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June Meeting Thursday June 13  

Our June 13 general meeting will include a variety of activities for fly 

fishers of all experience levels. 

At 6:00, Dwight will have some casting activities on the lawn.  See 

the information on page 3. 

By 7:00, we will have several activities inside, including fly tying, 

swap meet, book sale, and information on pontoon boats and float 

tubes as well as fishing with an indicator. 

Several of our expert fly tyers will tie their pattern of choice.  You 

may learn a new pattern or technique and they may share some 

other fishing information or fishing locations as well.  Be sure to 

congratulate Ilene Hirsh on being the OCFFI Fly Tyer of 2019! 

If you are new to fly tying, we will help you tie a woolly bugger or 

other basic pattern to learn some of the techniques and how to get 

started on tying flies. 

A couple of our members will show off their pontoon boat or float 

tube and explain its use, constraints, safety, etc.  Scott will 

demonstrate fishing with an indicator, which can add a new 

dimension to improve your catch rate. 

If you have excess fly fishing or related equipment, you can offer it 

for sale at the swap meet.  Bring a tag for each piece of equipment 

with price and your name.  Buyers will deal directly with the seller.  

We only ask that the seller donate a suggested 10% of the sale to 

the club.  This is a great opportunity to acquire some equipment or 

material that you have wanted or needed! 

Tim will also have some fly fishing books for sale to expand your 

library. 

Plan to come to this event, visit with new and old friends, learn a few 
things, maybe take home some new-to-you equipment, and have an 
enjoyable evening! 
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Board Members Wanted 

The Santiam Flycasters 
want you! We are looking 
for a few good men and 
women. If you are inter-
ested in helping decide 
who our presenters are 
and where we go for our 
outings, please join us. 
Or, if you just want to 
find out what goes on 
during the board meet-
ings or want to share 
your opinion; please join 
us. No experience needed, 
just your interest in fly fish-
ing is all it takes to be a 
board member. 
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President’s Corner  - Euro Nymphing 101 

By Ricky Love 

Euro Nymphing is a fly-fishing 

technique that has migrated across 

the Atlantic Ocean from Europe to 

the United States. Although it is still 

a relative new concept in the United 

States, the United States Fly-Fishing 

Team found out very quickly that 

they needed to transform their 

traditional fishing methods (nymphs 

under a strike indicator/swing wet 

flies) in order to compete with their 

European counterparts.  The European competitors were consistently            

out-fishing the U.S. Team during competitions by using their own unique style 

of Euro Nymphing. The U.S. Team decided to follow the old adage, “When in 

Rome, do as the Romans do.” Several members of the U.S. team learned Euro 

Nymphing methods from European colleagues and have added their own touch 

to this technique.  They are now able to catch many more fish and actually 

challenge the European Nations by using Euro Nymphing techniques.  The 

U.S. Team has repeatedly won medals at the World Championships because 

of this acquired skill.  

Euro Nymphing is a technique that swings weighted nymphs through locations 

where fish are typically located including riffles, seams, etc. Euro Nymphing 

does not use a strike indicator but has a very bright section of line called a 

“sighter” to deteremine the depth they want to fish and assist in detecting a 

strike when the “sighter” goes under water, stops, etc. You can adjust the depth 

of your nymphs by the angle you hold your rod.  

The fly rod used in Euro Nymphing is normally ten and a half feet or longer and 

3 and 4 weight.  Unlike the traditional fly-fishing line there is no weight in the fly 

line for Euro Nymphing and the weight of the flies provide the weight needed to 

cast the line. The leader is generally long and in the length of 18-22 feet.  

The Euro Nymph flies are weighted 

with tungsten beads and often tied 

on jig hooks. You must use a 

slotted bead if you use a jig hook. 

You can use standard hooks to tie 

Euro Nymphs. The tungsten beads 

help get the flies down to the fish. 

The Euro Nymphs are very easy to 

tie and some are essentially a 

pheasant tail nymph with a hot spot 

– bright colored collar (UV Pink/

Green/Orange/Purple ice dub) or a 

bright colored tag.  Other Euro 

Nymph flies don’t really resemble 

any insect but offer something very 

different to the fish and many 

believe that’s what makes these 

Wednesday 
July 18 6:00-
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Updates 
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SFC-Fish Electronic 

Message Board  

One of the benefits of 

being a Santiam Flycasters 

member is having access 

to the SFC-FISH 

electronic message board. 

The message board gives 

members the opportunity 

to communicate with 

other about fly fishing and 

related topics. Once 

subscribed, you can post 

messages to SFC-FISH by 

sending an email to  

sfc-fish@googlegroups.com  

You will receive messages 

posted by other members 

via your email account. It's 

as easy as that. To 

subscribe to SFC-FISH, 

simply send an email 

request to              

santiamflycasters@yahoo.com,  

and we will subscribe you 

and notify you when you 

can begin using the 

message board. Note: 

your SFC membership 

must be current to be a 

subscriber of SFC-FISH.  
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flies successful. Popular Euro 

Nymphs flies include the Frenchie, 

Perdigon, Soft Hackle Carrot, 

Tungsten Rainbow Warrior, and a 

few others. Go to “You Tube” and 

type in Euro Nymph Flies and get 

familiar with what they look like and 

how to tie them  

There are members in our club that are very familiar with Euro Nymphing and I 

put them in one of two categories.    

Category 1 (All in): They have all the gear for Euro Nymphing and use it 

regularly. Kent Toomb and Beth Jappay fall into this category.  

Category 2 (Partially in): These are members who regularly fish with 

Euro Nymph Flies using their standard fly rod and fish them with or 

without an indicator.  Scotty Vaslev, Shandy Hart Danford, Bill Cruscial, 

and I are some of the members that fall into this category.  

Euro Nymphing is a great technique that warrants exploration. Whether you 
choose to go “all in” or “partially in,” adding this technique to your tool kit will 
undoubtedly enable you to catch more fish.  

June 13 Casting on the Lawn 

Casting on the lawn on June 13 will start at 6:00 and will feature your opportunity to 

challenge yourself to the Bronze, Silver, or Gold Casting Challenge. Coaching will 

be available from coaches who have successfully completed the challenge.  

Several Club members have achieved the Bronze, Silver, and Gold levels. It is a 

fun event. See details of the Challenge at https://flyfishersinternational.org/

Education/Learning-Center/Casting/Casting-Skills-Challenge. 

Bring a 5 or 6 weight rod or use one of the club’s rods.  

Also, Dwight Klemin will provide one-on-one spey casting tutoring, focusing on the 

Foundational Basic Casting Stroke to develop confidence on the water. Dwight will 

provide a spey rod, so you do not have to bring a rod for this event.  

Come and have some fun casting!  

 

http://santiamflycasters.com
https://flyfishersinternational.org/Education/Learning-Center/Casting/Casting-Skills-Challenge
https://flyfishersinternational.org/Education/Learning-Center/Casting/Casting-Skills-Challenge
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Welcome New 
Members in May 

Betsy Bunting, Salem 

Bob LeClerc, Turner 

Norm Rhodes, Salem 

Robin Wiley, Salem 

Wade Chandler, 
Salem 

 
Fly Tying Group  

We will meet on 
Wednesday, June 19 at 
Garibaldi’s Family 
Mexican Restaurant in 
West Salem from 6:00-
8:00 pm. 

Come, join us to tie, 
learn, or just visit about 
fishing. 

We try to demonstrate a 
pattern to tie.  Each 
person could also tie a 
pattern of their choice. 

It is very laid back and is 
for all levels of tying 
ability. 

If you have questions, 
contact Kent Toomb at 
kent.toomb@gmail.com  

or by phone at  

(541) 990-3964  

Crane Prairie Outing Report  

By Steve Reynolds 

To take liberties with the works of George 

Fredrick Clarke, it was The Song of the 

Reel that played for the Santiam 

Flycasters. There is no other way to 

describe this outing to Crane Prairie in the 

Cascade mountains other than to say, 

“Epic.” These were some of the biggest 

fish in numbers we have ever come across 

and they were hungry. 

The SFC members began arriving 

Thursday night, others Friday afternoon. 

We were a bit trepid as a result of the last 

time we had come to this location, for the 

most part it had gotten the better of us, not 

a lot to show for our 

effort. Friday morning started a bit slow; I was 

the first on the water having arrived Thursday 

night. Fishing for about half an hour on the 

right side of the Rock Creek campground dock, 

the result… nothing. The wind was blowing, the 

clouds were angry, rain was sporadic, I started 

thinking this is going to be tough, one of those 

trips where you work hard without a lot to 

show. After a while, I started kicking to the 

other side of the dock hoping to get out of the 

wind in order to get a decent presentation by 

avoiding the chop. Then it happened, that little 

tug, that small adrenaline rush, thinking to 

yourself, that was interesting. Senses start 

coming online, presentation becomes more 

finely tuned, and then it happens… Wham!!! 

that slamming action into your pole, a muscular rainbow dancing on 

the surface, easily 14 inches, the sound of splashing surrounding 

your boat. It never gets old seeing the rod bend on that first fish, 

always exhilarating and almost a relief. All 

of a sudden Crane Prairie didn’t seem so 

daunting after all. 

The next six hours became some of the 

best fishing ever experienced. A second 

hookup, 18 inches of powerful Cranebow, 

landing after what seemed an eternity of 

battle, but that was just the beginning. Then 

came the third landing, as one observer on 

the shore exclaimed “That’s a toad!!!,” 24 

inches of pure power on what seemed like a 

twig of a #5 rod with a hair width of a 4x 

leader. Having never heard my reel spin like 



PHWFF had an outing planned to the Crooked River April 5
Crest and work on Euro
of year, we had planned for the dam guys to double that, but it would be workable.  Then the rains started, 
and the water levels went to completely unmanageable.  So, we discussed the options and narrowed the 
choices down to the Metolius and Fall River.  Given the pressure the Fall would get on a Saturday, we opted 
for the Metolius.  The Metolius is known for not giving up her secrets but we had decent success.

On Sunday we headed to the Fall River and were able to stake out a nice stretch of river with a lot of fish.  The 
rain pounded us relentlessly all day, but the water levels stayed great. With a nice hatch coming off in the 
afternoon, it ended up being a very successful day.  We spent two more days on The Fall, with each day 
getting better.  The Fall was untouched by the onslaught of rain and melting snow.

What started out as an outing to fish some relatively easy water turned into fishing some of the most 
challenging water in Oregon.  The participants were up to the challenge and are excited to go back.
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that, it was truly The Song of the Reel, it was an experience that 

will not soon be forgotten. Ron came next, first three casts, three 

hookups, big fish, he was in his zone. Larry, 18-inch fish right out 

of the gate and plenty more where that came from. We were 

catching fish with an average length of 15 inches, these fish 

danced and pulled in every direction and they were aggressive…. 

absolutely amazing.  

The next morning the Flycasters were eager to get out on the 

water, would Saturday be just as productive? We fought the 

elements, it was windy at times and the rains came and went, and 

yes, our legs ached from kicking against the swells, but these fish were big, and they wanted to fight. Saturday action 

was no different, who were we to deny them these battles? We did manage to break up the day by having a great 

hamburger noon lunch courtesy of Howard. It gave us a chance to recharge before heading out again, and head again 

we did.  

It’s not often you get 15+ fish days where you have to change your fly because it has been destroyed by these 

aggressive monsters, but every once in a while the fishing gods smile on us and you get to experience an outing that 

can only be described as “Epic” and yes, sometimes an outing will even serenade you with the music of The Song of the 

Reel.  

McKenzie River Outing Report 

By Ken Karnosh 

Over a dozen of us floated the McKenzie River May 11 on a beautiful, sunny spring day. The river was a bit high, but 

very fishable.  

The cutthroats and rainbows were fairly cooperative. Our average catch was a half dozen up to about 14”, with some on 

nymphs in the morning but better on swinging stuff in the afternoon.  

Steve donated his flies to “something really big” in the morning. In the afternoon, Ken had a fish check his knot tying 

ability and a beautiful steelhead jumped twice to tell him “You failed!” 

Bob LeClerc with a 14” Cutthroat Coastal Cutthroat Jim Nichols’ Trout 



June 15 North Santiam Outing 

On June 15, we will float the North Santiam River 

from Stayton to Shelburn (Buell Miller Landing).  A 

drift boat or pontoon boat is needed for this drift, 

although one can access fishable water from the 

shore at each end of the run. 

Let’s meet at the Stayton ramp on the south side of 

the river at 8:00.  To get there, drive east on Highway 

22, turn right at the Sublimity exit (2nd Stayton exit) 

onto First Street, follow it south across the river, and 

turn right at the Knife River Company entrance to the 

boat ramp.  We will shuttle our own vehicles. 

Suggested gear is 4-6 weight rods with floating line.  

Flies include caddis, mayfly, and stonefly nymphs, 

soft hackles or streamers for swinging, and, caddis or 

mayflies for potential dry fly action. 

The club will not provide food, so remember your 

lunch, drink, and your PFD. 

Bill Cruscial is the outing sponsor, so e-mail him at 

billcruscial@mac.com  if you have a question. 

 

 

 

 

 

June 29 East Lake Outing  

We will fish East Lake on June 29 for some of those 

lively browns, kokanee, and rainbows that swim there. 

To get there, drive Highway 22 east to Bend, drive 

Highway 97 south to the East/Paulina/Newberry 

Crater turnoff just north of LaPine, turn left (east) onto 

USFS Road 21 and follow it about 16 miles to Cinder 

Hill Campground at East Lake.  Remember that the 

lake is at 6,500’ elevation and it can get cold! 

Suggested gear 

is 4-6 weight 

rods with floating 

and intermediate 

or Type 3 sinking 

line.  In past 

years, dry flies 

such as Adams, 

Comparadun, or 

Elk Hair Caddis 

have been 

successful.  If 

they aren’t 

working, use the 

sinking line with 

woolly buggers 

or leeches and 

callibaetis 

nymphs, pheasant tails, Teeny Nymphs, etc.  

Chironomids can also be successful.  One can wade 

and fish from shore, but it is best to use a boat, 

pontoon boat, or float tube. 

The club will provide an entrée for a Saturday mid-day 

meal, so bring a small side dish to share, if you wish, 

along with your chair and beverage. 

Tim Johnson is the outing sponsor, so contact him by 

e-mail at tim.the.fisherman@gmail.com or by phone at 

(503) 507-8552 if you have a question. 

Page 6 

mailto:billcruscial@mac.com
mailto:tim.the.fisherman@gmail.com


 

 

Wizard Falls Outing 

By Robert Clark  

 

Wizard Falls has become an annual outing for the PHWFF Salem, Oregon Program to chase big trout.  On May 11, we 

had the chance to collaborate with Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife to get veterans on a pond at the Wizard Falls 

Fish Hatchery near Camp Sherman in Central Oregon. 

The trip provided the opportunity for 15 veterans to work on a variety of skills, from casting to the proper release of fish.  

The one-on-one instruction made it comfortable for all skill levels to have fun and learn.  Before we got on the water, we 

were able to work with the veterans on casting single hand rods, two handed spey rods, how to tie knots and select flies.  

We also had the opportunity to show them how the fish react to different fly patterns and sizes ranging from size #12 

prince nymph to a size #4 sparkle minnow.  

Veterans from most of the programs in the state were represented.  Along with offering fishing instruction, we had the 

pleasure of providing them with a lunch prepared by an amazing crew cooking with Dutch ovens.  The highlight of the day 

was watching some of the veterans hook up on a trophy trout with many being a personal best trout. 

As a former participant who has attended this event in the past, it was rewarding to attend in the role of assistant program 

lead and to offer other veterans the opportunity to discover a joy of a day well spent on the water. 
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June Fly of the Month  

Brian Silvey’s Tungsten Caddis Pupa 

By Dell Swearingen 

 

Materials List: 

 Hook:   Dai-Riki 135, TMC 2487 or equivalent - # 14-16 

 Bead:   Gold, black or UV orange tungsten  

 Thread:  Tan or olive 

 Body:   Pearl Core Braid – tan or olive 

 Wings:   Starling Feathers – natural  

 Legs:   Grizzly Marabou – tan or olive 

 Head:   Rusty brown or olive Superfine dubbing 

   Antennae: Partridge or hen hackle 

 

The author recently watched Brian Silvey, a well-known Sandy and Deschutes River fly fishing guide’s, presentation at 

the Royal Treatment Fly Shop in West Lynn. He demonstrated several of his fly patterns: one was his “Tungsten Caddis 

Pupa pattern,” which inspired the June Fly of the Month  

1.  Insert the bead on the hook and wrap 7 or 8 
wraps of thread on the hook directly behind the 
bead to secure the thread. Brian used a gold bead 
with UV orange resin applied to tip of the tail of 
the finished fly or a UV orange tungsten bead on 
his patterns.  

 

2. Prepare Pearl Core Braid with lighter to create 
tapered end, wet your fingers to prevent burning 

them and, when the cord begins to melt, roll the 
braid end in your fingers. 

3. Place Pearl Core Braid on hook with tapered end 
for tail. Tie braid in over previous thread wraps 
and then glue braid to the top of the hook to pre-
vent it from rolling. Let glue dry before proceed-
ing. 

 

Directions: 



 

4. Behind the bead, tie on 6 or 7 fibers of Grizzly 
Marabou fibers, twist them together, wrap around 
a couple of times for the thorax and then tie 
underneath for legs. Tear off longer strands if 
needed – do not cut. 

 

 
 

5. Create wing pads with Starling Feathers by tying 
one feather on either side of the thorax. The 
feathers are tied on side of hook angling 
downward. According to Brian, the wing pads are 
not required, but used to attract buyers in fly shop. 
Notice that the tail of this version has a small dot 
of colored UV resin on the tip of the tail. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   6. Wrap a small amount of Superfine rust brown 
dubbing for thorax. 

7. Tie in two fibers on top on either side of the 
body, for antennae, they reach from the bead to 
the bend of the hook. 

 

 
 

8. Another wrap or two of dubbing may be used to 
help secure the antennae. Whip finish and apply 
a little head cement or UV clear glue and the fly 
is ready to fish. 

 
Note: Brian’s versions were tied in tan or olive; 
however, some tiers have reported success tying 
this pattern in other colors; such as, brown and 
black. 

✓ Jan. 26  Winema Lake 

✓ Feb. 9  Detroit Lake 

✓ Mar. 23  Deschutes River* 

✓ Apr. 27   Cheadle Lake 

✓ May 11  McKenzie River (Hayden Bridge to   
    Armitage Park) 

✓ May 18  Crane Prairie Reservoir 

 Jun  15  North Santiam River 

     (Stayton to Shelburn) Change in date 

 Jun. 29  East Lake* 

 Jul. 13  Gold Lake* 

 Jul. 17  Three Creek Lake** 

 Jul. 27  Hosmer Lake* 

 

 

 Aug. 10  Willamette River 

     (Keizer Rapids to Wheatland) 

 Aug. 24  South Santiam River 

     (Pleasant Valley to Waterloo) 

 Sep. 7  Umpqua River 

 Sep. 14  Little Nestucca River 

 Sep. 28  Diamond Lake* 

 Oct. 5  Crooked River* 

 Oct. 19  Deschutes River* 

     (Warm Springs to Trout Creek) 

 Nov. 2  Detroit Lake 

*Denotes Meal Involved 

** Wednesday (all other outings are on Saturdays)  

Note that some outings have been rescheduled. 

Set Up Your Fishing Schedule Now! 

2019 Fishing Opportunities with Santiam Flycasters  
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   Santiam Flycasters 

The Santiam Flycasters, Inc. is a group of men, women, and youths in the Salem area who have a common interest in fly fishing 
and have joined together to share their experiences and knowledge of the sport since 1975.  The club was incorporated as an Ore-
gon non-profit organization in March of 1977. The Santiam Flycasters, Inc. is affiliated with the Fly Fishers International. 

The mission of the Santiam Flycasters is to promote the sport of fly fishing for all interested individuals of every generation now 
and into the future. Through fellowship, education, conservation practices, promoting research, guardianship of proper regula-
tions and support, the Santiam Flycasters can succeed in this mission. 

We meet in Salem the second Thursday of each month (no meeting in July) 
at the Pringle Park Community Building 

606 Church Street at 7:00 pm. 
www.santiamflycasters.com 

 

Mail the completed signed form to: The Santiam Flycasters, P.O. Box 691, Salem, OR 97308, or drop it off in person at our next 
meeting.  *Memberships are from January 1st through December 31st.  For new members, there is a 50% reduction after July 1st. 
There is no midyear discount for Life Membership. 

Life membership -- $250     Regular -- $25      Family -- $30      Youth--$10 

NAME: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS/CITY/STATE/ZIP: ___________________________________________________________________ 

PHONE : ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

EMAIL:              ___________________________________________________ 

FAMILY MEMBERS:              ___________________________________________ 

Are you an FFF Member?   Yes No 

Are you interested in obtaining an SFC Name Tag?   Yes No 

 

You must sign this release each year when you renew to participate in club activities. 

LIABILITY RELEASE AND HOLD HARMLESS AGREEMENT 

As a condition of membership or of participation in any activity encouraged or publicized by the Santiam Flycasters, I volun-
tarily assume all risks of my participation.  In acknowledgment that I am doing so entirely upon my own initiative, risk and responsibility 
I do hereby for myself, heirs, executors, and administrators agree to remise, fully release, hold harmless, and forever discharge the 
Santiam Flycasters, all its officers, board members and volunteers, acting officially or otherwise, from any and all claims, demands, 
actions or causes of actions, on account of my death or on account of any injury to me or my property that may occur from any cause 
whatsoever while participating in any such Santiam Flycasters activity. 

 I acknowledge that I have carefully read this hold harmless and release agreement, and fully understand that it is a release of lia-
bility.  I further acknowledge that I am waving any rights that I may have to bring legal action to assert a claim against the Santiam 
Flycasters for its negligence. 

 I have read the above statement and agree to its terms as a condition of my membership in the Santiam Flycasters. 

 

X                 _______________________________________________________ 

         Signature                                                                   Print Name                                                Date 

2019 Membership Form 

http://www.santiamflycasters.com

