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Sorry! No SFC Meeting Yet . . .  

 
As we are all painfully aware it is neither advisable or possible for us to gather and enjoy 

the benefits of our monthly club gathering.  No SFC club meeting in June. Our custom is 

to skip the July meeting and return in August. 

We do have several outings scheduled through the summer months that we hope you 

take the opportunity to enjoy.  More details on those inside. 

Several club members have ventured out as the weather has turned nicer.   

Jim Ferguson provides information on a great fly for your box, the Peacock Caddis. 

Surely it will draw some strikes. 

Hope you are all staying well. 
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Board Members Wanted 

The Santiam Flycasters 
want you! We are looking 
for a few good men and 
women. If you are inter-
ested in helping decide 
who our presenters are 
and where we go for our 
outings, please join us. 
Or, if you just want to 
find out what goes on 
during the board meet-
ings or want to share 
your opinion; please join 
us. No experience needed, 
just your interest in fly fish-
ing is all it takes to be a 
board member. 
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President’s Corner  

By Scott Vaslev 

Wow! Another month has flown by.  

Being part of a small business that can’t 

open has been tough but we’re hopeful 

things will loosen up by summer.  If not, 

look for me along the highway picking up 

soda cans (a joke, sort of). 

I have been doing some more fishing.  

You have probably noticed I’ve been 

writing about my successes.  I figured you would want to know about how I caught a few 

fish vs. how I got skunked.  I used to fish almost exclusively lakes but since I’ve joined 

SFC been fishing a lot of our local rivers and been more successful than lake fishing as 

a whole.  

Case in point, Bob L. and  I fished Detroit about five days before the club went there on 

Saturday, May 16. Mongold just opened so it was  pretty busy with boats everywhere. 

We arrived in the early morning and fished for probably 3 hours before the wind came 

up and blew us off the lake. During that time I got one tap, that was it. Bob managed to 

catch two but for the whole it was pretty much a bust.  So I could tell you what fly, fly 

lines, and techniques didn’t work……. 

Now on to the good stuff.  Last Tuesday, May 26, Bill, George, and I fished the 

Willamette River putting in at Christenson and floating to Harrisburg.  We all concurred 

that we preferred Christenson launch to Marshall Island.  It’s a little more rustic, but for 

pontoon boats it is perfect.. You paddle about 30 yds. or so in a canal and presto you 

are fishing. 

Other than the river running a little high, it was a 

perfect day.  The winning combination was indicator 

fishing with a Frenchie tied on a size 12  jig hook, 3.8 

mm tungsten bead as my point fly and 12-18 inches 

above that a Mirage Fly, size 12 scud hook as a 

dropper.  The Mirage Fly was featured by Kent in the 

Nov. 2017 newsletter. Hooked 20 + fish, landed I 

don’t know how many including a 20 + inch rainbow.  

I do bring another fly rod set up to swing flies and I do 

prefer this (more traditional) fly casting but got squat 

for my efforts.  Indicator fishing also allows you to fish 

on the move. When I’m moving down river I’ll fish 

likely spots along the shoreline.  The downside is I’m always losing gear.  If you get 

hung up on the bottom or a tree you are basically screwed. 

The Frenchie Fly amazes me.  It consistently catches fish.  When you look at it, you say 

to yourself, “No way can this fly work.”  It’s a snap to tie, works well as both a point fly 

and a dropper tied on a 14 or smaller.  Maybe it’s because the fish have never seen it, 

but it should be part of your arsenal. 

We had our last board meeting on Zoom.  We decided that our June general meeting 

would be cancelled due to you know what.  So given that we don’t normally meet in July 

the next time we meet as a group will be August (finger crossed).  We talked about our 

next meeting being a combination of fishing techniques and a swap meet but the 

situation remains fluid.  So ’til we meet again. 

          FISH ON! Scott 
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Welcome New 

Member in May 

Jerry Baker 

Albany, Oregon 

For Latest News 

and Updates 

santiamflycasters.com 

SFC-Fish Electronic 

Message Board  

One of the benefits of be-

ing a Santiam Flycasters 

member is having access 

to the SFC-FISH electron-

ic message board. The 

message board gives 

members the opportunity 

to communicate with oth-

er about fly fishing and re-

lated topics. Once sub-

scribed, you can post 

messages to SFC-FISH by 

sending an email to  

sfc-fish@googlegroups.com  

You will receive messages 

posted by other members 

via your email account. It's 

as easy as that. To sub-

scribe to SFC-FISH, simply 

send an email request to              

santiamflycasters@yahoo.com,  

and we will subscribe you 

and notify you when you 

can begin using the mes-

sage board.  

Detroit Lake Outing Report 

By Ken Karnosh 

Ten of us fished Detroit Reservoir on May 16.  There were many power boats there, but 

they fished other parts of the lake.  The weather was overcast and the water was calm.  

Great day to be on the water! 

What more can one ask?  Well, maybe for some more willing trout!  Larry said the Sheriff 

told him that fish were planted the day before “south of Mongold”.  The best we could figure 

was that was at the boat ramp across from and upstream from Mongold and they just hadn’t 

spread out to our side yet. 

Although some of us just enjoyed a good day on the water (which means that we didn’t 

catch a fish!), most at least had a hookup or more. 

I think that Robin caught the most fish as his pictures show, landing four and losing four as 

well, fishing a bugger-type close to shore south of the boat ramp.  Andy landed a couple on 

a bugger to start and then had more success on a nymph under an indicator.  Tim had 

some success on a Comparadun.  Quite a variation in tactics! 

Fishing at Detroit should be good for another month or so or until the water warms and the 
fish go deeper.   

Great Time on the Crooked River  

By Ricky Love 

 I fished the Crooked River over Me-

morial Day weekend and fishing was 

awesome. There was a huge hatch of 

Mothers Day Caddis (size 16) the 

entire 4 days I was there. Thanks to 

Jeff (owner of Fly Shop in Sisters) for 

helping me identify exactly what type 

of Caddis it was since the color was 

different and I was uncertain. I had 2 

size 16 Caddis and after losing them I 

had no more takes on the surface - 

size matters.  

Caught tons of fish Euro-Nymphing 

and traditional nymping. A blue Perdi-

gon and pink FrenchIe netted the 

most fish.  

http://santiamflycasters.com


June 13 North Santiam Outing 

On June 13, we will float the North Santiam River from Stayton to 

Shelburn (Buell Miller Landing), about a 7-mile float.  A drift boat or 

pontoon boat is needed for this drift, although one can access fisha-

ble water from the shore at each end of the run. 

Let’s meet at the Stayton ramp on the south side of the river at 8:00.  

To get there, drive east on Highway 22, turn right at the Sublimity 

exit (2nd Stayton exit) onto First Street, follow it south through town 

and across the river, and turn right at the Knife River driveway to the 

boat ramp. 

We will shuttle our own vehicles.  For safety, please plan to bring 

and use a face mask or covering and otherwise practice social dis-

tancing. 

Suggested gear is 4-6 weight rods with floating line.  Nymphing, euro

-nymphing, swinging flies, and dry flies can all produce fish.  Flies 

include the respective stages of caddis, mayflies, and stoneflies, as well as soft hackles and streamers.The club will not provide food, 

so remember your lunch, drink, PFD, and sunscreen. 

Scott Vaslev is the outing sponsor so, if you have a question, contact him by e-mail at scottyo@aol.com or by phone at 503-559-6427. 
 

 

June 27 East Lake Outing 

 

We will fish East Lake on June 27 for some of those lively browns, 

rainbows, and kokanee that swim there.  We will camp at Cinder Hill 

Campground.  Remember that the lake is at 6,500’ elevation and can 

get cold! 

To get there, drive Highway 22 east to Bend, drive Highway 97 south 

to the East/Paulina/Newberry Crater turnoff just north of LaPine, turn 

left (east) onto USFS Road 21 and follow it about 16 miles to Cinder 

Hill Campground at East Lake.   

One can wade and fish from shore, but the best success comes from 

using a boat, pontoon boat, or float tube. 

Suggested gear is 4-6 weight rods with floating and intermediate or 

Type 3 sinking line.  In past years, dry flies such as size 14 Adams, 

Comparadun, or Elk Hair Caddis have been successful.  Otherwise, 

use the sinking line with woolly buggers or leeches and callibaetis 

nymphs, pheasant tails, Teeny Nymphs, etc.  Chironomids can also 

be successful. 

The club will provide an entrée for a Saturday meal, so bring a small 

side dish to share, if you wish, along with your chair and beverage. 

Ken Karnosh is the outing sponsor.  Contact him by e-mail at kenkar-
nosh@gmail.com if you have a question. 
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Leave a Legacy—Opportunity Through Fly Fishers International  

Dear SFC Members, 

How many of us are aware of that our club is an affiliate of Fly Fishers International? Part of FFI’s mission is conservation. They 
also encourage their affiliates to do the same. The Santiam Flycasters are involved in our community; we teach fly tying at the 
“Youth Outdoor Leadership Day” in Corvallis. This past summer we taught fly tying and fly casting to a group of girl scouts in 
Willamette Mission State Park. Yearly we participate in the healthy activities seminar at the Department of Transportation. Last fall 
we organized the revival of fly tying competition at the Oregon State Fair and put in a day of fly tying demonstration at the fair. 
These are all worthwhile activities. I would also like to see the club do some conservation/restoration  projects on local waters. On 
that list of club outings, I would like to see an activity where we give back to the land and streams that support our habits and pas-
sions. If you agree please  talk to our officers at club meetings or email them so they know that other members feel the same way. 
If you have any projects in mind let board members know. 

FFI awards grants of up to $3000 to local clubs for conservation/restoration projects. Many Oregon clubs have received grants in 
the past for such activities; the Rogue Fly Fishers, and the Central Oregon Fly Fishers are just a few examples. How about the San-
tiam Flycasters adding their name to the list. Grants are by application and can be submitted any time during the year. If enough of 
us are interested we can come up with a project and write a grant and leave a legacy! 

Thanks, 

Bill Cruscial SFC Member 

For more information on this conservation program  https://flyfishersinternational.org/Conservation/Projects-Programs/Grants 

 

Pictures from the Detroit Lake Outing (Thank You Robin and Andy)  
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June Fly of the Month 

Peacock Caddis 

By 

Jim Ferguson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

   Hook:        Dry Fly Standard  #10 -14 

   Thread:     Black, 8/0 

   Body:        Peacock Herls 

   Wing:        Elk Hair 

   Hackle:     Brown and Grizzly rooster saddle hackles 

 
   This caddis pattern is designed to sit low in the water using elk hair to assist in keeping it afloat. 
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STEP-BY-STEP 

 

1. Debarb the hook, mount it in your vise, attach tying thread an eye length behind the hook eye, and wrap a thread base 

back to where the bend of the hook starts.  Fig 1. 

 

2.  Attach two or 3 peacock herls, make a spinning loop for the herls, wrap the thread to about mid shank.  Fig 2. 

 

 

 

Fig 1             Fig 2   

 

 3.  Spin the loop and herl to form a peacock chenille like rope and wrap forward.  Remember, the rear of a caddis is usually 

larger at the rear so make several turns at the rear if you want to mimic the caddis body form.  Tie off the herl at the mid-

body position.  Fig 3.  Trim the waste and wrap the thread forward to the eye and back.  You need a thread base to 

cover the shank so the elk hair does not readily spin around the shank in the next step.  Fig 4. 

 

Fig 3             Fig 4   

 

4. Bring the thread wraps to the front of the body. Fig 5.  Select, clean and stack  the elk hair for the wing.  You will tie this 

on similar to an elk hair caddis with the butts extending over the eye and the elk hair tips over the shank. (Fig 6)  A 

caddis wing extends well past the end of the body.  You want to tie in the elk hair to form a sort of tent over the top of the 

body. 

 

 Elk hair will flair.  To minimize some of the flaring, I pre-glue the elk hair clump at the tie down  area on the bundle with 

head cement.  Make a soft wrap around the hair while holding the hair along the shank.  Pull up on the thread but not 

too much.  Do not let go of the elk hair.  Make another soft loop in front of the first wrap and pull up a little tighter.  Use 



the hand not holding the hair to control the splayed elk hair butts and orient them along the top of the shank.  Continue 

to wrap the elk hair butts down as you wrap the thread forward.  When you get to the eye, pull up the butts and make 

several turns on the shank right behind the eye as in Fig 7.  Now wrap the thread between in the space between the 

wing tie in and the butt tie down section as in Fig 8. 

 

Fig 5           Fig 6   

 

Fig 7        Fig 8   

 

5. Check both the front and back of the fly where you have tied in the elk hair.  If you have some fibers that have rotated 

under the shank, pluck them off with tweezers (Fig 9 shows the fly rotated upside down to reveal several wing fibers 

that need plucking.)  With the fly upright in the vise, trim the butts at an angle similar to the angle  formed by the wing.  

Tie in the hackles on the far side of the top of the shank.  I place the hackles belly to belly so the fibers angle both to the 

front and the back.  Tying them in on the far side of the top allows for a more even distribution when you tie off the 

hackle on the front top side. 

 

Fig 9     Fig 10  

 

6. Trim off the hackle butts as in Fig 11.  Wrap the hackles in tight adjacent turns in the space between the wing and head.  

Tie off the hackle of the top near side as in Fig 12. 



 

Fig 11   Fig 12  

 

 6.  Trim off the hackle butt waste (Fig 13).  Carefully make a few wraps to secure the hackle stubs without trapping hackle 

fibers.  I make two sets of 3 whip finish wraps to form the tie off behind the head.  Pluck out any trapped fibers as in Fig 

14. 

 

Fig 13    Fig 14  

 

7. I usually add some head cement with a fine needle.  Make sure you do not plug the eye or goop up the hackle fibers.  

Trim the bottom hackle fibers off the bottom as in Fig 15.  Figure 16 shows a bottom view of the fly. 

 

Fig 15   Fig 16   
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 Figure 17 shows a top view of the fly.  Fig 18 shows a hatch of peacock caddis. 

 

Fig 17    Fig 18  

More from the Detroit Lake Outing  

 

 

A Final Thought 
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   Santiam Flycasters 

The Santiam Flycasters, Inc. is a group of men, women, and youths in the Salem area who have a common interest in fly fishing 
and have joined together to share their experiences and knowledge of the sport since 1975.  The club was incorporated as an Ore-
gon non-profit organization in March of 1977. The Santiam Flycasters, Inc. is affiliated with the Fly Fishers International. 

The mission of the Santiam Flycasters is to promote the sport of fly fishing for all interested individuals of every generation now 
and into the future. Through fellowship, education, conservation practices, promoting research, guardianship of proper regula-
tions and support, the Santiam Flycasters can succeed in this mission. 

We meet in Salem the second Thursday of each month (no meeting in July) 
at the Pringle Park Community Building 

606 Church Street at 7:00 pm. 
www.santiamflycasters.com 

 

Mail the completed signed form to: The Santiam Flycasters, P.O. Box 691, Salem, OR 97308, or drop it off in person at our next 
meeting.  *Memberships are from January 1st through December 31st.  For new members, there is a 50% reduction after July 1st. 
There is no midyear discount for Life Membership. 

Life membership -- $300     Regular -- $30     Family -- $35      

NAME: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS/CITY/STATE/ZIP: ___________________________________________________________________ 

PHONE : ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

EMAIL:              ___________________________________________________ 

FAMILY MEMBERS:              ___________________________________________ 

Are you an FFF Member?   Yes No 

Are you interested in obtaining an SFC Name Tag?   Yes No 

 

You must sign this release each year when you renew to participate in club activities. 

LIABILITY RELEASE AND HOLD HARMLESS AGREEMENT 

As a condition of membership or of participation in any activity encouraged or publicized by the Santiam Flycasters, I volun-
tarily assume all risks of my participation.  In acknowledgment that I am doing so entirely upon my own initiative, risk and responsibility 
I do hereby for myself, heirs, executors, and administrators agree to remise, fully release, hold harmless, and forever discharge the 
Santiam Flycasters, all its officers, board members and volunteers, acting officially or otherwise, from any and all claims, demands, 
actions or causes of actions, on account of my death or on account of any injury to me or my property that may occur from any cause 
whatsoever while participating in any such Santiam Flycasters activity. 

 I acknowledge that I have carefully read this hold harmless and release agreement, and fully understand that it is a release of lia-
bility.  I further acknowledge that I am waving any rights that I may have to bring legal action to assert a claim against the Santiam 
Flycasters for its negligence. 

 I have read the above statement and agree to its terms as a condition of my membership in the Santiam Flycasters. 

 

X                 _______________________________________________________ 

         Signature                                                                   Print Name                                                Date 

2020 Membership Form 

http://www.santiamflycasters.com

