
 

 

SANTIAM FLYCASTERS 

Board Meeting 

Monday  January 11 

7:00 PM 

Garibaldi Family Restaurant 

General Meeting 

Thursday January 14 

6:30 pm 

Note earlier time—we plan to 

eat at 6:30! 

Pringle Community Center 

January Outing 

Saturday January 30 

Winema Lake 
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January  Program 

Marc Williamson — “The Art and Science 
of Reading Stillwater” 

SANTIAMFLYCASTERS.COM January 2016 

Search “Santiam Flycasters” 

Marc Williamson has been 

fly fishing rivers and lakes 

for over fifty years. His 

career spanned 46 years in 

education concluding as a 

Professor of Education at 

Warner Pacific College. He 

is a presenter to fly clubs 

and a regular at sportsman 

shows throughout the 

Northwest. He specializes 

in teaching fly fishing to all. 

He makes learning the 

sport of fly fishing fun, easy 

to learn and relevant to your skill level as well as the venue of your choice. 

He loves seeing eyes light up when his students hook their first fish. He is 

also the Director of Northwest Christian Fly Fishing Roundup-www.cffr.info.  

Following our potluck dinner, Mark will discuss the various components for 

reading stillwater: levels and depths of water, definitions and components 

of different zones.  He will also guide us through issues with regard to fish 

such as sound and smell. His aim is to enlighten us with things that we 

have not yet learned about fly fishing stillwaters. 

Annual Potluck Dinner  January 14
(Rescheduled from December) 
Remember our annual potluck dinner on Thursday, January 14, with dinner 

starting at 6:30. The club will provide ham, turkey, potatoes, gravy, 

and beverages. Bring a side dish to share plus your table setting. Look for-

ward to special raffles and prizes. If you pay your 2016 dues at the meet-

ing, you will get an additional raffle ticket as well.  

So, bring your spouse, significant other, or friend to have a great time and 

let them meet the people you have been, or should have been, fishing with 

for the past year or so.  
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Board Members Wanted 

The Santiam Flycasters 
want you! We are looking 
for a few good men and 
women. If you are inter-
ested in helping decide 
who our presenters are 
and where we go for our 
outings, please join us. 
Or, if you just want to 
find out what goes on 
during the board meet-
ings or want to share 
your opinion; please join 
us. No experience needed, 
just your interest in fly fish-
ing is all it takes to be a 
board member. 
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Scheduled SFC Club Outings 2016 
Get out your planning calendar and take these opportunities to fish with the 

fine folk from Santiam Flycasters.  Information on each outing will be found 

in the newsletter and through the SFC website the month prior. 

 January 30  Wi-Ne-Ma Lake 

 February 20  Fly Fair (no outing) 

 March 19   Crooked River 

 April 23    Willamette River (Harrisburg) 

 May 14    Yakima River 

 May 21    McKenzie River (Walterville) 

 June 11    Trail Bridge Reservoir 

 June 25    Deschutes River (Trout Creek) 

 July 9    East Lake 

 July 23    Willamette River (Keizer) 

 August 13   Umpqua River 

 August 27   Little Nestucca River 

 Sep. 10    Hosmer Lake 

 Sep.24    Willamette River (Harrisburg) 

 October 8   Crooked River 

 October 22  Deschutes River (Trout Creek) 

November    None scheduled 

December    None scheduled  

It's Time to Renew Your Santiam 
Flycasters Membership 
If you haven’t done so already, this is an excellent time to renew your SFC 
membership for 2016.  Membership expired on December 31.  As an added 
incentive to renew your membership now, members renewing their mem-
bership before the end of January 2016 may purchase an SFC name tag 
for only $5 (a 50% discount), and new members can obtain a name tag for 
free.  Indicate your interest in having a name tag on the application form.  

Dues for 2016 remain the same low price of $25 for individuals and $30 for 
families.  Use the form on the back of the newsletter to renew your mem-
bership, or download the form from the Santiam Flycasters website 
(www.santiamflycasters.com).  You can drop off the signed membership 
renewal form and payment at the January 14th annual banquet meeting, or 
mail to: Santiam Flycasters, PO Box 691, Salem, OR 97308.   

http://www.santiamflycasters.com
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First Outing of the New Year 

January 30 — Winema Lake 
If you haven’t already done so, check out our list of outings for 
2016 here in the newsletter or on the website.  There should be 
something for everyone! 

On January 30, we will fish the lake at Camp Wi-Ne-Ma on the 
coast.  It has a good population of native Cutthroat Trout that 
have been cooperative the last few years. 

A floating device provides the best access, but one can fish from 
the shore at a couple of spots.  Use a light rod with either floating 
or intermediate line.  Woolly buggers and other subsurface flies 
work well, probably with a bead head for floating line.  Green has 
been a successful color. 

Leroy will have things open around 8:00, with hot coffee available, and will serve lunch around noon for a 
nominal donation of $5.  If the weather does not cooperate, bring your fly tying gear or we can also practice 
casting inside.  This is a wonderful way to start a new year!  

To get there, drive west on Highways 22 and 18 and either drive to Highway 101 and turn right or take the 
Three Rivers Highway at Valley Junction, turn left onto the Little Nestucca River Highway at Dolph Junction 
and then left onto Highway 101.  The Camp Wi-Ne-Ma Road turns west off Highway 101 between Mileposts 
93 and 94 just north of the viewpoint. 

Fly Fair—February 20 
Since February is a tough time to find a good outing location, the Board decided to do a Fly Fair instead on 
February 20.  ODFW has generously let us use their facility in the Fairview Industrial area from 10:00-2:00. 

The Board will be setting the agenda at its January meeting and we welcome any suggestions that you may 
have on how to make this a successful event.  Potential events include fly tying, casting, knots, classes on 
basic equipment or fishing, etc. 

It has been several years since we have done a Fly Fair and we will need some volunteers to help as well. 

NW Fly Tyer/Fishing Expo-March 11 & 12 
Mark your calendars for the NW Fly Tyer/Fishing Expo in Albany on March 11 and 12. 

Our club will again be managing the silent auction and we need volunteers to help with that.  Volunteers 
will get free admission for a couple of hours of help.  We will have a sign-up sheet at the club meeting or   
e-mail Ken at KenKarnosh@gmail to volunteer. 
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Fishing with the Frog— “Thank You Santa” 

By Howard Palmer 
 

Mr. S. Claus 

North Pole 

Somewhere 

 Re: Christmas Presents 

   

Dear Mr. Claus: 

I wish to take this opportunity to thank you for your tremendous 

generosity this year, and for the stealthy manner in which you placed all my presents under the tree; without 

disturbing  the Chihuahua.  She is somewhat of a light sleeper, and had you awakened her, she would have 

had the whole house in an uproar.  It really would not have been a pretty sight.  (Just saying.) 

I do however have  issues with the condition of some of the items that you left for me.  My new SAGE rod and 

matching reel were drop dead gorgeous  and I am sure that had the dog not got to them first, they would have 

provided countless hours of endless  enjoyment at my favorite fishing hole.  The fact that you left them where 

said Chihuahua could get to them was a gross mistake on your part, to say the least.  I guess the bone       

inlaid  reel seat was just more than the little dog could handle.  It must have tasted pretty good to her as she 

ate the whole thing.  The rod could probably have been used for that Tenkara type fishing, had the little   

woman not walked all over it, in her efforts to run the dog off. 

I would like to compliment your elves with their choice of  antique braided horse hair line, with which to load 

the Hardy reel.  It too, however, was just way too much for the Chihuahua, and of course the line ended up 

getting stuck in her teeth as she was chewing on it.  Having it chase her around the house was somewhat hu-

morous at first, but when her yelping turned to pure terror, it really upset the little woman in my life.  Alas, the 

reel did not hold up to the abuse of being battered by the furniture it bounced off of in its trip around the 

house. 

Now, the little woman wants to know where the rod and reel came from in the first place.  I tried to explain that 

is was a gift from Santa Claus, but she ain’t buying it because for some reason she was here when UPS deliv-

ered it.  That, coupled with the Cabela's label on the box, is not helping my case.  Next time I’ll just tell her I 

got them with Green Stamps.  That used to work real good for my old man. 

Long story short, it looks like I will be spending New Years Eve with the dog in the camper.  I suppose that’s 

OK though.  It will give me time to duct tape the new rod back together, and, I think I can get the reel working 

in no time too.  Besides, it shouldn’t be very lonely out there.  After all,  the dog is still wagging its tail. 

Anyway, I just wanted to say thank you Santa.   Hope you have a really nice year’s vacation. 

See you on the water; 

HOWARD 

For Sale: 
Two dubbing brush-making platforms . . . $35 and $40 Also have two 8ft furling boards to give away. 

Email...pjhuewe@comcast.net 

mailto:Email...pjhuewe@comcast.net
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Hand Built Landing Nets 

By Ron Henderson 

Some of you may be familiar with the nets that I build, 
but if you are new to the club, you might not know 
about them. I currently am back in production.  

What’s new about my nets, is that I have begun to use 
the“ghost” type net bags on my nets, and I have tried 
to step up the level of craftsmanship a bit. Many peo-
ple have shifted to the soft translucent rubber nets. 
They are amazing in their ability to shed hooks. No 
more pulling and ripping hooks out of your net, even if 
they are barbed. Also, they are said to be much gen-
tler on the fishes outer slime layer, which really in-
creases the released trout’s survival chances. These 
net bags, like all good things, are a bit more costly 
than the old nylon or cloth bags. If you want a “wall 
hanger,” I can put a cloth bag on any net for that nos-
talgic look.  

My nets are all made by me, 
by hand and each one is tru-
ly unique. I use a combina-
tion of different woods for the 
loop, the yoke and the butt 
cap, so no 2 are ever the 
same!  

I have at present, 3 sizes 
that I am building. Small, 
which has a 34” circumfer-
ence.net bag. The opening is 
7” wide and 15” long, with a 

medium depth bag. The handles can be anywhere 
from 6 to 10 inches long.  

I have a medium size, 
which has a 39” circum-
ference net bag. The 
opening is 10” wide and 
17” long, with a medium 
depth bag. I like to use a 
20 to 24” handle on this 
net. This is a great net 
for pontoon or float 
tubes, for reaching out 

and netting that fish that is out by your flippers and is 
hard to get.  

I recently had a order for 2 extra large nets, so I also 
now build that size. It is a whopper, with a 56” circum-

ference, 15” wide and 23” long and a long handle for 
an overall length from 42 to 48” or longer. This is used 
for huge trout and for steelhead. Especially when fish-
ing from a boat.  

All of my nets feature ash wood, laminated with oak 
and/or walnut for the bow. The “yokes”, which is most 
visible part, are always made with figured wood that 
has some type of interest-ing feature, such as spall-
ing, curliness, burl, knots, or other characteristics . My 
nets also have a butt cap, unlike any other nets and 
my unique way of attaching them. I finish the nets with 
4 coats of sanding sealer, 4 coats of “Tru-Oil,”and a 
good waxing. If scratched, they can always be 
touched up with “Tru-Oil,” an easy to apply rub-on fin-
ish.  

I’m happy to build a custom net of any of these 3 siz-
es for folks. The hoop dimensions are fixed, but you 
can have any length handle you want, 4 different 
shapes of butt cap, and choices of woods for the yoke 
and butt. I can show you some woods that I have on 
hand for handles and butt sections. I try to always 
have some finished nets on hand to give folks a good 
idea of what my nets look like. You are welcome to 
visit, just call ahead.  

Prices are $99 for small, $129 for medium and $169 
for the extra large. For club members, I will donate $5 
for each net purchased, donated in your name.  

-Ron Henderson- lbofh@comcast.net 503-991-5210  
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2016 Santiam Flycasters Annual Auction—Thursday February 11 

Make sure to mark your calendar for 

this important date.  The Santiam 

Flycasters Annual Auction is a win-

win for our club.  It raises funds nec-

essary for the club to cover costs of 

speaker fees, Pringle Hall rental 

fees, outing costs, and other ex-

penses.  Membership fees are not 

enough to cover all of these costs.  

The auction also benefits club mem-

bers by providing fishing, camping 

and related items at a great value. 

We receive some of the auction 

items from fly fishing equipment 

manufacturers, retailers, outfitters, 

and fly shops.  However, many of 

these items come from our own 

members in the form of hand-tied flies and fly fishing equipment and camping supplies.  So, please consider 

tying a dozen or so flies for the auction (we will provide the fly boxes).  If you have the skills, mounted display 

flies are popular items at the auction.  Also, consider donating one of your surplus fly rods, reels, fly lines, fly 

tying tools and materials, or camping equipment.  Donated items should be clean and in good condition (one 

flyfisher’s surplus is another’s treasurer). 

For more information, please contact Tim Johnson, this year’s auction coordinator, at 
tim.the.fisherman@gmail.com or 503-507-8552.   

Sand Rollers, Suckers, & Sculpins: Exploring the Diversity and      
Ecology of the Willamette Basin’s Native Non-Game Fish 

While most folks can name popular sport fish, under the surface of our local streams, sloughs, and lakes there 
exists a fantastic assortment of fish with which many Oregonians are unfamiliar.  There are 32 fish species 
native to the Willamette River basin.  Brian Bangs (ODFW Fish Biologiist) will discuss the life histories, of 
these obscure, often uncharismatic, lesser-known non-game fish species.  In addition, he will discuss the his-
tory of the management of the Willamette River, nonnative species, and the conservation of several native 
non-game species.  

Lecture date: Tuesday, January 19, 2016  

Location: Salem Library, 585 Liberty Street SE, Salem – Loucks Auditorium 

Time: 7:00 PM (doors open at 6:30pm) 

Sponsor: Salem Audubon Society 

mailto:tim.the.fisherman@gmail.com
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Fly of the Month: Hi Viz  Gypsy King 

By Jim Ferguson 

 

   

This fly is a little more time consuming but seems to be a favorite of several guides when the black beetles or 

crickets are out.   It is also a popular pattern for the Patagonia area in Southern Chile. 

 Hook:   Daiichi 1280  #10, #6 (This is a 2-X Long , 1X-Fine used for Stoneflies, Hoppers, Damsel  

      flies, and other dry flies.  A regular length hook could be used to imitate some of the shorter 

      beetles. 

 Thread:    Black UTC 70 

 Body:   Rear underbody of twisted peacock herl. 

 Overbody:  Black closed cell foam , 1/8" thick 

 Underwing: Opal Mirage Accent or equivalent 

 Wing:   Tan Poly Yarn 

 Legs:   Orange round legs - 2 pair each side 

 Hackle:   Grizzly dry hackle 

 Head Post:  Hot pink Poly Yarn  
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Step-By-Step Tying Directions 

1.  Mount the hook in the vise and wrap a thread base over the shank 

to a position above where the barb would be located.  If you are going 

to bend the barb down, do it prior to tying your fly.  (Fig 1) 

 

 

 

2.  Select 4 or 5 peacock herls, tie them in by the tips, form a dubbing 

loop, and wrap thread to mid shank. (Fig 2)  Using a clip, spin the pea-

cock herls and the dubbing loop to make a herl chenille (Fig 3.)  Wrap 

the peacock chenille rope up to the mid body position and tie off.  Trim 

the waste (Fig 4.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.  Cut a section of black closed cell foam about 1/4" wide.  The length 

should be slightly longer than the hook length.  You want the rear to be 

slightly past the bend and the front should extend over the eye (Fig 5.)  

Trim a V shape into the rear.  The very end should be blunt.  I would 

make the legs of the "V" longer than what is shown in Fig 6.  Use a 

razor blade to cut a slot in the front half of the underside of the body 

foam as in Fig 6. 

Figure 1 

Figure 2 

Figure 3 

Figure 4 

Figure 5 

Figure 6 
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4.  Place the foam over the hook shank as in Fig 7.  Make 

sure the front of the hook shank goes into the slot cut in the 

body foam.  This helps the fly to sit on the water flatter with 

the hook shank concealed.  Make a soft wrap around the 

foam.  After making another wrap, tighten the thread by pull-

ing upwards.  This helps the thread to tighten all around the 

hook shank and helps in keeping the foam from rotating. 

Make a couple of tight wraps forward and back to build a 

small region to mount the wing, leg, and hackle assembly 

(Fig8.)  You might want to lift the foam up and make several 

wraps around the hook shank to help in keeping the foam 

from rotating around the shank.  Bring the thread back to the 

wing position. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5.  Attach two strands of mirage accent to the shank with sev-

eral wraps of thread at the mid-length of the mirage fibers.  

This allows you to fold the mirage so you will have 4 strands 

going to the rear (Fig 9.)  Attach the brown poly yarn strand 

along the top of the hook shank with several wraps.  Be sure 

to have enough length on the tag ends so you can fold the 

front half of the wing back over the rear half of the wing.  Se-

cure with several wraps of thread (Fig 10.)  Trim the under 

wing mirage fibers and the brown poly yarn to a length equal 

to or slightly longer than the foam body (Fig 11.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 7 

Figure 8 

Figure 9 

Figure 10 

Figure 11 
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6.   When attaching the legs, it is easier if you attach the near 

side pair while the legs fibers are still attached to each other - 

same for the far side pair.  You will have fewer pieces of rub-

ber getting in your way when you wrap the hackle.  Attach the 

orange legs to the near and far side of the hook shank as in  

Fig 12.  You might want to add some head cement to the tie 

in area.  Do not spit the legs apart yet. 

 

 

 

 

7.  To keep the dangling legs from getting in the way during 

the hackle wrap, you might want to use something to trap the 

rear pointing legs to keep them out of the way as in Fig 13. 

 

 

 

 

8. Select a grizzly hackle and tie it in just in front of the tan 

wing (Fig 14.)  Wrap the grizzly hackle around the shank.  

Five or more wraps should produce a nice hackle (Fig 

15.)  Tie off the hackle and trim the waste.  Lift the foam 

in front and make several wraps of thread around the 

shank as you take the thread forward to a position about 

halfway between the hook eye and the hackle tie down 

position (Fig 16.) Make a couple loose wrap over the 

foam, tighten with upward tension on the thread.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 12 

Figure 13 

Figure 14 

Figure 15 

Figure 16 
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Fig 17shows a top view showing the developed thorax and head 

sections.  Trim the edges at the front of the foam to slightly round 

them off. 

 

 

 

 

 

17.  Tie in a piece of hot pink poly yarn to form a post .  Make a 

few wraps up the post so it sits above the tie in position as in Fig 

18.  Trim across the top to make a short post hot spot.  Use head 

cement to help secure all wraps.  In Fig 19 you can see the 

trimmed hot pink post.  A whip finish can be done at the post posi-

tion or the head can be lifted and a whip finish done on the shank 

right behind the hook eye. 

18.  Now is the time to trip the legs to length.  Fold the rear facing 

pair to the rear along the body and trim them so they are slightly 

longer than the rear foam body section (Fig 19.)  Fold the front 

facing pair forward along the side of the head section and trim 

them to a length equal to or slightly longer than the end of the 

head section (Fig 20.)  Using your bodkin, separate all the leg 

sections from each other.  The legs will give the fly some real 

movement.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 17 

Figure 18 

Figure 19 

Figure 20 
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19.  Use head cement over all exposed thread wraps.  Figure 21 shows a side view of the finished fly.  Figure 22 shows a top view, 

and figure 23 shows the view from the bottom. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Variations in this fly usually involve different colors for the legs, underwing fibers,  and main wing color.  The original pattern shows elk 

hair for the main wing instead of tan poly yarn and black legs instead of orange. 

Figure 21 

Figure 21 

Figure 22 

Figure 23 



 

 2016 Membership Application 

The Santiam Flycasters, P.O. Box 691, Salem, OR 97308  

www.santiamflycasters.com  

Type of Membership (circle one): Regular $25, Family $30  

  

Name  _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Telephone_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Email         _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Family Members  _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Please tell us why you want to be member (please check all that apply):  __ hear presentations on various fly fishing topics, 

__ improve my fly tying skills, __ improve my fly casting skills, __ participate in fishing stream and lake improvement projects,  __ go 

on fishing trips with other club members,  __ learn about fishing in the area, __ other (please specify:  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Are you an FFF Member? (circle one): Yes, No  

Are you interested in obtaining a Santiam Flycasters name tag? (circle one): Yes, No  

You must sign this release each year when you renew to participate in club activities.  

*Note:  Dues are from January 1st to December 31st.  There is a 50% reduction after July 1st. 

 Liability Release and Hold Harmless Agreement  

As a condition of membership or of participation in any activity encouraged or publicized by the Santiam Flycasters, I voluntarily assume all risks of my 
participation. In acknowledgment that I am doing so entirely upon my own initiative, risk and responsibility I do hereby for myself, heirs, executors, and 
administrators agree to remise, fully release, hold harmless, and forever discharge the Santiam Flycasters, all its officers, board members and volun-
teers, acting officially or otherwise, from any and all claims, demands, actions or causes of actions, on account of my death or on account of any injury 
to me or my property that may occur from any cause whatsoever while participating in any such Santiam Flycasters activity.  

 I acknowledge that I have carefully read this hold harmless and release agreement, and fully understand that it is a release of liability. I further 
acknowledge that I am waving any rights that I may have to bring legal action to assert a claim against the Santiam Flycasters for its negligence.  

I have read the above statement and agree to its terms as a condition of my membership in the Santiam Flycasters.  

 X_________________________________________________________________________________  

Signature                                                      Print Name                                                               Date  

Sant iam Flycasters  
P.O. Box 691 

Salem, OR 97308 

santiamflycasters@yahoo.com 

www. Santiamflycasters.com 


