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January Program  — Thursday January 12 

“Understanding Fly Lines is More Important 

Than You Think!”     

With Bill Wheeler 
An avid fly fisher and 
Certified Master 
Instructor, Bill Wheeler 
will present his thoughts 
on fly lines.  Bill will take 
us through the function, 
profiles, and uses of 
modern fly lines.  The 
name of the game is 
controlling the fly 
presentation. 

Choosing the correct fly 
line for each situation 
helps the angler’s 
presentation.  Bill’s 
knowledge and fishing 
experience can provide 

you with information to choose a better fly line to further your fishing experience. 

Bill had been fly fishing about 10 years when he moved to Washington State and 
landed up on Lake Alice. At first he thought his eyesight was going bad because he 
couldn't see his fly when he cast. It turned out that his eyesight was fine, his casting 
was bad. So he started on a journey to become a better caster resulting in 
becoming an IFFF Master Certified Casting Instructor (MCI). He has had the 
opportunity to teach casting at the IFFF Fly Fishing Fair as well as the Ellensburg 
Fly Fishing Fair and various club and private venues.  

Currently he can see his fly, he just wishes that more fish would see it.   
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Board Members Wanted 

The Santiam Flycasters 
want you! We are looking 
for a few good men and 
women. If you are inter-
ested in helping decide 
who our presenters are 
and where we go for our 
outings, please join us. 
Or, if you just want to 
find out what goes on 
during the board meet-
ings or want to share 
your opinion; please join 
us. No experience needed, 
just your interest in fly fish-
ing is all it takes to be a 
board member. 
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It's Time to Renew Your Santiam Flycasters Membership  

If you haven’t done so already, this is an excellent time to renew your Santiam 
Flycasters membership for 2017.  Membership expired on December 31.  Dues 
for 2017 remain the same low price of $25 for individuals and $30 for fami-
lies.  Use the form on the back of the newsletter to renew your membership, or 
download the form from the Santiam Flycasters website 
(www.santiamflycasters.com).  You can drop off the signed membership renew-
al form and payment at the Thursday, January 12th monthly meeting, or mail it 
to: Santiam Flycasters, PO Box 691, Salem, OR 97308.    

The New Santiam Flycasters Caps Are Here!  

Featuring the Santiam Flycasters logo, the caps come in two colors, tan and 
sage. The price remains a low $12.00. Pick one up at any of the upcoming 
monthly meetings. They make an excellent gift. 

2017 Santiam Flycasters Annual Auction  

Thursday, February 9 

Make sure to mark your calen-
dar for this important date.  The 
Santiam Flycasters Annual 
Auction is a win-win for our 
club.  It raises funds necessary 
for the club to cover costs of 
speaker fees, Pringle Hall rent-
al fees, outing costs, and other 
expenses.  Membership fees 
are not enough to cover all of 
these costs.  The auction also 
benefits club members by 
providing fishing, camping, and 
related items at a great value. 

We receive some of the auction 
items from fly fishing equip-
ment manufacturers, retailers, 

outfitters, and fly shops.  However, many of these items come from our own 
members in the form of hand-tied flies and fly fishing equipment and camping 
supplies.  So, please consider tying a dozen or so flies for the auction (we will 
provide the fly boxes).  If you have the skills, mounted display flies are popular 
items at the auction.  Also, consider donating one of your surplus fly rods, reels, 
fly lines, fly tying tools and materials, or camping equipment.  Donated items 
should be clean and in good condition (one fly fisher's surplus is another’s 
treasure). 

For more information, please contact Tim Johnson, this year’s auction coordina-
tor, at tim.the.fisherman@gmail.com or 503-507-8552.   

 

Many thanks 
to all those 

who prepared  

 

the December 
Holiday       
dinner 

 

We enjoyed     
ourselves! 

 

http://www.santiamflycasters.com
mailto:tim.the.fisherman@gmail.com
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Staying Afloat: Tips 

for Keeping Your Dry 

Fly Dry 
 

1. If you don’t tie your 

own flies, be sure to 

buy high quality dry 

flies. 

2. Treat your flies before 

you fish them. 

3. Technique: What 

causes flies to get 

waterlogged more 

than anything else is 

drag.  When your fly 

doesn’t drift naturally 

with the current, and 

instead pulls 

unnaturally against 

the current, not only 

will you not catch 

many fish, your fly is 

going to become 

more waterlogged 

and require far more 

maintenance to keep 

it floating. 

4. Carry your fly in your 

hand wen you move 

from spot to spot 

instead of letting it 

drag in the water. 

 

See the full article 

http://doczz.net/

doc/4262167/april-

newsletter--staying-afloat

-%E2%80%93-tips-for-

keeping-your-... 

First 2017 Outing—January 28 Wi-Ne-Ma Lake 
If you haven’t already done so, check out our list of 2017 outings here in this 
newsletter or on our website.  Lots of fishing options! 

On January 28 for our first 
outing of 2017, we will fish 
the lake at Camp Wi-Ne-Ma 
on the coast.  It has a good 
population of native Cut-
throat Trout that have been 
cooperative the last few 
years. 

To get there, drive west on 
Highways 22 and 18 and 
either drive to Highway 101 
and turn right or turn right 
onto the Three Rivers High-
way at Valley Junction, turn 
left onto the Little Nestucca 
River highway at Dolph 

Junction and then left onto Highway 101.  The Camp Wi-Ne-Ma Road turns west 
off Highway 101 between Mileposts 93 and 94 just north of the viewpoint. 

Leroy will have things open around 8:00, with hot coffee available, and will serve 
lunch around noon for a nominal donation of $5.  If the weather does not cooper-
ate, bring your fly tying gear or we can also practice casting inside.   

A floating device provides the best access to the lake, but one can fish from the 
shore at a couple of spots.  Use a light rod with either floating or intermediate 
line.  Woolly buggers and other subsurface flies work well, probably with a bead-
head for floating line.  Green has been a successful color. 

Mark your calendars for the NW Fly Tyer/Fly Fishing Expo in Albany on 

March 10 and 11. 

Our club will again be managing the silent auction and we need volun-

teers to help with that.  Volunteers get free admission for a couple hours 

of easy help. 

We will have a sign-up sheet at the club meeting or e-mail Ken at 
KenKarnosh@gmail.com to volunteer. 
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2017 Outings 

It’s time to mark your 2017 calendars for our club outings.  
The Board included many of our popular past locations and 
added a couple of new ones.  Should be something for every-
one! 

 January 28-Lake Wi-Ne-Ma 

 February 18-Devils Lake 

 March 18-Deschutes River (Beavertail) 

 April 8-Willamette River (Harrisburg) 

 May 13-McKenzie River (Hayden-Armitage) 

 May 20-Crooked River 

 June 17-Trail Bridge Reservoir 

 June 24-Deschutes River (Trout Creek) 

 July 8-East Lake 

 July 19 (Wednesday)-Three Creek lake 

 August 12-Willamette River (Keizer) 

 August 26-Little Nestucca River 

 September 9-Hosmer Lake 

 September 16-Walton Lake 

 September 23-Umpqua River (Elkton) 

 October 14-Crooked River 

 October 21-Deschutes River (Trout Creek) 

 November 11-Devils Lake 

 

That is a lot!  The Board may, though, consider adding anoth-
er one or more.   



   FLY OF THE MONTH 

by Jim Ferguson 

BAETIS CRIPPLE 

January 2017 
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       Hook:  Standard dry fly, size 18 -20  (#18 used here) 

       Thread:  Brown,  8/0 

       Tail:  Several pheasant tail fibers 

       Rib:  Copper wire, small or fine, reversed wrapped 

       Body:  Pheasant tail fibers 

       Wing:  Deer body hair 

       Hackle:  Grizzly dyed olive 

 

This pattern is a simplified tie of a Quigley Cripple style.  You can think of this fly as either an emerger or a 

stuck-in-the-shuck cripple for a May fly.  Ribbing not only reinforces the body for strength but adds some 

weight to the shank, hopefully allowing the shank to settle down in the water film while the deer hair wing and 

hackle keeps it suspended and floating. 

 

 

 

 

 



Step - By -Step Tying Directions 

 

1.  Place the hook in the vise with the shank level  (Fig. 1) and attach the tying thread directly behind the eye of the hook (Fig. 2)  Usual-

ly, an eye length space is left behind the eye but not for this pattern.  Wrap the thread back to the rear of the shank. 

     Fig. 1         Fig. 2   

 

2.  Select a few Pheasant tail fibers for the tail material.  Tie on the Pheasant fibers on top of the hook shank with two turns of tying 

thread.  Make one turn under the tail fibers and then continue to wrap the tail fibers down on top of the shank a little past the half shank 

position  (Fig.3.)  Trim off the waste. 

     Fig. 3   

 

3.  Attach the copper rib with a few wraps and while holding the thread taught, bend the end of the wire into a "U" shape so the end folds 

back over the tie in spot (Fig.4.)  Bind down the copper wire as you take the tying thread to the rear of the shank (Fig. 5.) 

     Fig. 4       Fig. 5   

 

4.  Select several Pheasant tail fibers to use for the body material  (Fig. 6), and tie them in by the tips.  Wrap the tying thread forward 

making a slightly tapered underbody as in Fig. 7 

     Fig. 6         Fig. 7   

 

5. Without twisting the Pheasant tail fibers, wrap them forward and tie off as in Fig. 8.  Wrap the copper rib forward using reverse 

wraps  (Fig 9.)  Try to make two wraps at the rear.  Tie off the wire at the front and while holding tension on the tying thread,  

6.  
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worry off the wire and trim off the body waste (Fig 10.) Wrap the tying thread back to a spot to provide space for the wing and hackle.  

The material wraps in front of the tying thread will act as part of a thorax. 

     Fig. 8       Fig. 9   

     Fig. 10   

 

6.  Select a clump of deer hair for the wing.  Clean and stack the hair.  Tie in the deer hair bundle on top of the shank.  I usually place 

some head cement on the fibers where I will be tying them in to help in compression of the fibers.  Make a few  turns of tying thread 

and then tighten as you pull upwards.  This is why you started the thread right behind the eye.  You want a thread  base under the 

wing to help in keeping it from sliding around the shank.  Adjust the clump to keep them on top of the shank and tips projecting over 

the front of the hook  (Fig. 11.)  Make a few wraps forward and then back to create a space for the hackle.  Trim off the deer hair 

waste at an angle as in Fig. 12.  Be sure to leave the stubs.   

     Fig. 11        Fig. 12   

 

7.  Select a hackle and remove fibers to reveal the stem.  Tie in the hackle as in Fig. 13.  Trim of the stem waste.  Wrap several turns 

of hackle to fill the space between the deer hair stubs and the wing (Fig. 14) 

     Fig.  13       Fig.14   

Tie off the hackle using only two or three turns of thread.  Try to keep from binding down any hackle fibers.  There are a  couple of 

options for tying off the thread.  A couple of half hitches or two sets of three wraps forming a whip finish between the hackle and wing 

can work.  Or, if you left a little space between the eye and the start of the wing, you can pull hackle fibers out of the way and do a 
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whip finish right behind the eye of the hook.  Use tweezers to pull out any fibers caught under the thread wraps.  Using a fine needle, 

add a little head cement.  Be sure the eye of the hook is clear (Fig. 15.) 

 

                  Fig. 15   

 

My  hackle is too long.  Try to get a nice dry fly saddle hackle about one gap or 1½ gaps in length 
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Santiam Flycasters 

2017 Membership Form 

The Santiam Flycasters, Inc. is a group of men, women, and youths in the Salem area who have a common interest in flyfishing and have 

joined together to share their experiences and knowledge of the sport since 1975.  The club was incorporated as an Oregon non-profit 

organization in March of 1977. The Santiam Flycasters, Inc. is affiliated with the Federation of Fly Fishers. 

The mission of the Santiam Flycasters is to promote the sport of fly-fishing for all interested individuals of every generation now and into 

the future. Through fellowship, education, conservation practices, promoting research, guardianship of proper regulations and support 

the Santiam Flycasters can succeed in this mission. 

We meet in Salem the second Thursday of each month (no meeting in July) 
at the Pringle Park Community Building 

606 Church Street at 7:00 pm. 
www.santiamflycasters.com 

 

Mail the completed signed form to: The Santiam Flycasters, P.O. Box 691, Salem, OR 97308, or drop it off in person at our next 

meeting.  *Dues are from January 1st through December 31st.  For new members, there is a 50% reduction after July 1st. 

Regular -- $25      Family -- $30      Youth--$10 

NAME: ________________________________________________________              

ADDRESS/CITY/STATE/ZIP:         ___________________________________                            

PHONE #:         ___________________________________________________________    

EMAIL:                                                                                                                                                                         

FAMILY MEMBERS:                                                                                                                                                      

Please tell us why you want to be member (please check all that apply):  __ hear presentations on various fly fishing 
topics, __ improve my fly tying skills, __ improve my fly casting skills, __ participate in fishing stream and lake im-
provement projects,  __ go on fishing trips with other club members,  __ learn about fishing in the area,  

__ other (please specify:__________________________________________________________________________) 

Are you an FFF Member?   Yes No 

Are you interested in obtaining an SFC Name Tag?   Yes No 
 

You must sign this release each year when you renew to participate in club activities. 

LIABILITY RELEASE AND HOLD HARMLESS AGREEMENT 

As a condition of membership or of participation in any activity encouraged or publicized by the Santiam Flycasters, I voluntarily assume 

all risks of my participation.  In acknowledgment that I am doing so entirely upon my own initiative, risk and responsibility I do hereby for myself, 

heirs, executors, and administrators agree to remise, fully release, hold harmless, and forever discharge the Santiam Flycasters, all its officers, board 

members and volunteers, acting officially or otherwise, from any and all claims, demands, actions or causes of actions, on account of my death or on 

account of any injury to me or my property that may occur from any cause whatsoever while participating in any such Santiam Flycasters activity. 

 I acknowledge that I have carefully read this hold harmless and release agreement, and fully understand that it is a release of liability.  I further 
acknowledge that I am waving any rights that I may have to bring legal action to assert a claim against the Santiam Flycasters for its negligence. 

 I have read the above statement and agree to its terms as a condition of my membership in the Santiam Flycasters. 

X_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

         Signature                                                                   Print Name                                                                                                  Date 


