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December Meeting: “Wet Flies and Wet 
Fly Fishing” with Dave Hughes  

Join us for our annual 
holiday potluck 
dinner. The club will 
provide the entree, so 
bring your favorite 
side dish to share, 
along with your loved 
ones to introduce 
them to who you've 
been fishing with all 
year. Dinner starts at 

6:30, followed by a 
special program with 
Dave Hughes. 

Dave has been fortunate to meet, and in most cases to fish with, some of 
the most famous wet-fly anglers in the world: Sylvester Nemes and his soft-
hackles, Pete Hidy and his flymphs, Polly Rosborough and his fuzzy 
nymphs (the basis for all-fur wet flies), and Davy Wotton, instructor in the 

video Wet Fly Ways. 

This presentation reviews the various wet fly styles, with notes on what 
makes each attractive to trout, including notes on many hatches that they 
match. It focuses on how to rig and fish wet flies. Based on Dave's book 
Wet Flies, 2nd edition. 

Born in Astoria, Dave has authored more than 25 books on flyfishing and 
has written articles for Gray's Sporting Journal, Field & Stream and 
FlyFisherman. He's currently a columnist for Fly Rod & Reel and Flyfishing 
& Tying Journal. 

Dave was founding president of Oregon Trout in 1983, awarded life 
membership in the Federation of Flyfishers in 1985, the Pete Hidy honorary 
life membership in the Flyfishers Club of Oregon in 1992, and received the 
prestigious Letcher Lambuth Angler Craftsman Award in 2008 from the 
Washington Fly Fishing Club. He's also an honorary life member of the 
Santiam Flycasters. 

Happy  Hol i days and a Happy  New Year 

From al l  of us at 

Santi am Flycasters 
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Board Members Wanted 

The Santiam Flycasters 
want you! We are looking 
for a few good men and 
women. If you are inter-
ested in helping decide 
who our presenters are 
and where we go for our 
outings, please join us. 
Or, if you just want to 
find out what goes on 
during the board meet-
ings or want to share 
your opinion; please join 
us. No experience needed, 
just your interest in fly fish-
ing is all it takes to be a 
board member. 
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President’s Corner By Ricky Love 

Happy Holiday Season 

On behalf of the Officers and Board 
members, I’d like to wish all of you a 
Happy Holiday Season. I hope your 
holiday is filled with lots of love, 
family, and many joyous occasions. 
For those of you who have not been 
naughty but very nice this year, I 
hope you receive lots of presents 
from the “big fellar in red” in the form 
of new fly-fishing equipment and/or 
gear.  If you are having a difficult time 
deciding what to buy a friend, relative, 
or immediate family member for 
Christmas – consider introducing them to fly fishing and getting a fly-fishing 
related gift – It can change their life forever.  

On July 4
th
, 1996 I was camping about 25 miles from McCall, Idaho on Hazard 

Lake. My wife Julie, my two kids, and my in-laws made the trip that year. We 
fished out of my father-in-law’s canoe with spinning reels and worms for bait 
and we caught plenty of fish, however, during the entire weekend I observed 3 
fly-fisherman in float tubes constantly catching and releasing fish after fish. I 
was in awe of their ability to cast so effortlessly, catch hundreds of fish, and 
maneuver around in the float tube on this beautiful and peaceful high mountain 
lake. I told my wife that I wanted to learn how to fly-fish.  

Although I was fascinated by what I observed from fly-fisherman during that 
trip, over the next 6 months I didn’t do anything to advance my knowledge 
about fly-fishing.  On Christmas morning the kids woke us up and were excited 
Santa left many presents under the tree. We each took turns opening presents 
and as I unwrapped my first present, I found a pair of wading boots. My second 
present was a set of waders and the third a pair of fins. Since I knew very little 
about fly-fishing, I was perplexed on how I was going to use those fins to stand 
in the water and fish. It didn’t register until I opened gifts four, five, and six; fly 
rod, fly reel, and a float tube respectively. It finally registered. Although I had 

never spoken another word to her about fly-fishing since the July 4
th
 weekend, 

she saw the passion I exhibit when talking about it during that weekend.  

I receive many great gifts throughout my life during the Christmas holidays, but 
I can honestly say that with the exception of the birth of my son a few days prior 
to Christmas in 1993, none have brought me more joy throughout my life than 
the fly-fishing gifts I received that day. A month later I signed up for a week-
long fly-fishing class and the rest is history. It’s a Christmas gift that keeps on 

giving.   

 

Detroit Lake Outing Report 

By Ken Karnosh 

We fished Detroit Lake on both November 10 and 17, after we cancelled the 
Devils Lake outing.  We had 8 and 5 members fishing on the respective dates. 

November 10 had beautiful conditions with calm wind.  Fishing success, as 
usual, varied but was quite good overall.  Black leeches/woolly buggers on 
Type 3 lines provided good success, although Denny Burnett had good luck 
with his Hare’s Ear.  Fish mostly were 11-12” with an occasional larger one up 
to 16” or a Kokanee. 

Wednesday 
July 18 6:00-



November 17 was different, with fishable conditions early that turned to whitecaps by 
late morning.  Fishing was pretty good, though, while we could fish, with Ricky’s 
Guaranteed fly and black woolly buggers producing fish. 

Detroit is fishable through about February, weather conditions considered, although 
fishing may be a bit slower if the water gets too cold.  Try it if you get a chance. 

 

Improve Your Fly Casting Skills 

Dwight Klemin,  Casting Chair for the Club, announces your opportunity to improve  
your fly casting skills.  Each Saturday at 9:30am at Wallace Marine Park on the 
Gravel Bar will be a session on the new Fly Fishers International Fly Casting Skill 
Challenge: Bronze, Silver, Gold.  This workshop will provide club members the 
needed information and skill to successfully complete the casting skills challenge. 

Requirements for the Bronze Skill Challenge are: 

40' Pick-up/Lay-Down (PULD) with two false casts 

Vertical to Horizontal cast at 40' 

Accuracy at 20' 30' 40' 

Distance of 50' 

Roll Cast 40' 

Non-dominate hand roll cast 40' 

Shoot 5' of line 

The objective is to reward your casting skill and improve efficiency on the water.  The 
Challenge verifies your skills as a fly caster and give you recognition of those skills. 

Call or text for more information Dwight Klemin 503.302.9484 

 

Election Results for 2019 Officer/Board Members 

Congratulations to the Officers and Board Members that were elected by the 
members during the general meeting on November 5

th
 - The vote was unanimous. 

The names of the elected officers/positions are listed below.  The names of the board 
members elected are in this newsletter on page 2 in the Board and Officers column. 
Thanks for all members who turned out to vote and for the officers and board 
members who continue to lead this great organization. 

President – Ricky Love  
Vice President/Programs - George Hingston 
Bill Cruscial – Secretary 

Tim Johnson – Treasurer/Membership 

On behalf of the entire Santiam Flycasters, I would like to thank Jerrold Martisak for 
his outstanding service as the Vice President and Programs Director over the past 
two years. I couldn’t have asked for a better Vice President. He performed my duties 
on several occasions during my absence but most notable were the awesome 
programs he coordinated during his tenure. Thanks again for your dedication and 
devotion to this club.  

For Latest News and 

Updates 

santiamflycasters.

com 

 

SFC-Fish Electronic 

Message Board  

One of the benefits of 

being a Santiam 

Flycasters member is 

having access to the SFC

-FISH electronic message 

board. The message 

board gives members 

the opportunity to 

communicate with other 

about fly fishing and 

related topics. Once 

subscribed, you can post 

messages to SFC-FISH 

by sending an email to  

sfc-

fish@googlegroups.com  

You will receive 

messages posted by 

other members via your 

email account. It's as 

easy as that. To 

subscribe to SFC-FISH, 

simply send an email 

request to              

santiamflycasters@yahoo.

com,  

and we will subscribe 

you and notify you when 

you can begin using the 

message board. Note: 

your SFC membership 

must be current to be a 

subscriber of SFC-FISH.  
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I have been interested in Sea Run Cutthroat (SRC) for 
years, but didn’t know how to begin fishing for them.  I bid 
on and won the SRC flies at the last auction, and made 
sure I didn’t miss the August club outing.  I didn’t catch an-
ything bigger than a sculpin, but had a good time. 

The next time I was in Caddis Fly Shop I asked them about 
SRC.  They sold me a book called “Sea Run Cutthroat” 
that was signed by the author, and gave me the contact 
information for one of their consultants.  It was only after a 
couple of exchanged emails and a 10 minute phone con-
versation that I realized he, Jay Nicholson, was the author 
of the book!   I have since exchanged further emails, 
watched him tie flies on YouTube, and met him on the wa-
ter.  Nice guy, and his advice was helpful. 

So in September I went back to the Little Nestucca river, 
armed with a new SRC box, with 8 of the patterns from his 
book, and the flies I won at auction.  I have gone back al-
most every weekend in September and October, and this 
is what I have learned. 

SRC live in the ocean for about 2-3 months of the year.  
They will fatten up, then move back up the coastal streams 
to spawn after the streams fill up from the first rains of the 
fall.  You know the fish that you caught is an SRC if they 
have sea lice on their body.  Most have a reactive thicken-
ing of their slime coat over the lice, which is an evolution-
ary adaption to keep the fisherman from wanting to take 
them home for dinner. 

They start moving into the estuaries in September.  You 
put your boat or pontoon in, and drift either inland with the 
rising tide, or outward with the dropping tide.  The fishing is 

also very good 2 hours before to one hour after low tide.  
The SRC like to hang out in water 1-3’ in depth, and like 
slack water, back eddies, seams, and structure.  These are 
the pointers I picked up: 

Pay close attention to the Tide Charts, and plan for going 
inland or outward, and for it to take at least 6 hours to re-
turn.  Check the weather to make sure a wind isn’t going to 
interfere with your return.  The change of tide at the boat 
launch lags about 1.5 hours behind the Nestucca bay en-
trance posting.  The Little Nestucca runs through a bird 
sanctuary, and the drift is relaxing, though the road noise 
from Highway 101 can be distracting. 

Start early.  The fishing is often best the first 1-2 hours af-
ter sunrise.  I discovered that the West Salem McDonald’s 
drive through is open 24 hours, and that keeping my Egg 
McMuffin inside my shirt keeps it warm enough for second 
breakfast (yes, I am a Lord of the Rings fan). 

Keep moving.  If the SRC are going to take your fly, they 
will do so if it is within 5’.   If you don’t have a bite, cast at 
least 6’ further on.  The retrieve is medium fast.  Cast to-
ward shore during higher tide, but the fish can be in the 
center during lower tide.  Cast toward any surface activity. 

If you get a bite, drop anchor and fish that area thoroughly.  
SRC hang out in pods, and will hang out with smaller juve-
nile fish.  Sometimes I would cast for hours without a bite, 
then find the pod and catch 6 fish in one area. 

Fishing for SRC is exhausting.  I was afraid to take a break 
from casting, in case I missed the pod. 

A good anchor is a big help.  I finally settled on a 7 lb 
broad-footed anchor. 

Wear a long-fingered glove on your casting hand.  All that 
rapid stripping can cause line burn. 

Wear a bulky or padded hat—my Australian hat has proba-
bly prevented my sculpin pattern from giving me a concus-
sion. 

A two-fly system works best.  This arrangement allowed 
me to change around my flies and more quickly find out 
what pattern was working.  I finally settled on my 5 weight 
rod, midge tip line, 3x tippet, and I fished with 2 flies unless 
the wind was up.  My most productive fly for larger fish was 
a simple sculpin pattern I tied with brown squirrel.  I used 
that as my point fly, and the dropper fly 3’ above it was the 
red reverse spider I picked up at the auction (thank you to 
whoever tied those).  Sometimes it was a juvenile taking 

What I Learned Fishing for Sea Run Cutthroat  

by Beth Jappay 
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the reverse spider that allowed me to find the pod, but the 
larger SRC would take the reverse spider as well.  Once I 
settled on the above setup I was catching 5-10 SRC most 
trips. 

Be prepared for pontoon incidents.  I now carry a pump on 
my pontoon.  I also learned that “Flex Tape” will work as a 
temporary patch, but only if the area is dry (false advertis-
ing!). 

Bring along a kindle book to read or an Audible book to 
listen to on your phone.  It takes an hour for the tide 
change to start to bring you back. 

Soak your reel overnight in fresh water with a few drops of 
detergent.  I found out a brief rinse isn’t good enough and 
ended up having to send my Galvan back to the manufac-
turer for a rebuild.  I also had some corrosion of my oars 
from not hosing thoroughly on one occasion. 

Watch out for the sea lion. 

This year the rains didn’t start until a week before the end 

of the season, so I am looking forward to better fishing next 

year. 

 

 

Win a Guided Fishing Trip for Two with Bob Spencer  

Thanks to the generous support of club member 
and former president Howard Palmer, The Santiam 
Flycasters is offering a drawing for a guided fly 
fishing trip with Bob Spencer, McKenzie River 
Fishing Guides and White Water Rafting Tours.  

Tickets will be available at the December monthly 
meeting for $10 each, or 6 for $50. The drawing 
will take place at the December Holiday Potluck 

Dinner Meeting on Thursday, December 13.  

Bob Spencer was the speaker at our September monthly meeting. He gave an entertaining 
and informative presentation on fishing the McKenzie River. Winner of this raffle can select 
from a variety of fishing options, including fishing the McKen-zie River for trout or one of the 
coastal rivers for Steelhead. Value $400.  



Page 4 

 
Fly Tying Group  
 

Due to the holiday 

season, we will not do 

our tying group in 

December.  We will, 

though, start up again 

on January 16. 

Watch for details in the 

January newsletter.  

When it is too cold, 

wet, etc. to go fishing, 

think about tying some 

flies! 

Here is a listing of the 
flies featured in 2018.  

 

If viewing on a 
computer, click on the 
picture.  It should take 
you to the newsletter 
where that fly is 
featured. 

  

 
 

A Look Back at the “Flies of the Month” 
for 2018 

Thank you Jim Ferguson, Kent Toomb, and Dell 

Swearingen for demonstrating these.  

January—Possie Bugger by Dell Swearingen  

 

 

 

 

 

 

February—Black Midge by Kent Toomb 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March—Ice Dub March Brown by Dell Swearingen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April—Schlenker ’s Boatman by Jim Ferguson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://santiamflycasters.com/newsletter/2018/January2018.pdf
http://santiamflycasters.com/newsletter/2018/February2018.pdf
http://santiamflycasters.com/newsletter/2018/March2018.pdf
http://santiamflycasters.com/newsletter/2018/April2018.pdf
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May—Soft Hackle Carrot by Kent Tomb 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June—UV Orange Perdigon by Kent Toomb 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July—X-Caddis by Dell Swearingen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

August—Not a Mercer ’s Missing Link or My 

Mistake Caddis by Jim Ferguson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September—Split Case PMD by Kent Toomb 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October—Modified October Caddis Soft Hackle 

by Dell Swearingen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November—Ned’s Fold Over by Jim Ferguson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

See the December Fly of the Month on the Next 

Page. 

For Tying Instructions — Click on the Fly for 

a link.  Or visit the newsletter archive at  

http://santiamflycasters.com/upcoming-

meeting.php 

 

http://santiamflycasters.com/upcoming-meeting.php
http://santiamflycasters.com/upcoming-meeting.php
http://santiamflycasters.com/newsletter/2018/May2018.pdf
http://santiamflycasters.com/newsletter/2018/June2018.pdf
http://santiamflycasters.com/newsletter/2018/July2018.pdf
http://santiamflycasters.com/newsletter/2018/August2018.pdf
http://santiamflycasters.com/newsletter/2018/September2018.pdf
http://santiamflycasters.com/newsletter/2018/October2018.pdf
http://santiamflycasters.com/newsletter/2018/November2018.pdf


December Fly of the Month– Quilldigon 

By Kent Toomb 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 Recipe: 
  Hook              Dohiku 302 Wet Fly size 18 
  Bead              Tactical Fly Fisher Inverting Tungsten Bead 2.5mm Copper 
  Thread           Veevus 16/0 Olive Dun 
  Tail                 Coq de Leon 
  Tag                 Pearl Micro-Flashabou 
  Body               Olive Polish Quills 
  Resin              UV Resin 
  Wing Case      Black Nail Polish 
 

 
 
Place the bead on the hook and then invert the jaws of your vise.  With the hook and bead inverted place a small drop of superglue on 
the hook and bead and allow to dry.  This will keep the bead properly oriented when you turn the jaws of the vise upright.  
 

 
 
Start your thread behind the eye and wrap rearward to the half point of the hook shaft.  Now take 4 to 5 fibers of Coq de Leon and tie 
the tail in and advance the thread to about the hook point.  The tail should be about the length of the hook shaft.  Tie in the flashabou 
back to the start of the tail and then advance your thread back to the hook point. Make 4 to 5 touching wraps of flashabou in front of 
the tail making the tag and tie off. 
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Tie in the polish quill leaving a couple of wraps of the flashabou uncovered with the small end and extend the quill beyond the end of the 
hook.  Advance the thread forward to the bead building a slight taper.  Making touching wraps advance the quill to behind the bead and 
tie off and whip finish.  Apply a thin coat of UV resin and set with a UV light. As a final step use black nail polish to make a small wing 
case on the top of the fly. 
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Pictures From Our Outings in  
2018 

January Wi-Ne-Ma Lake 

 

 

February Detroit Lake  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March Deschutes River (Pine Tree/Beavertail)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April McKenzie River  
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May Olalla Lake  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May Davis Lake  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June East Lake  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July Willamette River  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July Three Creek Lake  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

August Willamette River  
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August Little Nestucca River  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September Hosmer Lake  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September Umpqua River 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September Owyhee River 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October Crooked River  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for all who provided pictures and 

articles from the variety of outings.  

Look forward to another grand year of fun, friends 

and FISHING in 2019. 

 

 



   Santiam Flycasters 

The Santiam Flycasters, Inc. is a group of men, women, and youths in the Salem area who have a common interest in flyfishing 
and have joined together to share their experiences and knowledge of the sport since 1975.  The club was incorporated as an Ore-
gon non-profit organization in March of 1977. The Santiam Flycasters, Inc. is affiliated with the Fly Fishers International. 

The mission of the Santiam Flycasters is to promote the sport of fly fishing for all interested individuals of every generation now 
and into the future. Through fellowship, education, conservation practices, promoting research, guardianship of proper regula-
tions and support, the Santiam Flycasters can succeed in this mission. 

We meet in Salem the second Thursday of each month (no meeting in July) 
at the Pringle Park Community Building 

606 Church Street at 7:00 pm. 
www.santiamflycasters.com 

 

Mail the completed signed form to: The Santiam Flycasters, P.O. Box 691, Salem, OR 97308, or drop it off in person at our next 
meeting.  *Memberships are from January 1st through December 31st.  For new members, there is a 50% reduction after July 1st. 
There is no midyear discount for Life Membership. 

Life membership -- $250     Regular -- $25      Family -- $30      Youth--$10 

NAME: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS/CITY/STATE/ZIP: ___________________________________________________________________ 

PHONE : ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

EMAIL:              ___________________________________________________ 

FAMILY MEMBERS:              ___________________________________________ 

Are you an FFF Member?   Yes No 

Are you interested in obtaining an SFC Name Tag?   Yes No 

 

You must sign this release each year when you renew to participate in club activities. 

LIABILITY RELEASE AND HOLD HARMLESS AGREEMENT 

As a condition of membership or of participation in any activity encouraged or publicized by the Santiam Flycasters, I volun-
tarily assume all risks of my participation.  In acknowledgment that I am doing so entirely upon my own initiative, risk and responsibility 
I do hereby for myself, heirs, executors, and administrators agree to remise, fully release, hold harmless, and forever discharge the 
Santiam Flycasters, all its officers, board members and volunteers, acting officially or otherwise, from any and all claims, demands, 
actions or causes of actions, on account of my death or on account of any injury to me or my property that may occur from any cause 
whatsoever while participating in any such Santiam Flycasters activity. 

 I acknowledge that I have carefully read this hold harmless and release agreement, and fully understand that it is a release of lia-
bility.  I further acknowledge that I am waving any rights that I may have to bring legal action to assert a claim against the Santiam 
Flycasters for its negligence. 

 I have read the above statement and agree to its terms as a condition of my membership in the Santiam Flycasters. 

 

X                 _______________________________________________________ 

         Signature                                                                   Print Name                                                Date 

2019 Membership Form 

http://www.santiamflycasters.com

