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August Meeting—Fly Casting On       
the Lawn—Pringle Park 
 

Fly Casting Skills Challenge  
With Dwight Klemin  

 

6:30 pm to around dark 

The best way to improve your fly 
delivery is to use the Skills Chal-
lenge to hone your casting skill. 

We will have two courses set up for 
the Challenge;  take the challenge 
or work on a skill with a Certified 
Casting instructor.   

There will be several stations for 
you to improve fly casting skills.    

Come prepared to enjoy the even-
ing of skill challenge and a fun 
game .   

Several new fly lines will be given out for prizes.   

Again this year there will be a winner take all for “Fly in the Cup” 
contest.  Grand Prize for each Gold medal  is a hour two-hand 
lesson from a THMCI (Two Hand Master Certified Instructor). 

Fly rod will be provided 

Be sure to bring a mask for the requirement that masks be worn 
outside if 6’ social distancing is not maintained. 

Questions: Call Klem at 503.302.9484 

https://www.facebook.com/santiamflycasters/
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President’s Corner  
By Scott Vaslev 
 
As I mention in the Gold Lake 
Report fishing was OK not great.  I 
arrived on Wednesday and didn’t 
realize that was the same day Beth 
arrived.  If I had run across her 
earlier, it would have saved me a lot 
of line and fly changes.  She was 
catching fish at a nice clip, while I 
was not.  I think I eventually netted a 
dozen or so but there was a lot of 
time spinning my wheels.  So the 
moral of this story, find out where Beth is fishing and what she’s using.   

A special shout out to Dennis B. for procuring campsite #10 at Gold.  He came 
up early Wed. and secured it which turned out to be the last available site 
lakeside.  Also, he left behind a real nice lantern which we used in his absence. 
Dennis, I currently am holding it hostage.  Look for it on Ebay. 

Camping lakeside is my idea of heaven.  Boat is right there so I don’t have to 
load and unload it every time I want to fish.  When not fishing I can read, take a 
siesta, enjoy an adult beverage.  Look in my fly boxes for the next winner, take 
a siesta. Walk around the campsites and talk to people, take a siesta. I 
especially want to make sure I’m well rested for evening fishing a dry and 
campfire Hijinx. 

Our next outing will be to float the Willamette River from Keizer to Wheatland.  
We will be fishing for small mouth bass which is an absolute blast.  I’ve had 
success fishing sculpin patterns and woolies.  It’s an easy float so plan on 
coming. 

                                                                             FISH ON  Scott 

 
Gold Lake Outing Report  
By Scott Vaslev 
 

The weather up at Gold Lake was fantastic!  Fishing was good not great except 
for Beth who seemed to have the magic fly.  A small leech pattern that 
mimicked a damsel fly fished deep.  Maybe we can get Beth to tie one for our 
fly of the month. 

We had seven people who stayed over and 4 or 5 who showed up on Friday.  
Not much dry fishing except Bob and Chris had some luck fishing dry damsel 
flies in the afternoon.  One evening I had luck fishing a soft hackle on top.  As I 
mentioned, the majority of fish were caught on intermediate or full sinking lines 
in 10 ft. + of water. 

One of the stranger things I caught was a Stellar Jay.  One of my rods was 
leaning against a clothes line and the Jay managed to get his foot lodged 
between my tippet and the clothes line.  Of course as soon as he saw us he 
panicked and spun my tippet into a cobbled mess.  I had just put on a brand 
new 9 ft. leader and when we finally cut him loose I had 4 foot left.  

As an aside, Chris talked to the camp host and he said he leaves Gold Lake on 
Oct. 10.  A fall trip up there could be  interesting weather permitting. 
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Board Members Wanted 

The Santiam Flycasters want 
you! We are looking for a few 
good men and women. If you 
are interested in helping 
decide who our presenters 
are and where we go for our 
outings, please join us. Or, if 
you just want to find out what 
goes on during the board 
meetings or want to share 
your opinion; please join us. 
No experience needed, just 
your interest in fly fishing is 
all it takes to be a board 
member. 



2020 July Gold Lake Pictures  

Courtesy Chris Dudley, Robert 
LeClerc,  and Kent Toomb  
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2020 July Gold Lake Pictures  

COVID-19 Fly 
 
Obviously, John Rodriguez has 
way too much idle time on his 
hands and his wife, Linda, just 
hasn’t put enough things on his 
honey-do list, because he was able 
to tie up this neat COVID-19 fly 
pattern. 
 
Too bad that we can ’t just capture 
that bad bug on a hook and be 
done with it! 
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For Latest News and 

Updates 

santiamflycasters.com 

SFC-Fish Electronic 

Message Board  

One of the benefits of being 

a Santiam Flycasters 

member is having access to 

the SFC-FISH electronic 

message board. The 

message board gives 

members the opportunity to 

communicate with other 

about fly fishing and related 

topics. Once subscribed, 

you can post messages to 

SFC-FISH by sending an 

email to  

sfc-fish@googlegroups.com  

You will receive messages 

posted by other members 

via your email account. It's 

as easy as that. To subscribe 

to SFC-FISH, simply send an 

email request to              

santiamflycasters@yahoo.com,  

and we will subscribe you 

and notify you when you can 

begin using the message 

board.  

Three Creek Lake Outing Report  
 
Five Santiam Flycasters fished Three Creek Lake on July 22 and then the 
Burnetts came over in late afternoon and fished then and the following 
morning. 

On Wednesday morning, a 
pheasant tail nymph or 
pheasant tail soft hackle, 
fished on an intermediate 
line, was the hot ticket.  In 
the afternoon, it was hard to 
find the right fly, but Bill 
Steen had consistent luck 
with a small beadhead.   

Tim, of course, caught a few 
on his partridge and orange 
soft hackle, including the 
Brookie in the picture!  All 
success was on an 
intermediate line as there 
was no appreciable hatch 
that happened. 

The Burnetts caught some fish in the afternoon and more in the evening, 
using Hare’s Ears, green and orange soft hackles, and AP Emerger patterns.  
The largest fish were a 13” Rainbow and Brookie.  On Thursday morning, 
though, the fishing was very slow. 

Denny Burnett was able to get great photos of the Milky Way and the comet. 

It was a good outing, even though the campgrounds were technically not 
open and they were not servicing the outhouses! 

Pictures by  

Dennis Burnett and  

 Tim Johnson 
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Comet NEOWISE from Three Creek Lake  

Photos by Dennis Burnett  



August 8 Willamette River 
Outing 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

On August 8, we will float the Willamette River for about 8 

miles from Keizer Rapids Park to the boat ramp just 

below Wheatland Ferry to fish for smallmouth bass.  A 

pontoon or drift boat is needed for this trip.  A typical 

smallmouth in this section is 8-12”, but we have caught 

several up to 19”. 

Plan to meet at Keizer Rapids Park (at the westerly end 

of Chemawa Road in Keizer) at 8:00 a.m. with your boat 

assembled.  We will need to shuttle our vehicles to the 

Wheatland Ferry boat ramp before we start our float, so 

bring and wear your mask for that.  Plan to pay to park at 

the Wheatland Ferry boat ramp ($5 day use or State 

Parks pass). 

Suggested gear is 5-6 weight rods with intermediate or 

floating line (sink tips should also work).  Flies include 

woolly buggers, clousers, and similar flies, probably 

beadhead or weighted to get them to the bottom where 

the smallies are.  A version is to tie a woolly bugger with 

dumbbell eyes, which also will make it fish hook up to 

avoid catching bottom.  Green, purple, and black are 

good colors. 

Good fishing locations often are where the current is a bit 

slower, especially where the depth quickly increases, the 

depth is 2-7’ or so, and probably within 50 feet of shore.  

You will do nearly all of your fishing as you float down the 

river.  It is extremely helpful to use your fins, as you go 

down the river, to maneuver and to stay properly 

positioned to fish.   

The club will not provide a meal, so remember your 

mask, lunch, water, sunscreen, fins, etc. and plan to be 

on the water until late afternoon. 

Ken Karnosh is the outing sponsor, e-mail him at 
kenkarnosh@gmail.com if you have a question. 

August 22 South Santiam 
Outing 
 

On August 22, we will float and fish the South Santiam 

River from Pleasant Valley Road (near Sweet Home) to 

Waterloo County Park, a distance of about 9 miles. 

We will meet at Waterloo Park at 8:00 a.m., combine our 

boats, and drive to the launch site, so bring and wear 

your mask for that.  To get to Waterloo Park, drive I-5 

south and take either Highway 20 or 34 from the Albany 

area to Lebanon, drive about 3 miles past Lebanon on 

Highway 20, turn left at the Waterloo turnoff, and drive to 

the boat ramp in the park. 

Suggested gear is 4-6 weight rods with floating line.  Flies 

include nymphs (probably best fished right on the bottom) 

and dries for caddis and mayflies, including soft hackles.  

Euronymphing  or similar techniques can also be quite 

effective on the rainbow and native cutthroat trout. 

The club will not provide a meal, so remember your lunch 

and water, as well as your mask, PFD, wading staff, and 

sunscreen. 

Kent Toomb is the outing sponsor, so e-mail him at 
Kent.Toomb@gmail.com or phone him at (541)451-7610 
if you have a question. 

mailto:kenkarnosh@gmail.com
mailto:Kent.Toomb@gmail.com


Fly of the Month 
 

Mini Marabou Leech 
By Bob LeClerc 

 

This mini leech pattern in olive was used with great success by Beth on Gold Lake on a sinking line.  This fly has been 

very effective in most of the local lakes.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Materials  

 Hook: Size 14 standard nymph or use a curved hook for improved hook success.   

 Thread: Olive, 6/0 

 Bead: Gold, 7/64 dia.  

 Tail:  Olive marabou, 2X long 

 Body: Twisted Olive marabou 

 Rib:  Red wire, Brassie Size. 

 

Tying Instructions: 

1 De-barb hook and mount bead, then clamp in vice. 
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2. Tie on thread and run to the rear of the hook, tie in marabou tail, twice as long 

as shank, do not trim off. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Tie in red wire and run thread to eye. 

 

4. Grasp the marabou butts, twist into a rope, then wrap forward to eye and tie down. Trim off remaining marabou. 

 

5. Counter wrap wire forward and tie in. 

 

6. Whip finish and cement head. 
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A tying tip, use a wine cork to remove the fly from the vise. 

Push the cork on to the point of the hook. Loosen the vice jaws and use cork to remove the hook. 

 

 A single cork cab hold up to a dozen flies.  

 

Other versions of the fly:  

Use Black or Red Marabou. 

I will add a lot of lead wire and a tungsten bead and use them for Euro fishing. 

Tightlines. 
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   Santiam Flycasters 

The Santiam Flycasters, Inc. is a group of men, women, and youths in the Salem area who have a common interest in fly fishing 
and have joined together to share their experiences and knowledge of the sport since 1975.  The club was incorporated as an Ore-
gon non-profit organization in March of 1977. The Santiam Flycasters, Inc. is affiliated with the Fly Fishers International. 

The mission of the Santiam Flycasters is to promote the sport of fly fishing for all interested individuals of every generation now 
and into the future. Through fellowship, education, conservation practices, promoting research, guardianship of proper regula-
tions and support, the Santiam Flycasters can succeed in this mission. 

We meet in Salem the second Thursday of each month (no meeting in July) 
at the Pringle Park Community Building 

606 Church Street at 7:00 pm. 
www.santiamflycasters.com 

 

Mail the completed signed form to: The Santiam Flycasters, P.O. Box 691, Salem, OR 97308, or drop it off in person at our next 
meeting.  *Memberships are from January 1st through December 31st.  For new members, there is a 50% reduction after July 1st. 
There is no midyear discount for Life Membership. 

Life membership -- $300     Regular -- $30     Family -- $35      

NAME: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS/CITY/STATE/ZIP: ___________________________________________________________________ 

PHONE : ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

EMAIL:              ___________________________________________________ 

FAMILY MEMBERS:              ___________________________________________ 

Are you an FFF Member?   Yes No 

Are you interested in obtaining an SFC Name Tag?   Yes No 

 

You must sign this release each year when you renew to participate in club activities. 

LIABILITY RELEASE AND HOLD HARMLESS AGREEMENT 

As a condition of membership or of participation in any activity encouraged or publicized by the Santiam Flycasters, I volun-
tarily assume all risks of my participation.  In acknowledgment that I am doing so entirely upon my own initiative, risk and responsibility 
I do hereby for myself, heirs, executors, and administrators agree to remise, fully release, hold harmless, and forever discharge the 
Santiam Flycasters, all its officers, board members and volunteers, acting officially or otherwise, from any and all claims, demands, 
actions or causes of actions, on account of my death or on account of any injury to me or my property that may occur from any cause 
whatsoever while participating in any such Santiam Flycasters activity. 

 I acknowledge that I have carefully read this hold harmless and release agreement, and fully understand that it is a release of lia-
bility.  I further acknowledge that I am waving any rights that I may have to bring legal action to assert a claim against the Santiam 
Flycasters for its negligence. 

 I have read the above statement and agree to its terms as a condition of my membership in the Santiam Flycasters. 

 

X                 _______________________________________________________ 

         Signature                                                                   Print Name                                                Date 

2020 Membership Form 

http://www.santiamflycasters.com

