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Fishing the Crooked River in Central Oregon 

With Frank Turek 

Thursday, May 11, 7:00 pm 

 

Frank Turek is a long time member of 
Central Oregon Flyfishers in Bend and 
chair of the Kokanee Karnival Youth 
Education Program. Frank will be speaking 
about fishing the Crooked River in Central 
Oregon. This is one of his favorite winter 
fishing locations. His presentation will 
include specifics about his favorite fishing 
technique on this river, the Chuck and 
Duck, with equipment set up and a 

discussion about how to fish using this technique. He will describe his 
favorite fly patterns and show locations where he fishes the Crooked River.  
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Board Members Wanted 

The Santiam Flycasters 
want you! We are looking 
for a few good men and 
women. If you are inter-
ested in helping decide 
who our presenters are 
and where we go for our 
outings, please join us. 
Or, if you just want to 
find out what goes on 
during the board meet-
ings or want to share 
your opinion; please join 
us. No experience needed, 
just your interest in fly fish-
ing is all it takes to be a 
board member. 
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May 13 McKenzie River Outing 
On May 13, we will float and fish 
the McKenzie River from Hayden 
Bridge to Armitage Park.  A 
pontoon boat or drift boat is 
needed for this trip. 

We will meet at Armitage Park at 
8:15 a.m.  To get there, drive I-5 
south to Exit 199 (Coburg), turn 
right toward Coburg for about a 
mile, turn left at the T onto 
Coburg Road, and drive south 
across the river to Armitage Park.  
We will combine our boats and 

shuttle up to Hayden Bridge.  Be ready to pay a $4 parking fee. 

Suggested gear is 4-6 weight rods with floating line.  Flies include pupa, 
nymphs, and possibly dries for mayflies (including March Browns), 
caddis, and stoneflies.  Midge pupa also may be a good choice. 

At our last outing for this stretch several years ago, Chip O’Brien fished 
with us.  He later wrote a magazine article about it and said “The 
cutthroats were so easy to catch, I finally tried to find a fly that they 
wouldn’t hit!”  Obviously, he is a better fisherman than some of us! 

The club will not provide a meal, so bring your lunch as well as your 
personal floatation device. 

 
May 20 Crooked River Outing 
On May 20, we will fish the 
Crooked River south of 
Prineville.  The river flows have 
been quite high this winter, so 
we hope they have adequately 
receded by then.  You can make 
this a camping trip, stay in a 
motel, or just make it a long day 
trip. 

We will camp at Cobble Rock 
campground.  To get there, drive 
east on Highway 20 through 
Sisters, turn left onto Highway 126 on the east edge of Sisters and drive 
through Redmond to Prineville, turn right onto Highway 27 toward 
Bowman Dam in the middle of Prineville, and drive about 17 miles to the 
campground. 

Suggested gear is 4-6 weight rods with floating line.  Suggested flies 
include pupa, emergers, and dries for blue wing olives and midges as 
well as scuds.  Although larger flies may work, generally sizes 16-20 
seem to be the best.  Fish the pupa flies right along the bottom. 

The club will provide an entrée for the Saturday lunch, so bring a small 
side dish to share if you wish.  The rocks are slippery, so bring your 
wading staff. 



Page 3 

Welcome these New 
Members in April 
 
Drew Lianopoulos, 
Salem 
 
John Meyer, Salem 
 
Jeana Scholten, Salem 
 

 

 
SFC-Fish Electronic 
Message Board 
  
One of the benefits of being a 

Santiam Flycasters member is 

having access to the SFC-

FISH electronic message 

board. The message board 

gives members the 

opportunity to communicate 

with other about fly fishing 

and related topics. Once 

subscribed, you can post 

messages to SFC-FISH by 

sending an email to  
sfc-fish@googlegroups.com  
You will receive messages 

posted by other members via 

your email account. It's as 

easy as that. To subscribe to 

SFC-FISH, simply send an 

email request to  
santiamflycasters@yahoo.com,  

and we'll subscribe you and 

notify you when you can 

begin using the message 

board. Note: your SFC 

membership must be current 

to be a subscriber of SFC-

FISH. 

Looking Ahead to the June Meeting 
At our June meeting, we will again do fly 
tying demonstrations and will sponsor a 
swap meet as well as doing some cast-
ing on the lawn.  We will not have a pro-
gram. 

So, if you have some fly fishing equip-
ment that you no longer need, get it 
ready to let someone else buy and love 
and use it some more. 

Also, we’ll be looking for a few volun-
teers to demonstrate tying a few flies of 
your choice.  Let Ken know if you are willing to demonstrate tying a 
fly pattern. 

We’ll have more details in upcoming newsletters. 

June 17 South Santiam Outing 
As you know, Trail Bridge campground will be under construction for 
some time and neither it nor the boat ramp will be usable.  So, we 
had to cancel that popular outing. 

On June 17, we will instead float and fish the South Santiam River 
from Sweet Home (Pleasant Valley Road) to Waterloo County Park.  
Both trout and steelhead will be in the river, so this should be a fun, 
new location to fish. 

More details will be in the June newsletter. 

 



Salem Fly Tying Group 

We are starting a monthly tying session and everyone is invited.  It is open to all levels. 

What:   Open to everyone and all levels.  Come join us to tie, learn or just visit about fishing. 

Where:  Garibaldi’s Family Mexican Restaurant and Cantina 

    1111 Edgewater St. NW – Salem, OR 97304 

    503-362-0522 

When:  May 10th from 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm 

Going forward we will meet on the second Wednesday of each Month. 

Contact: If you have any questions, contact Kent Toomb at kent.toomb@gmaill or call 541-990-3964. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Get the Lead Out of Fishing Tackle 

By Tim Johnson 

According to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, loons, swans, and other 
waterfowl can die from lead poisoning after swallowing lead sinkers and 
jigs lost by anglers. Many ducks and other waterfowl find food in the mud 
at the bottom of lakes and rivers.  

Most of these birds also swallow small stones and grit that aid in grinding 
up their food. Some of the grit may contain lead from angler’s equipment. 
Biologists have been studying the effects of lead on waterfowl since the 
1970s. In some locations, lead caused mortality in birds can be as high 
as 50%.  

A bird with lead poisoning will have physical and behavioral changes, including loss of balance, gasping, 
tremors and impaired ability to fly. The weakened birds is more vulnerable to predators, and it may have trou-
ble feeding, mating, nesting and caring for its young. It becomes emaciated and often dies within two to three 
weeks after eating lead. 

Use of lead is illegal in Canada, and in the U.S. national parks and national wildlife areas.  

There are good alternatives to use of lead in fishing. Many fly fishing stores and online sources offer lead-free 
wire for tying flies, and lead-free split shot. We’ll have some of these lead-free alternatives on display at future 
club meetings. For the health of our waterfowl and the environment, please consider use of the non-lead al-
ternatives in your fly fishing.  
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2017 Outings 

 It’s time to mark your 2017 calendars for our club outings.  

The Board included many of our popular past locations 

and added a couple of new ones.  Should be something 

for everyone!  

 May 13-McKenzie River (Hayden-Armitage) 

 May 20-Crooked River 

 June 17 -  South Santiam (Sweet Home to 

Waterloo) 

 June 24-Deschutes River (Trout Creek) 

 July 8-East Lake 

 July 19 (Wednesday)-Three Creek lake 

 August 12-Willamette River (Keizer) 

 August 26-Little Nestucca River 

 September 9-Hosmer Lake 

 September 16-Walton Lake 

 September 23-Umpqua River (Elkton) 

 October 14-Crooked River 

 October 21-Deschutes River (Trout Creek) 

 November 11-Devils Lake 



Mercer’s Missing Link 
By Kent Toomb 
 
 

 
 
 

I recently fished the McKenzie while small black caddis were hatching, and the fish were feeding with aban-
don.  As I looked in my fly box, my eyes came to rest on the fly one of my fishing buddies calls the Leather-
man of flies.  Mike Mercer designed this fly as a spent caddis but it has proven itself as a caddis, mayfly, 
stonefly and terrestrial. This fly has become one of my confidence flies and a must have in my fly box. 

 

Fly Recipe: 

Hook: Dry Fly 12-18 

Thread: 8/0 color of choice (Black, Olive & Red)  

Abdomen: 8/0 thread color of choice (Black, Olive & Red) – ribbed with a strand of krystal flash – pearl – 
coated with head cement 

Thorax/Wing Splitter:  Ice Dub Dubbing – color of choice 

Down Wing:  Z yarn, dark dun 

Up Wing:  Elk Body Hair, natural 

Hackle: Dry Fly Hackle, Dark Dun 

 
 

 
 

 

Secure the hook in the vise and start your thread one eye length behind the eye itself.  Tie in a strand of 
pearl krystal flash and continue taking wraps down the shank and into the bend.  Advance your thread back  
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up the hook making successive wraps making sure to cover the krystal flash.  Rib the krystal flash up the 
hook and tie off.  Coat the thread and krystal flash with head cement to make the rib more durable. 

 

 
 

Move the thread to the halfway point between the eye and the point of the hook.  Dub a small dubbing 
noodle and make a ball.  Then tie in the z yarn in front of the dubbing ball and extend it back and down to 
the rear of the hook.  Attach the hackle dull side down and create a flat spot just in front of the dubbing 
ball to tie the up wing on. 
 

 
 
 

Tie the elk hair in extending the tips to the rear of the hook.  Lift the elk hair and then wrap the hackle four 
turns counter clockwise under the elk hair parachute style.  Tie off the hackle and whip finish.  Trim the elk 
hair butts like an elk hair caddis and then trim the z yarn flush with the back of the hook.   I like to put a 
drop of head cement on the underneath of the fly and also a drop in the wing to make it more durable. 
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Santiam Flycasters 

2017 Membership Form 

The Santiam Flycasters, Inc. is a group of men, women, and youths in the Salem area who have a common interest in flyfishing and have 

joined together to share their experiences and knowledge of the sport since 1975.  The club was incorporated as an Oregon non-profit 

organization in March of 1977. The Santiam Flycasters, Inc. is affiliated with the Federation of Fly Fishers. 

The mission of the Santiam Flycasters is to promote the sport of fly-fishing for all interested individuals of every generation now and into 

the future. Through fellowship, education, conservation practices, promoting research, guardianship of proper regulations and support 

the Santiam Flycasters can succeed in this mission. 

We meet in Salem the second Thursday of each month (no meeting in July) 
at the Pringle Park Community Building 

606 Church Street at 7:00 pm. 
www.santiamflycasters.com 

 

Mail the completed signed form to: The Santiam Flycasters, P.O. Box 691, Salem, OR 97308, or drop it off in person at our next 

meeting.  *Dues are from January 1st through December 31st.  For new members, there is a 50% reduction after July 1st. 

Regular -- $25      Family -- $30      Youth--$10 

NAME: ________________________________________________________              

ADDRESS/CITY/STATE/ZIP:         ___________________________________                            

PHONE #:         ___________________________________________________________    

EMAIL:                                                                                                                                                                         

FAMILY MEMBERS:                                                                                                                                                      

Please tell us why you want to be member (please check all that apply):  __ hear presentations on various fly fishing 
topics, __ improve my fly tying skills, __ improve my fly casting skills, __ participate in fishing stream and lake im-
provement projects,  __ go on fishing trips with other club members,  __ learn about fishing in the area,  

__ other (please specify:__________________________________________________________________________) 

Are you an FFF Member?   Yes No 

Are you interested in obtaining an SFC Name Tag?   Yes No 
 

You must sign this release each year when you renew to participate in club activities. 

LIABILITY RELEASE AND HOLD HARMLESS AGREEMENT 

As a condition of membership or of participation in any activity encouraged or publicized by the Santiam Flycasters, I voluntarily assume 

all risks of my participation.  In acknowledgment that I am doing so entirely upon my own initiative, risk and responsibility I do hereby for myself, 

heirs, executors, and administrators agree to remise, fully release, hold harmless, and forever discharge the Santiam Flycasters, all its officers, board 

members and volunteers, acting officially or otherwise, from any and all claims, demands, actions or causes of actions, on account of my death or on 

account of any injury to me or my property that may occur from any cause whatsoever while participating in any such Santiam Flycasters activity. 

 I acknowledge that I have carefully read this hold harmless and release agreement, and fully understand that it is a release of liability.  I further 
acknowledge that I am waving any rights that I may have to bring legal action to assert a claim against the Santiam Flycasters for its negligence. 

 I have read the above statement and agree to its terms as a condition of my membership in the Santiam Flycasters. 

X_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

         Signature                                                                   Print Name                                                                                                  Date 


