largest fish caught 

during a club outing.  We will 

recognize the winners at our 

December meeting. All fish must 

be caught on a fly rod and fly, 

according to ODFW definitions.  

We are not restricting it to 

Oregon. 

When you catch that big one, 

measure its length, preferably 

take a picture, or have your 

partner witness the measure- 

ment, and record the girth if 

possible.  Then, submit your 

entry using the entry form on 

our club website. For 2015, fish 

must be caught between April 1 

and October 31 and submitted 

by November 1.   
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Fishing with the Frog—Does Size Really Matter? 

By Howard Palmer 

Because my wife and I travel 
throughout the year, I have the 
opportunity to wander through a 
lot of “cutesy” type gift shops, in 
some of the quaint towns and vil-
lages we stop at now and then. 
Mostly because they don’t have 
“guy” type stores, or “ye olde Fly 
Shoppe.” Many of the shops we do 
visit will inevitably have that clas-
sic poster entitled: “Everything I 
need to know, I learned from my 
Dog.”  

It is a marvelous document, with 
some very sage advice, and one that certainly rings true for someone who owns a 
Chihuahua and enjoys Fly Fishing. One of the more glaring examples states that “It 
is not the size of the dog in the fight that matters, it is the size of the fight in the 
dog,” and, little miss Chi-Chi (the Chihuahua) is most willing to demonstrate that 
concept each time the neighbor’s German Shepherd walks by. In her own mind, 
she is the alpha female of Salemtowne and all dogs who live here better ac-
knowledge that fact. She does in fact have some of them fooled into believing her 
swagger and they pretty much keep their distance.  

Fly Fishers can well appreciate this concept when the tug on the line tells us that 
we have hooked the fish of our dreams. Our recent outing to the Umpqua River 
drove this home to me when the first fish of the day damn near pulled the rod 
from my hand, and the fight was on. Small Mouth Bass are notorious for their 
strong fight and this fish was obviously a trophy fish destined to hang on the wall of 
the “Man Cave” for all to admire. From “her” attitude and tenacity it was obviously 
a female. She fought a great fight that lasted a good 10-15 minutes. She refused to 
come to the surface, and swam with the confidence that my line would break long 
before she would ever give in to this human and his stupid imitation bug.  

In the end, she eventually surrendered to my net.  I had to marvel at how hard she 
had battled to the end. A trophy ? Hardly ! Yet, her massive 4 and a half inch length 
only emphasized how impressively these fish fight. Throughout the next five hours, 
I was treated to similar fights from dozens of her cousins as we floated the river to 
our take out. None were very big, but all were admired for the fight they fought.  

Let’s face it, we would all like to catch that fish of a life time, and I have hooked a 
few over the years. Yet, even the lowly Blue Gill can make your heart pound, and 
put a smile on your face. Just remember: “It’s not the size of the fish that you fight; 
It’s the size of the fight in the fish.”  

See you on the water;  

Howard 
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September 12 Salmon River Outing 
 

On September 12, we will float the Salmon River to 

fish for searun cutthroat trout.  No shuttle is needed 

as we will float upstream on the incoming tide and 

back on the outgoing.  The best fishing success 

seems to be from high tide into the outgoing tide. 

To get there, drive west on Highways 22 and 18 to 

US 101, go north on US 101 about a mile, turn left 

(west) onto Three Rocks Road and follow it to the 

boat ramp.  We should get onto the water before 

10:30 and should be back at the launch before 4:00. 

Pontoon or drift boats are needed for this trip.  Sug-

gested gear is 4-6 weight rods with floating or inter-

mediate line.  Flies probably should be flashy and 

provide movement.  Suggestions include spruce, 

purple joe, black nose dace, mini-clousers, bucktail 

coachman, etc. 

Remember to bring your lunch, pfd, etc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September 26 Middle Fork Willamette 
 

Due to low water, we have switched our September 

26 outing from the Harrisburg area to the Middle 

Fork of the Willamette above Lookout Point Reser-

voir near Oakridge.  Several presenters and maga-

zine articles have touted fishing this area in the late 

summer/early fall, so it should be fun. 

Don Meyer reports, “The Middle Fork of the Willamette 

has plenty of water coming from Hills Creek Dam and it has 

lots of access and not many fishermen probably because one 

can't keep any fish.  There are 8 turnouts along highway 58 

west of Oakridge in addition to  Black Canyon 

campground.  The camp host said that people were catching 

fish both dry and wet in that area.   

This area is noted for producing large trout. A couple of years 

ago I floated it and the fish were taking an Adams dry or wet 

fly.  The guides use a Possie Bugger  along with other nymphs 

and dries.” 

To get there, drive I-5 south to the Highway 58 

turnoff south of Eugene and then drive Highway 58 

to the east.  You can either turn off at the covered 

bridge on the upper end of Dexter Lake, turn right in 

Lowell, and drive up the north side of the reservoir 

or stay on Highway 58 to fish the south side and stop 

at any of the campgrounds or other access points 

anywhere from the upper end of Lookout Point res-

ervoir up to above Oakridge. 

One probably should also be able to launch a pon-

toon boat near Westfir and float/fish down to Black 

Canyon campground if you figure out the shuttle. 

Rogue on the Fly — A Fly 
Fisher’s Rendezvous 

Join us for a weekend of fun on the Rogue River 
at Indian Mary Park for our first annual Rogue on 
the Fly event. We are carrying the torch custom 
rod builder Gary Anderson lit 10 years ago when 
he started his Two Hands at Tou Velle event. 
Gary's event was exclusively a Spey event, but 
Rogue on the Fly is a steelhead fly fishing event, 
including and welcoming all fly-fishing methods. 
The weekend agenda includes casting 
presentations, fly tying demos, sponsored games 

(Steelhead Olympics), great food, and live music. Fly fishing manufacturers and their reps will be present to show 
you their stuff and, of course, you can try it out. Various vendor and outfitter booths will feature their products 
and wares. All games will be sponsored by conservation groups which include prizes. Call it a clave or gathering, 
we call it Rogue on the Fly, A Fly Fisher's Rendezvous.   

 When: Saturday, Sept 19 and Sunday, Sept 20 

Where: Indian Mary Park, just out of Grants Pass, Oregon 

What time: 9am to 5pm Saturday, 9am to 3pm Sunday 

Cost: Free Other details: Camping available at Indian Mary Park, reservations required.  September is prime 
steelhead fishing, so bring your fishing gear. More details when available. www.rogueflyfishers.org 



 

 

P.O. Box 691 

Salem, OR 97308 
santiamflycasters@yahoo.com 

www. Santiamflycasters.com 

2015 Membership Application 
 

The Santiam Flycasters, 
P.O. Box 691, Salem, OR 97308 

www.santiamflycasters.com 
Type of Membership (circle one) Regular $25 Family $30 

 
*Note: Dues are from January 1st to December 31st. There is a 50% reduction 
after July 1st for new members. 

 

Name____________________________________________________________ 

Address__________________________________________________________ 

Telephone: ________________  Email ________________________________ 

Family Members: _________________________________________________ 

Are you an FFF Member? (circle one) Yes No 

Please tell us why you want to be a member (please check all that apply):  

___ Hear presentations on various fly-fishing topics 

___ Improve my Fly Tying skills 

___ Improve my Fly Casting skills 

___ Participate in fishing stream and lake improvement projects 

___  Go on fishing trips with other club members 

___ Learn more about fishing in the area 

___ Other, Please specify ______________________________________________________________ 

 

You must sign this release each year when you renew to participate in club activities. 

 

Liability Release and Hold Harmless Agreement 
As a condition of membership or of participation in any activity encouraged on publicized by the Santiam 

Flycasters, I voluntarily assume all risks of my participation. In acknowledgment that I am doing so entirely upon 

my own initiative, risk and responsibility I do hereby for myself, heirs, executors, and administrators agree to re-

mise, fully release, hold harmless, and forever discharge the Santiam Flycasters, all its officers, board members and 

volunteers, acting officially or otherwise, from any and all claims, demands, actions or causes of actions, on account 

of my death or on account of any injury to me or my property that may occur from any cause whatsoever while 

participating in any such Santiam Flycasters activity. I acknowledge that I have carefully read this hold harmless and 

release agreement, and fully understand that it is a release of liability. I further acknowledge that I am waiving any 

rights that I may have to bring legal action to assert a claim against the Santiam Flycasters for its negligence. 

I have read the above statement and agree to its terms as a condition of my membership in the Santiam Flycasters. 

 

X_______________________________________________________________ 
Signature       Print Name          Date 


