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Preparing for Lunch on the Crooked River  

SFC October Outing 

November Program— 

The Magic of the McKenzie River 

With Lou Verdugo 

 
Lou Verdugo, avid fly 

fishing angler and guide for 

over 20 years, has spent 

most his time on the 

McKenzie River.  Lou 

works retail sales at the 

Caddis Fly Shop on 

Thursdays and Fridays 

when he is not out fishing 

or guiding.   Lou has fly-

fished all over the world from 

Christmas Island to Cuba.  His experience and presentations 

are filled with information and he seeks to leave audiences with 

a clear understanding of the topics. Lou has acquired a great 

deal of knowledge about the McKenzie from Blue River to the 

McKenzie confluence in Coburg.  Lou will be sharing his 

knowledge in a slide presentation.  

SFC Outing to the McKenzie River in May 



2017 Officers and Board 

At its November 7 meeting, 

the SFC Board will nomi-

nate officers for 2017.  The 

club will be asked to confirm 

those nominations at our 

November 10 meeting. 

As you know, the Board 

appreciates all of the ad-

vice, guidance, recommen-

dations, and participation 

that you can provide in this 

process.  Please feel free to 

provide that assistance to 

any Board member.  Better 

yet, come to the Board 

meeting at 7:00 and be part 

of the process!  We’d love 

to have you. 

General duties of the offic-

ers are: 

President-Preside at the 

Board and general meet-

ings. 

Vice President-Secure pro-

grams and presenters for 

general meetings. 

Secretary-Prepare minutes 

of the Board meetings. 

Treasurer-Handle the mon-

ey and prepare a financial 

report for the Board. 

As you probably know, the 

Board meets for about an 

hour each month and es-

tablishes the outing sched-

ule, agrees on club activi-

ties and outreach, and han-

dles needed club decisions.  

Visitors are always wel-

come at the Board meet-

ings. We value and need 

your participation in the op-

eration of our club.. 
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Crooked River Outing Report 
By Howard Palmer 

CAMPING ON THE CROOKED RIVER  
 

Anyone who has ever fished Central Oregon’s 
Crooked River below Bowman Dam, knows 
perfectly well that the resident Redsides can 
be anything but compliant.  In fact, they can be 
down right defiant when they want to be.  The 
weekend of  October 8th proved to be the ex-
ception however for 14 members of the San-
tiam Flycasters.  The rain that drenched us on 
our departure from Salem was quickly forgot-
ten as usual upon our arrival in Sisters, and the 
fall colors beckoned us on as we crossed the 
Santiam Pass in route to our ultimate destina-
tion.  

Flow volumes, coupled with almost perfect 
weather, provided a most delightful weekend, 
with everyone hooking, and landing at least 
one or two fish.  (So OK, some were bigger 
than others)  Even those “Small Mouth Trout” 
called the Mountain Whitefish came out to play 
and fell to the prowess of a couple of ardent 
admirers.  The fly of choice was anything from 
Purple Haze, and Rainbow Warriors, to any 
number of midge, Chironomid, and yes, even 
a few dry fly patterns.  The fish really didn’t 
seem to care, and everyone fished their hearts 
out under clear skies and relatively warm fall 
temperatures.  Even yours truly caught a cou-
ple of relatively nice finned fellows.   

The fishing was highlighted by friendly evening 
fires, and a great lunch that was offered up by 
chef Tim Johnson, who offered up some great 
cheese burgers and brats, which were greatly 
complimented by some wonderful side dish-
es.  All in all, it was a great weekend and I look 
forward to our next trip to this fabulous blue 
ribbon fishery,  that is truly one of Oregon’s 
finest trout streams.  (By the way, my son, who 
lives at Crooked River Ranch, and fishes this 
river quite frequently reminded me that the 
Whitefish will be in an intense spawning mode 
in November, and he recommends using an 
egg pattern any time during the month.) 

 See you on the water. 

Howard 
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Deschutes River Outing Report 
By Ken Karnosh 

Two Years in a Row!! 

Similar to our outing there in 2015, dirty, rotten, thieving scoundrels hit 
Trout Creek campground on Saturday evening of our outing.  They 
stole several rods and gear from another camp and stole several of 
Bill’s gear bags.  Terrible ending/interruption to an outing! 

Fishing was pretty tough on Saturday, after reports of good success on 
Friday.  There were quite a few other fisherpersons on the river on Sat-
urday and reports were of limited success.  Water level was a bit higher 
than in the past but very fishable. 

Only three Santiam Flycasters floated the river.  The day started out 
with frost starting to form on the windshields at camp and a surreal fog 
hanging over the river.  Very soon, though, it turned into a beautiful day 
to be on the river. 

We weren’t able to fish until below Mecca, although we would have 
liked to fish a couple of spots above there, and only hooked 2 or 3 fish 
each during our float.  Small nymphs, with maybe a bit of flash, fished 
near the bottom seemed to work. 

Ken had good success near camp, hooking over a dozen on Friday af-
ternoon and 3 more after the float on Saturday.  Maybe, one just had to 
find the right spot to fish! 

Welcome New 

Member in October 

 

John Wingerton, 
Salem 

 

 

Scheduled SFC Club  

Outings 

Nov. 5 Devil’s Lake 

(New!) 

 

2017 Outings 

At its December 5 

meeting, the Board 

will develop a list of 

our club outings for 

2017.  We value your 

comments, 

recommendations, 

and assistance in that 

process. 

In 2016, we  had 

about 16 outings to 

13 locations, with all 

outings on weekends.  

Did we have too 

many?  Did we go to a 

location that you 

didn’t like?  Do you 

recommend another 

location that we 

should consider?  

Should we do some 

outings during the 

week to avoid the 

weekend crowds? 

Please either provide 

your comments to 

any Board member or 

e-mail them to Ken at  

KenKarnosh@gmail.co

m.  Thanks for your 

help.  

 

 

Win this Classic Accessories Wilderness 9’ Pontoon Boat 

Thanks to a generous donation by Ray Phelps, Santiam Flycasters is 
offering raffle tickets for this boat.  Tickets will be available at the No-
vember and December monthly meetings for $10 each, or 6 for $50.  
The drawing will be held at the December Holiday Potluck Dinner Meet-
ing, on Thursday, December 8. 

The boat has never been used and is still in its original packaging.  The 
boat’s dry weight is 68.3 lbs., with a maximum person and gear capacity 
of 400 lbs.  It comes with two stitched-in side bags, two 6’ oars, a pad-
ded, swivel base seat, a rear cargo platform, an anchor bag and cord, 
and 2 detachable micro-slit foam fly patches.  Value $300. 

mailto:KenKarnosh@gmail.com
mailto:KenKarnosh@gmail.com
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November 5 Devils Lake Outing 

On November 5, we have added an outing to fish Devils Lake near Lincoln 
City.  There could be some leftover planted trout and the lake holds a good 
population of resident cutthroats as well as some rainbows and Coho 
smolts. 

To get there, drive west on Highways 22 and 18 to Highway 101, turn south 
on 101 for about a mile, and turn left onto East Devils Lake Road.  Follow it 
about 4 miles to the East Devils Lake State Park boat launch.  Although 
one may fish off of the dock, a floating device is really needed. 

Suggested equipment is 4-6 weight rods with either floating or intermediate 
lines since the lake is fairly shallow.  Flies include woolly buggers, 
emergers, and the venerable Chironomid. 

Chef Howard will serve some clam chowder and bread at lunchtime, so 
bring a small side dish to share if you wish. 

Santiam Flycasters  

BOARD AND  OFFICERS 

Loren Bergerson  

 President 

Dwight Klemin 

 Vice President/Programs 

Sam Thomas 

 Secretary 

Tim Johnson  

 Treasurer/Membership 

Board Members 

Will and Reenie Satak  

 Concessions 

Nancy Beeson  

 Raffles 

Matt Neznanski 

 Webmaster 

Leroy Shepherd  

 Newsletter Layout/Design 

Howard Palmer 

 Newsletter Editor 

Keith Burkhart  
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Bob Karau  

Ken Karnosh 

Jerrold Martisak  

Don Meyer 

Steve Reynolds 

Josh Richmond 
 

Board Members Wanted 

The Santiam Flycasters 
want you! We are looking 
for a few good men and 
women. If you are inter-
ested in helping decide 
who our presenters are 
and where we go for our 
outings, please join us. 
Or, if you just want to 
find out what goes on 
during the board meet-
ings or want to share 
your opinion; please join 
us. No experience needed, 
just your interest in fly fish-
ing is all it takes to be a 
board member. 

Anniversary Adventure 

By Leroy Shepherd 
40 years ago my wife and I spent our first 
summer of married life cooking for a Forest 
Service Fire Crew at the Steamboat Ranger 
Station across the river from the now well-
known Steamboat Inn on the North 
Umpqua River.  When I asked Jean what 
she would like to do for our anniversary she 
said, “I want to fish where we lived that first 
summer.”  

Given our work schedules, we were able to 
get away in mid-October and with the help of 
guide Tony Wratney we spent a day first 
fishing the hole just down the bank from 

where we lived just below the bridge crossing Steamboat Creek and 
learning and exploring the river, spey casting, and ultimately both of us 
hooking into a steelhead (even though just for a few moments). 

We were challenged to be led through 
narrow breaks in the bedrock to reach 
casting positions. Getting Jean to 
wade above her knees and then to 
her waist was, in her words, “an 
adventure.”  However, the guide 
complemented Jean on how quickly 
she picked up on two-handed casting, 
while I kept challenging him with my 
inability to quite put it all together. 

Nevertheless, it was a great day on 
the river.  So, when you come to that significant anniversary and  you think 
about what to do to commemorate it . . . Go Fishing! 

 

Jean learning to spey cast just 

below the bridge over Steamboat 

Creek 
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Fly Of The Month by Jim Ferguson 
March Brown Dry 

 

   Hook:          10 to 12 (TMC 100BL) 

   Tail:            Ginger cock hackle fibers 

   Body:          Greyish yellow-brown fox-fur dubbing or Hareline March Brown 

   Wing:          Wood duck drake brownish flank feather, with distinct barring, divided 

   Hackle:       Dark grizzly and dark ginger wound together (or separately)  

   Head:         Orange (8/0 UNI) 

 

The March Brown pattern has roots in England.  Preston Jennings created the American March Brown 

from those English roots.  Here, in the United States, there are two prominent versions, one called the 

Eastern March Brown (or just the March Brown) and one called the Western March Brown.  The Eastern 

version is what I would call a more delicate tie while the Western version is more robust for the heavier 

waters we fish.  Then, there are all sorts of pattern variations in between depending on who tied the pat-

tern and what dubbing they found available.  Some people like to use the fibers close to the vent for the 

urine on a fox skin which gets a great pinkish tone from the urine stain.  Add a pinch of Adams grey musk-

rat to a bunch of the pinkish fox fibers and throw them into a blender to get a beautiful March Brown dub-

bing.   Jeff Smith gave Bill Meier a book containing some great classic trout patterns and Bill loaned the 

book to me.  This version of the March Brown was cited in the book. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Step-By-Step Tying Directions    

 

1.  Place the hook into the vise.  De-barb the hook if needed prior to tying the pattern. 

 
 

2.  Attach the tying thread to the shank about one eye length to the rear of the eye and wrap a thread base 

to the half shank position, then wrap the thread forward to about the 1/3 shank position. 

 
 

3.  Select a wood duck lemon flank feather with long fibers.  Try to choose one with close to equal length 

fibers on both sides ( a center) and remove the fluff from the lower part of the stem.  Using your thumb and 

finger, splay out the fibers from the stem so they have their tips aligned and lie perpendicular to the feather 

stem. 

               
 

4.  Pull several sections off of the stem while keeping the fiber tips even.  Stack then into a bunch as in the 

first picture with the tips as even as possible.  When you pull the fibers off, sometimes part of the stem will 

remain attached holding the fibers in a flat orientation.  Pick up the bunch using your thumb and middle fin-

ger as in the second picture so the butts are sticking out.  Cut off the butts to remove any of the stem hold-

ing the fibers together.  Now, only the little Velcro like fibers on the stems hold the fibers together. 
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5.  Lay the bundle down carefully so the tips remain aligned.  Using the thumb and middle finger again, wet 

your fingers and pick up the bundle so the tips are sticking out where you can see them.  Roll the fibers back 

and forth, keeping the tips aligned as best as possible.  This will blend the sections together and separate 

some of the feather fibers from each other as shown in the second picture.  Wetting your fingers helps in 

maintaining pressure on the feather fibers while you roll them back and forth. 

                     
 

6.  Mount the wing fiber bundle (with tips pointing forward) on top of the shank at the 1/3 shank position 

  
 

7.  By holding up the butts while cutting the wings bundle waste you can create and angled cut that will help 

in producing a tapered underbody. 

 
 

8.  Bind down the waste to produce the tapered underbody behind the wing.  Wrap the thread forward and 

wrap several tight wraps in front of the wing up against the wing base to post it up.  Let the thread hang.  Use 

your thumb to push the wing bundle back towards the rear.  This will make the fibers splay out and separate 

somewhat into two groups on either side of the shank.  Use your thread to figure-eight wrap the wings to pro-

vide a divided wing as in the second picture below.  Take the tying thread to the tail tie in position at the rear. 
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9.  Select a ginger cock hackle with nice stiff fibers for the tail material.  Splay the fibers out to the side to align 

the ends and pull or cut the fibers off the stem.  Tie in the tail bundle on top of the shank.  Tail should be a 

shank length of slightly shorter.  Try to keep the tail fibers level with the hook shank.  A turn of tying thread un-

der the tail may help in keeping the fibers level as well as letting them splay a little.  This is a mayfly and the 

natural would have forked tails.  Wrap the thread up the shank over the tail waste to the back of the tapered 

wing tie down assembly.  This helps in creating a smooth body taper without any bumps.   Trim the remaining 

tail waste fibers and take the thread to the rear. 

          
 

10.  Dub a tapered body leaving a space behind the wing to attach the hackles. 

 
 

11.  Prepare the hackles by stripping off some fibers from the stems.  You will be attaching two hackles, a griz-

zly and a dark ginger.  Place the hackles with their concave sides together.  This allows some of the fibers to 

face forward, and some to face backward when wrapped around the shank.  There are at least two ways to tie 

in the hackles.  One way is to attach them to the underside of the shank.  Another way is to allow the stems to 

lie along the top of the shank between the divided wings.   This helps to keep the wings divided.  Make several 

thread wraps to bind the hackle stems on top of the shank and behind the wing.  Take the thread under the 

wing and bind down the stems on top of the shank in front of the wing.  Let the thread hang. 
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12.  Sometimes both hackles can be wound on at the same time.  Care must be taken to keep from twisting 

the stems as you wrap.  You also have to be sure not to trap or pull wing fibers around the shank as you make 

the under the wing transition with the hackle stems.  The genetic hackles with their small diameter stems help 

in maximizing hackle density without stem bulk.  You can also wrap the hackles one at a time but you need to 

wiggle the stems so they seat down on the shank without trapping the fibers from the previously wound hack-

le.  Here, I have wrapped the hackles separately.  Make two or three turns behind the wing, cross over under 

the shank and wrap two turns in front.  Try to leave a place for the other hackle to be wrapped up against the 

front of the wing.  Tie off the first hackle with two or three turns of thread but do not cut the waste.  Wrap the 

second hackle forward while wiggling it so it seats the stem down between the stem wraps of the previously 

wound hackle.  Make two turns behind the wing and cross over under the wing and make two or three turns of 

hackle in front of the wing.  Tie off the hackle stem with a couple of thread wraps, trim the hackle wastes, form 

the head, and whip finish. 
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13.  If you use head cement, be sure to pull the hackle fibers back out of the way and run a stem through the 

eye to clear it if needed.  A check on proportions and balance can be done by setting the fly down on a level 

surface.  A three-point stance is hoped for where the fly will be supported by the (1) hackle tips, (2) bottom of 

hook bend, and (3) tip of the tail. 
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2016 Membership Application 

The Santiam Flycasters, P.O. Box 691, Salem, OR 97308  

www.santiamflycasters.com  

Type of Membership (circle one): Regular $25, Family $30  

  

Name  _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Telephone_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Email         _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Family Members  _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Please tell us why you want to be member (please check all that apply):  __ hear presentations on various fly fishing topics, 

__ improve my fly tying skills, __ improve my fly casting skills, __ participate in fishing stream and lake improvement projects,  __ go 

on fishing trips with other club members,  __ learn about fishing in the area, __ other (please specify:  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Are you an FFF Member? (circle one): Yes, No  

Are you interested in obtaining a Santiam Flycasters name tag? (circle one): Yes, No  

You must sign this release each year when you renew to participate in club activities.  

*Note:  Dues are from January 1st to December 31st.  There is a 50% reduction after July 1st. for new members. 

 Liability Release and Hold Harmless Agreement  

As a condition of membership or of participation in any activity encouraged or publicized by the Santiam Flycasters, I voluntarily assume all risks of my 
participation. In acknowledgment that I am doing so entirely upon my own initiative, risk and responsibility I do hereby for myself, heirs, executors, and 
administrators agree to remise, fully release, hold harmless, and forever discharge the Santiam Flycasters, all its officers, board members and volun-
teers, acting officially or otherwise, from any and all claims, demands, actions or causes of actions, on account of my death or on account of any injury 
to me or my property that may occur from any cause whatsoever while participating in any such Santiam Flycasters activity.  

 I acknowledge that I have carefully read this hold harmless and release agreement, and fully understand that it is a release of liability. I further 
acknowledge that I am waving any rights that I may have to bring legal action to assert a claim against the Santiam Flycasters for its negligence.  

I have read the above statement and agree to its terms as a condition of my membership in the Santiam Flycasters.  

 X_________________________________________________________________________________  

Signature                                                      Print Name                                                               Date  

Sant iam Flycasters  
P.O. Box 691 

Salem, OR 97308 

santiamflycasters@yahoo.com 

www. Santiamflycasters.com 


