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May Program — Thursday May 10 

Middle Fork of the Willamette 

With Mitch Smith  

Mitch Smith, Owner of Two 
Rivers Fly Shop in Albany, will 
talk about the Middle Fork of the 
Willamette River and 
surrounding waters near 
Oakridge.  A slide presentation 
will show the character of the 
streams and terrain in the 
area.  Mitch will also talk about 
when and where to fish, flies to 
use, riggings and methods, and 
wading vs. floating.  Access and 
accommodations near these  

              waters will also be covered.   

 

June Meeting — Tie-In & Swap Meet 

So you can plan ahead for our June 14 meeting, here is a 
sketch of what we plan. 

We plan to do some casting on the lawn, probably starting 
around 6:00, with available assistance from Keith Burkhart. 

By 7:00, we will have a swap meet and fly tying demonstrations 
and instruction in the building.  We will demonstrate and 
discuss basic tying equipment and materials and will help you 
tie basic flies, plus will have other tying demonstrations. 

For the swap meet, members may bring their well-loved, but no 
longer needed, fishing or other sports equipment for sale to 
others.  Members will do their own sales and we suggest that 
the seller donate 10% of the sale to the club. 

It should be another fun event.  We’ll have other details in the 
June newsletter. 
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Board Members Wanted 

The Santiam Flycasters 
want you! We are looking 
for a few good men and 
women. If you are inter-
ested in helping decide 
who our presenters are 
and where we go for our 
outings, please join us. 
Or, if you just want to 
find out what goes on 
during the board meet-
ings or want to share 
your opinion; please join 
us. No experience needed, 
just your interest in fly fish-
ing is all it takes to be a 
board member. 
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President’s Corner 

By Ricky Love 

 

Detroit Lake Fish Habitat               

Improvement Project 

Some of you are aware of the De-
troit Lake Dam project that the 
Corps of Engineers is planning in 
2021.  I thought I’d discuss it this 
month so all of you have some situ-
ational awareness of what is going 
on.   

The current plan is to build a 300-
foot tower at the Dam that is de-
signed to (1) Improve the condition 
of the water that passes through the dam down river to improve 
spawning, and (2) provide a fish ladder/elevator or another way of 
capturing fish and either shuttling them up river to the spawning 
streams (adults) or downstream (juvenile fish).   

There are several options being considered to build the tower. 
Most options include draining Detroit Lake for up to one to two 
years while they build the tower. Another option being considered 
is building the tower with water in Detroit Lake. This is obviously a 
very contentious project and there is plenty of opposition to this 
project.  

The benefits of the project, if successful, includes improving fish 
habitat and bringing back great runs of native salmon and steel-
head – they are protected under the federal Endangered Species 
Act.  

Those that oppose the project are concerned about the negative 
environmental impacts, loss of recreational opportunities Detroit 
lake provides to many, the financial hardship draining the lake 
would have on the City of Detroit and their businesses, limited wa-
ter for farmers below the dam would impact their livelihood, and 
finally 175,000 residents in Salem and Stayton rely on Detroit 
Lake for drinking water. No decisions have been made as plans 
are still in the incipient phase.  

I am attending a forum that Marion County is hosting in May with 
the afternoon session focused on Detroit Lake - specifically 
“planning for drought conditions”. I’ll provide an update from that 
meeting in the next newsletter or general member meeting in 
June.   



McKenzie River Outing Report 

By Ken Karnosh 

Thirteen determined Flycasters floated the 

McKenzie River from Hendricks Park to 

Hayden Bridge on April 21.  The river was 

a bit on the high side, but the weather was 

beautiful with some patchy clouds and 

there were ample spots to fish. 

We found many caddis over several 

hours, but only a short hatch of March 

Browns, and few fish were rising for either 

of them.   Nymphing, and other tactics to 

fish close to the bottom, seemed to be the 

more successful methods. 

Success, as usual, varied from not very 

good to quite good.  Beth, Kent, and Steve 

landed several fish, including Beth’s nice 

cutthroat and Kent’s nice Redside.  Scott 

landed a huge rainbow that he hooked when floating down the river and he float-

ed quite a way downstream before he was able to land it! 

We spent about 7 hours on this float 

that covered over 8 miles.  One could 

just do a shorter float, like Hendricks 

to Bellinger, and spend more time 

fishing, or another of several other 

floats from Deerhorn to Armitage and 

have an enjoyable outing.  The 

McKenzie is one of Oregon’s blue 

ribbon streams and holds some 

beautiful native trout. 

WELCOME 

New Members in April 

Rick Lawson, Tigard 

Joe Morse, Salem 

Steve Schuttpelz, Albany 

Carl Tiller, Salem 

 

SFC-Fish Electronic 

Message Board  

One of the benefits of being a 

Santiam Flycasters member is 

having access to the SFC-

FISH electronic message 

board. The message board 

gives members the 

opportunity to communicate 

with other about fly fishing 

and related topics. Once 

subscribed, you can post 

messages to SFC-FISH by 

sending an email to  

sfc-fish@googlegroups.com  

You will receive messages 

posted by other members via 

your email account. It's as 

easy as that. To subscribe to 

SFC-FISH, simply send an 

email request to              

santiamflycasters@yahoo.com,  

and we'll subscribe you and 

notify you when you can 

begin using the message 

board. Note: your SFC 

membership must be current 

to be a subscriber of SFC-

FISH.  
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More Pix from the McKenzie River Outing 
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Plan Your Fishing, Fish Your Plan 

2018 Fishing Opportunities with 
Santiam Flycasters 

 May 5 — Olalla Reservoir (Note change) 

 May 19 — Davis Lake 

 Jun. 16 — Metolius River (Note change) 

 Jun. 30 — East Lake 

 Jul. 14 — Willamette River (Marshall Island to 
Harrisburg) 

 Jul. 25 — Three Creek Lake 

 Aug. 11 — Willamette River (Keizer Rapids to 
Wheatland Ferry 

 Aug. 25 — Little Nestucca River 

 Sep. 8 — Hosmer Lake 

 Sep. 15 — Umpqua River (Elkton) 

 Sep. 29 — Owyhee River 

 Oct. 13 — Crooked River 

 Oct. 27 — McKenzie River (Hendricks to Hay-
den 

 Nov. 10 — Detroit Lake 

 Nov. 17 — Devil’s Lake 

Ollala Reservoir Outing —May 5 

We will fish Olalla Reser-
voir, north of Toledo, on 
May 5.  By then, this lake 
will have been stocked 
with nearly 10,000 trout, 
with a good ratio of larger 
fish. 

To get there, drive I-5 south to Exit 228, turn right 
(west) onto Highway 34, follow it onto the bypass 
east of Corvallis and it will merge with Highway 20, 
follow the signage to Newport through Corvallis, 
Philomath, and beyond, turn right (north) onto the 
Olalla Golf Course road north of Toledo, and fol-
low it about 5 miles to the reservoir. 

A floating device is best to fish this water.  Sug-
gested equipment is 4-6 weight rods with either 
floating, intermediate, or sinking lines.  Flies in-
clude the normal lake patterns of woolly buggers, 
leeches, emergers, midges, and other attractor 
patterns.  If there is surface action, it may be pro-
ductive to fish near the surface. 

The club will not provide food, so remember your 

lunch and flotation device. 

Steve Reynolds is the outing sponsor and can be 
contacted by e-mail at stevedr83@hotmail.com if 
you have any questions. 

 

Davis Lake Outing — May 19 

Although the numbers of large trout in Davis Lake 
are less than its past “glory” days, there are still a 
good number of them in there, as well as good 
numbers of largemouth bass, including some of 
trophy size.  We will fish Davis Lake on May 19. 

Probably the best plan is to camp for this outing.  
We will camp at Lava Flow Campground on the 
northeast side of the lake, which is usable by 
smaller trailers. 

To get there, my preferred route is to drive I-5 
south past Eugene, merge onto Highway 58 near 
Goshen, follow Highway 58 over Willamette Pass 
and past Odell and Crescent Lakes, turn left at 
Crescent Junction onto USFS Road 61 for about 4 
miles, turn left onto USFS Road 46 about 13 miles 
to the Lava Flow Campground road on the left 
side of the road. 

There is no water or electricity at the campground. 

A floating device is best to fish this 
lake.  Because of potentially large fish, suggest-
ed equipment is 5-7 weight rods with probably 
intermediate or sinking lines.  Flies would include 
woolly buggers and bunny leeches, with bead-
head or heavier to fish closer to bottom.  If the 
water has warmed sufficiently, there may be 
some surface action early and late.  Remember 
your net and flotation device. 

The club will provide an entrée for a Saturday 
mid-day meal, so bring a small side dish to share 
if you wish.  If we catch some of those nice bass, 
Steve may prepare some of that as well! 

Steve Reynolds is the outing sponsor and can be 
contacted by e-mail at stevedr83@hotmail.com if 
you have any questions. 
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Pontoon Boat 

Instructional Session Summary 

By Ricky Love 

We had a great turnout for the pontoon boat/knot tying 
instructional session an hour before the start of last 
month’s meeting. Here is a summary of the key points 
we discussed. 

     Purchasing a pontoon boat.  There are several 
options for pontoon boats. Buying a boat with a 
stainless-steel frame (Bucks Bags) is a great option if 
you are looking for a light weight boat you can lift by 
yourself – you will pay more for this type of frame. The 
standard pontoon boat is 8 feet long with oars about 6-
7 feet long. You can purchase smaller or larger size 
pontoons.  Costco sells a great pontoon boat 
(Wilderness SE 9ft) for $400. You can find them on sale 
at select times. This boat weighs 80lbs.  The standard 
pontoon boat comes with a frame, two pontoons, two 
oars, oar locks, an anchor system (anchor not included) 
a padded seat, cargo deck, adjustable footrests, and 
storage pockets. Try to find one with a stripping apron. 

For an additional safety feature, look for a pontoon boat 
with dual chambered bladders.  

     Other items you should buy. 

• Anchor. You’ll need an anchor in the 10lb range 
with 25 feet of rope for your pontoon boat. Only 
anchor your pontoon boat in still water. I would not 
recommend anchoring a pontoon boat in rivers.  

• Fins.  Great for propelling your pontoon boat in still 
water.  You can use fins in some rivers but not fast-
moving rivers. Its hard to land a fish in a pontoon 
boat on a river unless you have fins on. When its 
time to row, lift your feet/fins out of the water and 
put them on your footrests.  

• Rod Holder.  A must if you own a pontoon boat. 

You need a place to store your rod when rowing 
your pontoon boat on a river or lake.  

• Two-way pump. A quick way to inflate your 
pontoon. Buy one that you can fit in one of your 
storage bags or on your cargo deck. 

• Stripping apron. If your pontoon boat doesn’t 
come with one, find one that will fit. It will save 
you lots of trouble. Without one your fly line will 
get tangled around your feet in the water.   

• Landing net. If you’re a novice you’ll want a net 
to help land your fish and keep it in the water 
while you are removing the fly. 

• Good pair of polarized glasses. 

Rowing a pontoon boat. To avoid danger when 
rowing on a river or lake, point the front of pontoon 
boat towards the danger and row away using a back 
stroke. Practice rowing in still water prior to going on 
a river. Basic strokes are back stroke (most common), 
front stroke, scissor stroke (turns you fast around 
quickly). When rowing, keep your elbows in. Oars 
should barely submerge into the water while rowing. 
Don’t dig deep in the water. A pontoon boat sits high 
on the water and you will get blown around on a 

windy day.  

Fishing from a pontoon boat. In a lake it’s easy. 
Cast out and start stripping. You can also cast and 
use your fins to move your boat and your fly. In a river 
it’s a little tougher. Point your boat at a 45-degree 
angle toward the bank and cast your line to your front. 
This keeps your fly in front of your boat – mend when 

needed.  

Safety Items to take with you. 

Personal Floatation device with whistle (a 
more comfortable option is buying one that 
you pull a tab to inflate or it automatically 
inflates when it hits the water).  
Extra clothes/gloves 
Small first aid kit/sun block 
Water 
Food 
Personal water filter (Life Straw). Makes most 
water safe to drink. 
Cell phone 
A buddy – always fish with a friend if 

possible. 
Pump. Take it with you and always ensure 
your pontoon boat is properly inflated.  

Finally, deflate your pontoon boat when transporting it 
in hot weather or high elevation. It will expand and the 
bladders will burst if you don’t deflate it. You can add 
the air back in when you arrive at your destination.  

When fishing on lakes and taking a break, ensure you 
put your boat in a shaded area or it will expand and 
burst in the direct sun.   
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Fly Tying Group  
Wednesday  

May 16 

We will meet on the 

Wednesday after our Mayclub 

meeting at Garibaldi’s Family 

Mexican Restaurant in West 

Salem April 18 from 6:00-8:00 

p.m. 

Come join us to tie, learn, or 

just visit about fishing.  Enjoy 

some tasty food or a 

beverage, if you wish, as well.   

We try to demonstrate a 

pattern to tie, if you wish, or 

each person can tie a pattern 

of their choice.  It’s very laid 

back and it is for all levels of 

tying ability. 

If you have questions, contact 
Kent Toomb at 
kent.toomb@gmail.com  
or by phone at  

(541) 990-3964. 
 
Hope to see you there. 

Fly of the Month 
The Soft Hackle Carrot 

By Kent Toomb 

 
I learned about this fly from Devin Olsen’s Blog on the Tactical Fly Fisher.  You can see 
the tutorial for this fly on his blog at Tacticalflyfisher.com.  I have used this fly on several 
rivers and most recently on the McKenzie during the club trip.  I used the fly as a dropper 
with a heavier point fly.  The fish on the McKenzie liked taking it on the swing.  
 

 
 
Hook:    Size 10-16 Hanak 230 or nymph or jig hook 
Bead:   Copper Slotted Tungsten Bead size to match hook 
Weight:  0.015 or 0.020 lead free wire 
Thread:  16/0 Veevus in dark tan or brown 
Tail:   Dark speckled corzuno coq de leon 
Rib:   Fl Orange or Fl Fire Orange Veevus Power Thread 
Abdomen:  Hareline Dubbin Hare’s Ear 
Hackle:  CDC feather Dun 
Thorax:  Ice Dub UV Brown 
 
 

 

  
 
After placing the bead on the hook wrap five wraps of lead free wire and then push it into 
the bead.   

mailto:kent.toomb@gmail.com?subject=SFC%20Fly%20Tying


The lead free wire should make the bead ride high on the hook.  To hold the lead free wire in place use your thread to build a thread 
dam behind the lead free wire.  Finish the dam by covering the lead free wire and then advance the thread to the hook point. 

   
Tie in the tail.  The tail length should be about the length of the hook shank.  Once the tail is tied in then tie in the rib.  Take about a 5 
inch piece and then tie in both ends making a loop.  
 

   
Dub the abdomen building a taper leaving a hook eye space behind the bead.  Make sure to be sparse with your dubbing.  Now spin 
the ribbing into a tight rope and then rib to the bead and tie off.  Take a very small amount of dubbing and build a small bump to help 
force the fibers of the cdc to stand out. 

   
Now hackle the fly using a cdc feather.  Tie the feather in tip first and stoke the fibers towards the back of the fly.  Make one wrap of 
the hackle and tie off trimming the waste. 
 
 

   
Make a small dubbing noodle for the thorax and then whip finish the fly.  At this point trim the cdc to the bend of the hook.  You can 
cut the fibers or for a more natural look snap the fibers with your fingers. 
 
Good Luck and Go Fish! 
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   Santiam Flycasters 

The Santiam Flycasters, Inc. is a group of men, women, and youths in the Salem area who have a common interest in flyfishing 
and have joined together to share their experiences and knowledge of the sport since 1975.  The club was incorporated as an Ore-
gon non-profit organization in March of 1977. The Santiam Flycasters, Inc. is affiliated with the Fly Fishers International. 

The mission of the Santiam Flycasters is to promote the sport of fly fishing for all interested individuals of every generation now 
and into the future. Through fellowship, education, conservation practices, promoting research, guardianship of proper regula-
tions and support, the Santiam Flycasters can succeed in this mission. 

We meet in Salem the second Thursday of each month (no meeting in July) 
at the Pringle Park Community Building 

606 Church Street at 7:00 pm. 
www.santiamflycasters.com 

 

Mail the completed signed form to: The Santiam Flycasters, P.O. Box 691, Salem, OR 97308, or drop it off in person at our next 
meeting.  *Memberships are from January 1st through December 31st.  For new members, there is a 50% reduction after July 1st. 
There is no midyear discount for Life Membership. 

Life membership -- $250     Regular -- $25      Family -- $30      Youth--$10 

NAME: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS/CITY/STATE/ZIP: ___________________________________________________________________ 

PHONE : ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

EMAIL:              ___________________________________________________ 

FAMILY MEMBERS:              ___________________________________________ 

Are you an FFF Member?   Yes No 

Are you interested in obtaining an SFC Name Tag?   Yes No 

 

You must sign this release each year when you renew to participate in club activities. 

LIABILITY RELEASE AND HOLD HARMLESS AGREEMENT 

As a condition of membership or of participation in any activity encouraged or publicized by the Santiam Flycasters, I volun-
tarily assume all risks of my participation.  In acknowledgment that I am doing so entirely upon my own initiative, risk and responsibility 
I do hereby for myself, heirs, executors, and administrators agree to remise, fully release, hold harmless, and forever discharge the 
Santiam Flycasters, all its officers, board members and volunteers, acting officially or otherwise, from any and all claims, demands, 
actions or causes of actions, on account of my death or on account of any injury to me or my property that may occur from any cause 
whatsoever while participating in any such Santiam Flycasters activity. 

 I acknowledge that I have carefully read this hold harmless and release agreement, and fully understand that it is a release of lia-
bility.  I further acknowledge that I am waving any rights that I may have to bring legal action to assert a claim against the Santiam 
Flycasters for its negligence. 

 I have read the above statement and agree to its terms as a condition of my membership in the Santiam Flycasters. 

 

X                 _______________________________________________________ 

         Signature                                                                   Print Name                                                Date 

2018 Membership Form 

http://www.santiamflycasters.com

