
 

 

SANTIAM FLYCASTERS 

Board Meeting 
Monday  April 11 

7:00 PM 
Garibaldi Family Restaurant 

Casting Clinic 
Thursday April 14 

6:15 pm 
On the Lawn 

General Meeting 
Thursday April 14 

7:00 pm 
Pringle Community Center 

April Outing 
Saturday April 23 
Willamette River 

(Harrisburg) 
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Learn the secrets of expert 

Chironomid fisher Bob Wolfe who 

consistently produces more fish 

by using Chironomids. Bob will 

discuss presentations, fly 

selection, equipment choice and 

finding fish. Lots of pictures and information to get you pumped up to discovery the 

wonderful world of Chironomid fishing. 

Bob is a retired U.S. Forest Service law enforcement officer who worked for 20 years in 

the Grants Pass area and 14 in the Umatilla and Wallowa-Whitman forests. His 

proximity to great fishing locations led him to become very familiar with lakes and rivers 

in the Blue Mountains and Elk Horn Range.Bob has been an avid fly fisherman for 

nearly fifty years and grew up fishing the Sierra Nevada’s in central and northern 

California.  After spending two tours with the U.S. Army in Viet Nam he went to work for 

the U.S. Forest Service in Oregon and feels blessed to always work in an area with 

great fly fishing opportunities including over 20 years in the Grants Pass area fly fishing 

the Rogue and Umpqua. 

Bob recently retired after 36 years with the Forest Service, the last 14 years as a Law 

Enforcement Officer assigned to the Umatilla and Wallowa-Whitman National Forests in 

NE Oregon. One of the benefits of the job was an opportunity to become very familiar 

with the lakes and streams in NE Oregon, particularly in the Blue Mountains and the Elk 

Horn Range.  He always looked for fishing opportunities where ever  he worked and 

found NE Oregon to be filled with fly fishing destinations and one of the best kept 

secrets in the country. 

Bob is  a founding member and past president of the Blue Mountain Flycasters Club in 

Pendleton.  As a fly tying instructor, casting instructor and fly fishing instructor he has 

had the opportunity to introduce hundreds of people to the great sport of fly fishing and 

the fly fishing opportunities in NE Oregon. 

He originated and developed the Buzz Hackle fly series including the BH Buzz Hackle 

and Buzz Bugger patterns for both trout and steelhead.  He have demonstrated these 

patterns for several years at the NW Fly Tiers Expo with great interest and positive 

feedback from people all over the west.  Bob also recently originated and developed 

the very productive Magic Midge series of Chironomid patterns and has been doing 

presentations on Chironomid fishing techniques to fly fishing clubs around the North 

West.  As a Forest Service Officer working on several National Forests in the 

Northwest, Bob has had the opportunity to test his Buzz Hackle fly patterns all over 

Oregon and parts of Washington and has rarely found a trout that would refuse them. 
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Board Members Wanted 

The Santiam Flycasters 
want you! We are looking 
for a few good men and 
women. If you are inter-
ested in helping decide 
who our presenters are 
and where we go for our 
outings, please join us. 
Or, if you just want to 
find out what goes on 
during the board meet-
ings or want to share 
your opinion; please join 
us. No experience needed, 
just your interest in fly fish-
ing is all it takes to be a 
board member. 
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March Outing Report—Devil’s Lake 

We had great attendance (22) at our March 19 out-

ing to Devils Lake.  Well, maybe the fish could have 

attended a bit better! 

Most of us had some action during the day, whether 

it was strikes, fish on, or fish landed.  We found coho 

smolts, rainbows, and cutthroats.  Ron had a 

“trophy” fish almost to the net when it thumbed its 

nose at him. 

Weather was favorable, although a bit breezy around 

midday, with no rain.  The lunch was wonderful, with 

lots of tasty food. 

We definitely need to come back to Devils Lake 
again.  Thanks for the tip, Joseph and Jake. 

Devils Lake  is located adjacent to the Pacific Ocean. The D River connects the 

lake to the ocean, and native coastal cutthroat trout and coho salmon breed in the 

tributaries of the lake. Pictured are a stocked rainbow trout and a coho smolt 

(juvenile salmon).  
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Scheduled SFC Club Outings 2016 
Get out your planning calendar and take these opportunities to fish with the fine folk from Santiam 

Flycasters.  Information on each outing will be found in the newsletter and through the SFC website the 

month prior.  (Note date change for the May Outing to the McKenzie) 

SFC-Fish Electronic Message Board  

One of the benefits of being a Santiam Flycasters member is having access to the SFC-FISH electronic message board. 

The message board gives members the opportunity to communicate with other about fly fishing and related topics. Once 

subscribed, you can post messages to SFC-FISH by sending an email to sfc-fish@googlegroups.com  

You will receive messages posted by other members via your email account. It's as easy as that. To subscribe to SFC-

FISH, simply send an email request to santiamflycasters@yahoo.com, and we'll subscribe you and notify you when you 

can begin using the message board. Note: your SFC membership must be current to be a subscriber of SFC-FISH.  

Custom Nets by Ron Henderson 

Ron is currently building nets in three sizes and various handle lengths featuring 
“ghost” type mesh bags and ash wood laminated with oak  and/or walnut for the 
bow. Prices range from $99 (small) —$169 (extra large) with a portion of the pro-
ceeds going to the Club.  These nets are as useful as they are beautiful. 

For more information contact Ron lbofh@comcast.net or 503-991-5210  

Chance to Practice What We Learned: Hands On Session by Bob Wolfe 

Bob Wolfe will lead a two hour “hands-on” session of Chironomid fishing at the Sheridan Pond on Friday April 15.  

The cost is $10.  The first session will be at 9:30 am with an additional session at noon if needed.  Interested per-

sons should contact Dwight Klemin at dgklemin@msn.com to sign up for a session. 

mailto:dgklemin@msn.com
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Fishing with the Frog— “The Tiny House Phenomenon” 

By Howard Palmer 
 

My wife loves watching HGTV plus a couple of other home improvement 

channels.  I find some of them interesting to say the least, but I tend to 

be drawn toward the Outdoor Channel and other more fishing oriented 

offerings.  Of late however, she has been tuning in to programs that deal 

with the new “Tiny House Phenomenon” that has grown from an empha-

sis on park model types to include 5th Wheel, and pull type travel trail-

ers. 

Now, I have to tell you, that she and I are somewhat experienced in liv-
ing for extended periods in several variations of these so called “tiny 
houses”.  Our first trailer was a 26 foot pull trailer that we purchased 
from my parents, and aside from a couple of trips to Vancouver to pur-
sue the resident Salmon, was parked on a three-acre lot on Lake Billy 
Chinook.  It slept 4 and provided a great base from which to chase the 
local Kokanee.  We are currently in the process of selling our fifth 5th Wheel trailer and I am here to tell you that these 
tiny houses on wheels do in fact provide a great way to see the world you can drive to while providing a reasonable life 
style from which you can watch the world go by. 

 More importantly, they provide ideal lodging while chasing fishes on our monthly outings.  They really are preferable to 
the back packing tent that I used to use.  A warm bed beats a sleeping bag on the ground every time. 

 The issue here however, is not the use of these wheeled wonders as camping equipment; but rather their use as a per-
manent home.  Tonight’s illustration showed a family of 6 living in a 38 foot 5th Wheel.  Having lived with one woman in a 
35 footer for 4 to 6 months at a time, I cannot even imagine sharing one with a 12-year-old girl being tormented by her 
raging hormones, and three little brothers being chased by a Jack Russel Terrier. It sounds like the makings for a Dr. Phil 
Special to me. 

 However, if you are of the mind set to pursue this new lifestyle, have I got a deal for you.  A 29 foot 5th Wheel that will 
accommodate you, your significant other, and your favorite furry friend(s).  Actually, it will sleep 6.  Or you can be selfish, 
and just move into it all by yourself, or with a couple of furry friends.  However you want to use it, you will not find a better 
deal in a starter home.  AND, it comes with the perfect truck to take it anywhere you can drive to.  Your very own Dodge 
Ram 1 Ton pickup.  You too can learn to love the smell of diesel in the morning. 

This private mobile fishing lodge can be yours almost free today for just $30K.  For a good time, call Howard.  (503-507-
8003) Or check it out on Craig’s List. 

Tight Lines 

 Howard 

This Could Be Your Last Newsletter—Membership Dues are Due!  

Annual membership fees are due on January 1 ($25 for individuals, $30 for families). As usual, this year we gave mem-

bers a little extra time to pay their dues. However, after April, those who haven't renewed their membership will no longer 

receive the newsletter and will lose other membership privileges (including participation in outings). Recently, we sent an 

email reminder to past due members. However, If you aren't sure if your membership is current, send an email to       

santiamflycasters@yahoo.com. If you don't receive the May newsletter, you will know for certain that your membership 

has lapsed. To renew your membership, send the membership form in this newsletter with payment to:  Santiam 

Flycasters, PO Box 691, Salem, OR 97308.  



 

 

Welcome these New  

Members in March 

Charles Aldine, Salem 

Dick Griffiths, Salem 

David Hulbert, Salem 

George Ostertag, Keizer 

George Ridlon,          

Milwaukie 

Mike Schelske, Salem 

Keith Townsend,          

Stayton 

Scott Vaslev, Turner 

 

Casting Clinic 

Now that Dayllight Sav-

ings time is here, the 

Casting Clinic returns! 

Bring your rod and join 

us before the meeting 

starts at 6:15 pm for 

instruction and practice 

with FFF certified cast-

ers. 

 

McKenzie Outing—

Change in Date  

Due to a conflict with Youth 

Outdoor Day, we have 

changed the date of our 

outing on the McKenzie 

River from May 21 to May 

7.  Hopefully, the March 

Browns will cooperate on 

that day! 

Remember to mark this 

change on your calendar. 
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Youth Outdoor Day 

As you know, our club will be helping youth tie woolly buggers at Youth Outdoor 

Day at E. E. Wilson Wildlife Area on May 21. 

We could use your help at this event that hosts over 700 youth.  Ken will have a 

sign-up sheet at the meeting.  You do not need to be an expert tyer and we can 

teach you the basics if needed. 

If you want to help with other parts of this event, such as registration, contact Donna 
Schultz of ODFW at donna.l.schultz@state.or.us.  She will be happy to have your 
help. 

April Outing — Willamette River 

River level permitting, on April 23, 

we will float and fish the 

Willamette River from Marshall 

Island to Harrisburg.  Although 

drift boats are nice and offer a bit 

more opportunity to fish, pontoon 

boats work quite well.  The float is 

about 7 miles with no significant 

rapids. 

Plan to meet at the Harrisburg City Park boat ramp at 8:30 a.m.  We will combine 

boats as much as possible before going to the launch site and shuttling vehicles 

back to the takeout.  To get to Harrisburg, drive I-5 south to the Harrisburg exit 

209, then drive west to Harrisburg, and turn left (south) onto Highway 99 for a 

couple of blocks.  The boat ramp is a couple of blocks west of downtown Harris-

burg. 

Suggested gear is 4-6 weight rods with floating or intermediate line.  Our target 

bug is the March Brown mayfly, so soft hackles, emergers, and dries for them 

should work, as well as woolly buggers, streamers, and other nymphs. 

Due to logistics, the club will not provide lunch for this outing so remember your 
lunch as well as a life jacket and wading staff. 

Pre-Meeting for Yakima River Trip 

If you plan to attend our outing to the Yakima River on the weekend of May 14, 

please attend a meeting at 6:45 prior to our club meeting on April 14. 

Frank Flux is leading this trip and will discuss logistics of the event at this meet-

ing.  We will be near Ellensburg, WA.  Frank plans to go up early and there will 

be opportunities to float the river on at least Friday, Saturday, and Sunday as 

you choose. 

It will be a new outing for many of us and should be a fun trip. 

mailto:donna.l.schultz@state.or.us


 

 

Fly of the Month:   Girdle Bug Nymph 

By Jim Ferguson 

 

 

 Hook:             Mustad 9672  #8   (2xl);  TMC 5263 #8 (2xH,3xL);   Daiichi  710  #8 (1xStrong, 3xL) 

 Weight:         Non-lead fine wire 

 Legs:            Brown  Juicy Legs from Cascade Fly Supply LTD 

 Body:              Variegated Chenille Medium,  Black/Coffee 

 

This fly is used successfully in Patagonia waters of Chile.  When tied at the Northern Idaho show in Lewiston, many people said it 

would be a real producer as a stone imitation.  It is just like one they tie for their waters (North Fork Snake, Clearwater, & several Mon-

tana waters around glacier or North of Yellowstone Park on the Madison.)  The guides from North Fork Outfitters suggested orange 

and black legs as a variation.  The Black/Coffee variegated chenille and the legs are darker than shown in the picture. 

 

Step By Step Directions 1.  Debarb the hook and mount it in the vise with the shank level.  Wrap a thread on the front half.  

Wrap  some non-lead wire to the front half.  Secure the wraps with several layers of thread wraps.  Wrap the tying thread to the rear  to 

where the bend of the hook starts.  Let the thread hang. 

 

Fig. 1        Fig. 2   

 

2. Select two leg sections and tie them in on top of the hook shank at the rear at a position above the barb point.  Make one or two 

wraps between the legs and the shank to prop them up a little. The legs should be about as long as the hook shank.  Bind down the 

leg material on top of the hook shank to a position above the hook point.  Make a figure eight around the legs to get them to stick out to 

the sides. 
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Fig. 3            Fig. 4   

 

3.  Prepare the end of the chenille by pulling off the fibers from the end to reveal the core strings.  Take the tying thread to the rear leg 

tie in position and tie in the chenille on top of the shank.  Your first turn of chenille will pull the tie in position towards the back just a 

little so the first wrap will go all the way around the shank up against the rear tail/legs.  Wrap the tying thread to the half shank position 

and attach another pair of legs.  Bind the rubber leg waste down along the shank until it is up tight against the hook eye.  Wrap the 

thread back and figure 8 the legs to get them to extend out from the body.  Legs should be about the shank length and the rubber 

extensions out front should be the length of the shank as well.  You might want to coat the shank with some head cement.  Let the 

bobbin hank. 

 

Fig.5        Fig. 6   

 

  

4.Wrap the chenille forward in tight turns.  The first turn should pull the tie in position slightly to the rear so you will get a full turn 

around the shank holding the rear rubber extentions in place.  Keep adjusting legs as you wrap to keep them extending outwards from 

the body.  Wrap the chenille forward to behind the eye of the hook.  Trap the chenille with the tying thread with two turns of thread.  

Keep tension on the bobbin while you trim the chenille leaving about a quarter of an inch  of waste.  Do not take tension off the bob-

bin.  With tweezers, remove the fibers from the chenille core strings.  Make several wraps of tying thread and then trim the chenille 

core waste.  This procedure is used to keep from making a bump at the tie off position.  

 

Fig.7                Fig. 8   
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5.  Form a neat head, apply a whip finish  (I like to make two sets of 3 whip wraps), and apply head cement.  Fig. 10 shows a top 

view. 

 

Fig.9         Fig 10  
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 2016 Membership Application 

The Santiam Flycasters, P.O. Box 691, Salem, OR 97308  

www.santiamflycasters.com  

Type of Membership (circle one): Regular $25, Family $30  

  

Name  _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Telephone_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Email         _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Family Members  _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Please tell us why you want to be member (please check all that apply):  __ hear presentations on various fly fishing topics, 

__ improve my fly tying skills, __ improve my fly casting skills, __ participate in fishing stream and lake improvement projects,  __ go 

on fishing trips with other club members,  __ learn about fishing in the area, __ other (please specify:  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Are you an FFF Member? (circle one): Yes, No  

Are you interested in obtaining a Santiam Flycasters name tag? (circle one): Yes, No  

You must sign this release each year when you renew to participate in club activities.  

*Note:  Dues are from January 1st to December 31st.  There is a 50% reduction after July 1st. for new members. 

 Liability Release and Hold Harmless Agreement  

As a condition of membership or of participation in any activity encouraged or publicized by the Santiam Flycasters, I voluntarily assume all risks of my 
participation. In acknowledgment that I am doing so entirely upon my own initiative, risk and responsibility I do hereby for myself, heirs, executors, and 
administrators agree to remise, fully release, hold harmless, and forever discharge the Santiam Flycasters, all its officers, board members and volun-
teers, acting officially or otherwise, from any and all claims, demands, actions or causes of actions, on account of my death or on account of any injury 
to me or my property that may occur from any cause whatsoever while participating in any such Santiam Flycasters activity.  

 I acknowledge that I have carefully read this hold harmless and release agreement, and fully understand that it is a release of liability. I further 
acknowledge that I am waving any rights that I may have to bring legal action to assert a claim against the Santiam Flycasters for its negligence.  

I have read the above statement and agree to its terms as a condition of my membership in the Santiam Flycasters.  

 X_________________________________________________________________________________  

Signature                                                      Print Name                                                               Date  

Sant iam Flycasters  
P.O. Box 691 

Salem, OR 97308 

santiamflycasters@yahoo.com 

www. Santiamflycasters.com 


