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November Meeting (presented online, NOT in person)  

 
Euro - Nymphing From the Basics to Advanced 
Techniques with Tim Flagler  
 

This month we would like to welcome 

Tim Flagler, the owner of Tightline 

Productions, a video production 

company based in New Jersey. His 

presentation will discuss how to get 

started by converting a standard trout 

rod into a functional Euro - Nymphing 

setup and the multiple steps that can be 

taken after that to produce an advanced 

outfit. The presentation will cover not 

only equipment but flies and on stream 

techniques and strategies.  

Tim, with his wife Joan, produce flyfishing instructional and travel programs. They are also 

known for the fly tying videos presented on their You Tube channel, practicalpatterns.com. 

His channel has over 85,000 subscribers and 24 million views.  

Tim is a fixture at the flyfishing shows around the country, giving presentations, tying flies, 

teaching classes and often is the Featured Tier at the event. He also guides on his home 

waters and is the host of annual trips to Montana and Patagonia so I’m hoping that you will all 

tune in for a wonderful program delivered by one of the best in the business.  

Using “Zoom” To View The Meeting 

 
Due to the pandemic for the foreseeable future club meetings will be held using the Zoom 

videoconferencing service. Santiam Flycasters members will receive a link to join the Zoom 

Meeting one week, one day and one hour before the start of scheduled meetings. To join a 

meeting, simply click on the “Join the Meeting” link in one of the emails you receive. You can 

join the meeting early, but you will be placed into a Zoom waiting room until you are admitted 

into the meeting at around 7:00 PM. 

There are several options for joining the meeting. You can join with a computer, a smart 

device, or a regular telephone. If you join with your computer, you will need to have a speaker

(s) connected to the computer so that you can hear the presentation. It helps to have 

downloaded the Zoom Client for Meetings onto your computer beforehand.  We recommend 

doing that prior to joining the meeting. You will be given that option in the email you receive 

with the “Join Meeting” link. You do not need a camera or a microphone on your computer, 

but that is an option if you wish to be seen and heard during the meeting. You will have the  

(Continued on next page) 

https://www.facebook.com/santiamflycasters/
http://www.practicalpatterns.com
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Officer/Board Elections  

All  club members are welcome to participate in nomination of our club officers for 2021 

at the November 9 Board meeting.  We will provide details about how to access this 

6:30 p.m. meeting, held via Zoom, prior to the meeting. 

Club members will vote on the Board’s nominations at the November 12 club meeting, 

also on Zoom. 

 
President’s Corner  
By Scott Vaslev 

Unfortunately, I broke the tip on my 

Syndicate euro rod on the Crooked 

River trip.  I contacted Syndicate and 

for 50 bucks I would get a new one.  So 

I sent my rod back to Knoxville, 

Tennessee.  Meanwhile, they sent me 

a new tip.  I thought they would need to 

see the rod as this was normal 

procedure for other  times I have had 

this mishap.  Anyway, Syndicate said 

they shipped it back “return to sender.” Me. “Didn’t get it.”  So after haggling with a 

postal employee, he said my only recourse was to contact the dead letter office in 

Atlanta as I couldn’t find my receipt with the tracking number.  Hopefully this isn’t over.  

Wish me luck! 

This is one of my favorite times of the year to fish, especially on our local rivers.  The 

problem lately is that the rivers have been running exceedingly high.  I’m guessing the 

dam operators are getting paid by the cubic foot of water released.  I suppose with 

winter coming, possibly an El Nina year, they are being cautious.  I am a little concerned 

what the North Santiam River is going to look like come spring.  If we have a wet winter  
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Board Members Wanted 

The Santiam Flycasters want 
you! We are looking for a few 
good men and women. If you 
are interested in helping 
decide who our presenters 
are and where we go for our 
outings, please join us. Or, if 
you just want to find out what 
goes on during the board 
meetings or want to share 
your opinion; please join us. 
No experience needed, just 
your interest in fly fishing is 
all it takes to be a board 
member. 

option to turn off your camera and microphone anytime during the meeting.  

If you are joining the meeting with a smart phone or tablet, it may be best to first 

download the Zoom Cloud Meeting app. With the “Zoom Cloud Meetings” app installed, 

after you click on the “Join Meeting” link in your email, you will be given the option to 

open the “Zoom Cloud Meeting” app. 

You can also join the meeting on your landline phone. You simply call the phone number 

provided in the email you receive. When prompted, you will enter the meeting ID 

followed by the # key. You will be able to listen to the presentation but will not be able to 

see the presentation or be seen by others. 

Note: You will be provided with a Meeting ID but there is no password for joining this 

Zoom Meeting. Make sure to select the “Call using Internet” option if prompted. 

A Youtube tutorial on joining a Zoom Meeting can be viewed here:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tr-JHfEas8k 

If you have questions, contact Tim Johnson at tim.the.fisherman@gmail.com, or call 503

-507-8552. I’m particularly interested in hearing from any member who wishes to take 

advantage of closed captioning option for the meetings. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tr-JHfEas8k
mailto:tim.the.fisherman@gmail.com


(President’s Corner continued) 

plus wild fire damage along the river it could make the river a 

really tough float. 

I often wonder why they close the North Santiam for trout fishing 

on October 31.  Heard it has something to do with steelhead runs 

and protecting smolts?  Whatever, don’t think there is enough 

fishing pressure to warrant the closing of the river.  I know we can 

fish above the dam year around, why not open up the whole 

thing?  Regulations for streams in the Willamette Zone are catch 

and release for the most part except for stockers.  Been fishing 

the North Santiam for a while and have caught maybe 6 stockers 

total.  Thinking about contacting the ODFW rep for the Willamette 

Zone and find out.  Good winter project! 

Finally, I’ll end this with my wader conundrum.  I‘ve always bought 

cheap (inexpensive if you will) waders from Cabelas.  They hold 

up for a couple of years or so and then start leaking in the bootie 

area.  I remember once I asked Ken, “What is the best way to fix 

the sock part of a pair of waders?”  He said, “Let’s see, you roll 

them up in a ball, nice and tight and throw them in the garbage 

can.”  Sage advice I have adhered to since.  That being said both 

sets of my waders leak so it is time to buy.  I’m leaning to the 

cheap side but could be talked out of it. Decisions, decisions. P.S. 

Don’t forget about our November fishing expeditions! 

 

Crooked River Outing Report  

By Ricky Love 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Despite the various road closures due to Wildfires, fifteen 

members navigated their way to Central Oregon and one of our 

favorite outings.  The campgrounds were full as many other 

Oregon Residents and Non-Residents visited the Crooked that 

weekend.  

Some members arrived earlier in the week and had great success 

on Thursday.  The water level was at 200 CFS (cubic feet per 

second) and Tim Johnson, Beth Jappay, and Bob LeClerc were 

part of the early contingent that took advantage and netted fish.  

Tim recently 

purchased a Euro 

Nymphing Rod/

Reel and 

experienced 

success quickly. He 

even incorporated 

his “old faithful” fly 

(Partridge and 

Orange Soft 

Hackle) in his setup 

and used a heavy weighted euro nymph to get the soft hackle 

down to the fish. Beth was also euro nymphing and caught most 

fish on the Soft Hackle Carrot. She took a page out of Tim’s book 

and swung the partridge and orange soft hackle into the lips of 

numerous trout. Herb Harry and his son Paul, fished dry flies and 

collectively netted 25 fish. They used size 16 and 18 Blue Wing 

Olives and Elk Hare Caddis.  There was a good BWO and Caddis 

Hatch over the weekend.  There was a small number of PMDs. 

Although the fishing was hot on Thursday, the evening was chilly 

as campfires were not permitted.  

On Friday, fishing conditions and the campfire ban both changed.  

The water level dropped overnight to 85 CFS and made 

conditions much more difficult, however members still had 

success.  Steve Reynolds was also in possession of a new Euro 

Nymphing Rod/Reel setup he purchased from Mitch at Two Rivers 

Fly Shop in Albany - it paid dividends. He caught several fish 

predominately on an Orange Perdigon (size 12) to include several 

large white fish.   

Robin Wiley enjoyed his best 

day since joining the club and 

caught numerous fish in the 10 

to 12-inch range. He was also 

euro nymphing and found 

success using a size 18 

Quilldigon nymph and a size 

18 olive thread Frenchie. Herb 

Harry netted the fish of the 

trip, a beautiful 16.5-inch Red side Rainbow, fishing in a deep 

pool. He used a size 10 Red Dart (euro nymph) to get down deep 

and bring up this beautiful fish. Ken Karnosh and Jeff Smith were 

successful using traditional methods. Ken predominately swung 

soft hackle flies and Jeff used dry flies. Jeff used a size 18 BWO 

to net several fish but commented the hatch was actually about 

size 20. Small is always good on the Crooked River.  

 Campfires were permitted beginning Friday evening. On Saturday 

evening members gathered around a campfire, maintained 6 feet 

of distance, and ate a delicious dessert. We shared stories from 

the past and successful strategies from the weekend. Another 

great outing for the Santiam Flycasters. 
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Deschutes River Outing Report  

By Tim Johnson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Floating and fishing the Deschutes river from Warm Springs to Trout Creek Campground is a fall tradition for the club. This was my 
14th time on this outing. In my estimation it was by far the best so far. We had a very good turnout (including some of our newer mem-
bers), the weather was perfect, the night skies were clear and stargazing was spectacular, and the fish were very cooperative: large, 
healthy and plentiful. What more can one ask for?  

I caught more fish than usual due to in large part having recently started Euro nymphing. As Kent Toomb says, “It’s a game changer”. 
The only thing missing on the outing was Steve’s marinated tri tip steak and our traditional group meal, due to Covid-19. But we did 
manage to have engaging gatherings with storytelling around the campfire each night, with social distancing of course.  
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November 7 Detroit Lake 
Outing 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weather permitting. we will fish Detroit Lake on November 7.  

Since there was no fishing allowed during the wildfire situation, 

there should be plenty of fish available.   

A floating device is best on the lake.  Several of us fished it 

recently and had pretty good success. 

To get there, drive Highway 22 east and turn right at Mongold 

Boat Ramp a few miles above Detroit Dam.  You will need to 

either have a State Parks pass or purchase a daily pass there 

for $5.  You can launch either at the old ramp to the left or the 

new low water ramp to the right. 

Suggested gear is 4-6 weight rods with either intermediate or 

sinking line.  Flies would include the normal stillwater selection 

including leeches, woolly buggers, and other attractor patterns, 

including the colors white or chartreuse and orange. 

The club will not provide a meal, so remember your lunch as 

well as your PFD. 

Dennis Burnett is the outing sponsor, so e-mail him at 
dennisb464@gmail.com if you have a question. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

November 14 Willamette 
River Outing 
 
 

River level permitting, we will 

float the Willamette River from 

Marshall Island to Harrisburg 

on November 14 to fish for 

native cutthroats and rainbows. 

Drift boats are nice and offer a 

bit more opportunity to fish, but 

pontoon boats work quite well.  

The float is about 8 miles with 

minor rapids and we will reach 

the takeout around 4:00. 

Plan to meet at the Harrisburg 

Park boat ramp at 8:00 a.m.  

We will combine boats as much as possible before driving to the 

launch site and shuttling vehicles back to the park. 

To get there, drive I-5 south, turn right (west) at the Harrisburg 

exit 209, drive west to Harrisburg, turn left (south) onto Highway 

99E for a couple of blocks, and turn right (west) for a couple of 

blocks to the park. 

Suggested gear is 4-6 weight rods with floating line.  Recently, 

the trout have preferred beadhead flies like October Caddis 

pupa or prince nymphs, but should also be taking soft hackles 

as well as woolly buggers and possie buggers.  There also may 

be a bit of surface action. 

The club will not provide a meal, so remember your lunch and 

PFD. 

Ken Karnosh is the outing sponsor, so e-mail him at 
kenkarnosh@gmail.com if you have a question. 
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November 2020 Fly of the Month 

Dark Caddis 

By Jim Ferguson 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The dark caddis is a dry fly using a sparse thin body, cdc underwing, deer hair wing and head, and hackle treated with a floating 

substance.  You can use regular hackle and treat it yourself or just use it plain. 

In small sizes, 18 to 20, it could represent the black caddis found on the Metolius River in Oregon.  The wing and head is formed from 

the same batch of deer hair similar to the winging of the Elk Hair Caddis. 

Other color combinations could be used to mimic the local caddis hatches.  Body, CDC, and hackle can be varied as well.   During the 

late Fall and Winter, several streams have a very small black caddis hatch that occurs during sun breaks when it has been raining, 

snowing, or blowing.  These hatches usually last only about a half hour.  You barely have time to change your fly  before the action 

stops.  By trimming out the hackle under the shank you can get a really low setting fly. 

  Hook:              TMC100, Daiichi 1170,  Mustad94833, Mustad AC94833  or equivalent. 

                           Sizes 12, 14, 16, 18. 

  Thread:           Black 8/0 or 70 Denier, or color to match body 

  Body:               Dark Brown floss 

  Under Wing:   Black CDC or color to match body 

  Wing:               Deer body hair, darker shades 

  Hackle:             Black saddle 
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Step-By-Step Directions 

 

1.  De-barb your hook.  Place hook in vise, attach thread an eye length behind eye and wrap back a little past the ⅓ shaft 

position.  (Fig.1) 

 

2.  Spin the bobbin to flatten the thread and then wrap back to a position over the barb and then  wrap forward to a little past the 

half shank position.  (Fig 2) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Fig. 1)                                  (Fig 2) 

 

3.  Attach the body floss.  I used one strand from a 4 strand floss.  (Fig 3)  Wrap the floss to the rear of the thread base  using 

side by side wraps.  Wrap the floss forward with very little if any overlap.  If you overlap, the body will build a taper.  (Fig 4) 

 

   Fig 3           Fig 4   

 

4.  Select two or three cdc plumes, align their tips, and tie them in for an underwing on top of the shank over the body.  (Fig 

Wetting the cdc will help in controlling the fibers if needed.  Trim the butts.  (Fig 6) 

 

           Fig 5       Fig 6   

 

5. Put some head cement on the butts and the shank section in front of the tie in position for the underwing.  Select a bunch of 

deer body hair, clean out the underfur, stack the hair and locate the tie in position for the wing.   The wing of a caddis goes past 

the rear of the caddis body.  I pre-glue the deer hair right in front of where I am holding the wing with my thumb and finger. (Fig 

7)  Pre-gluing helps in getting the  deer hair fibers to collapse when tying them down.  I hold the hair between my thumb and 

long finger.  These fingers come together with parallel flat faces rather than angled space like the thumb and first finger.  This 

procedure allows you to control the pressure better and keep the hair on top of the shank when tying in the hair. 
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6.  Mount the wing in front of the body over the cdc underwing.  Make one soft loop and then a second soft loop.  Pull upwards to 

tighten the second loop.  Continue with a few tight wraps.  Do not let go of the hair with the thumb and middle finger. You can 

let the bobbin hang and use the right hand to align the hair fibers on top of the shank.  Make a few turns more to the front and 

tighten by pulling up on the thread.  This procedure helps to control the hair to keep it from rotating around the shank.  (Fig 8) 

   

Fig 7       Fig 8   

 

7. Wrap the thread to form a base of deer hair between the tie in and eye of the hook.  You want to leave about a half eye 

length to one eye length between the rear of the eye and the tie down of the deer hair.  If the deer hair is tied down so it 

won’t slip around the shank, you can move your left hand fingers forward to grab and pull the deer hair butts up while you 

make several wraps in front of the butts, posting the butts like you would in tying in the butts on an elk hair caddis.   I make a 

few tight wraps around the butts and take the thread back to the tie in position for the deer hair. ( Fig 9)  Adding some head 

cement would be a good idea. 

 

8.  Attach the hackle at the deer hair tie in position. ( Fig 10) 

Fig 9       Fig 10  

 

9.  Wrap the thread forward to the start of the butts.  Trim the hackle butt off.  Wrap, without twisting, the hackle forward in side-

by side wraps.  Using genetic hackle you can get at least 5 or 6 wraps. ( Fig 11)   

 

10.  Tie off the hackle with at least 3 turns of thread.  Trim the hackle waste.  (Fig12) 
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Fig 11       Fig 12   

 

11. With the left hand fingers and thumb, pull the deer butts up and back.  Bring the thread in front of the wing butts and make 

several wraps to form a thread head between the deer hair butts and the eye of the hook.  Try not to trap any hackle fibers.  

(Fig13)  If you trap hackle fibers like I did in Fig 13, keep some tension on the bobbin and use tweezers to pluck off the hackle 

fibers.  Be sure you have a clear hook eye.  Complete the thread head with a whip finish.  Using a fine needle applicator, I put 

some head cement on the hackle tie off behind deer hair stubs and also on the thread head.  Clear the eye with  a needle or 

hackle stem. 

 

Fig 13        Fig 14   

 

12.  Grasp the deer hair butts with the left hand fingers and pull at a slight forward angle while trimming the butts at an angle 

matching the wing angle.  (Fig 15) 

 

 

 
 

Page 9 



   Santiam Flycasters 

The Santiam Flycasters, Inc. is a group of men, women, and youths in the Salem area who have a common interest in fly fishing 
and have joined together to share their experiences and knowledge of the sport since 1975.  The club was incorporated as an Ore-
gon non-profit organization in March of 1977. The Santiam Flycasters, Inc. is affiliated with the Fly Fishers International. 

The mission of the Santiam Flycasters is to promote the sport of fly fishing for all interested individuals of every generation now 
and into the future. Through fellowship, education, conservation practices, promoting research, guardianship of proper regula-
tions and support, the Santiam Flycasters can succeed in this mission. 

We meet in Salem the second Thursday of each month (no meeting in July) 
at the Pringle Park Community Building 

606 Church Street at 7:00 pm. 
www.santiamflycasters.com 

 

Mail the completed signed form to: The Santiam Flycasters, P.O. Box 691, Salem, OR 97308, or drop it off in person at our next 
meeting.  *Memberships are from January 1st through December 31st.  For new members, there is a 50% reduction after July 1st. 
There is no midyear discount for Life Membership. 

Life membership -- $300     Regular -- $30     Family -- $35      

NAME: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS/CITY/STATE/ZIP: ___________________________________________________________________ 

PHONE : ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

EMAIL:              ___________________________________________________ 

FAMILY MEMBERS:              ___________________________________________ 

Are you an FFF Member?   Yes No 

Are you interested in obtaining an SFC Name Tag?   Yes No 

 

You must sign this release each year when you renew to participate in club activities. 

LIABILITY RELEASE AND HOLD HARMLESS AGREEMENT 

As a condition of membership or of participation in any activity encouraged or publicized by the Santiam Flycasters, I volun-
tarily assume all risks of my participation.  In acknowledgment that I am doing so entirely upon my own initiative, risk and responsibility 
I do hereby for myself, heirs, executors, and administrators agree to remise, fully release, hold harmless, and forever discharge the 
Santiam Flycasters, all its officers, board members and volunteers, acting officially or otherwise, from any and all claims, demands, 
actions or causes of actions, on account of my death or on account of any injury to me or my property that may occur from any cause 
whatsoever while participating in any such Santiam Flycasters activity. 

 I acknowledge that I have carefully read this hold harmless and release agreement, and fully understand that it is a release of lia-
bility.  I further acknowledge that I am waving any rights that I may have to bring legal action to assert a claim against the Santiam 
Flycasters for its negligence. 

 I have read the above statement and agree to its terms as a condition of my membership in the Santiam Flycasters. 

 

X                 _______________________________________________________ 

         Signature                                                                   Print Name                                                Date 

2020 Membership Form 

http://www.santiamflycasters.com

