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No Santiam Flycasters meeting in the month of July.  A 
number of SFC club fly fishing opportunities are offered 
throughout July and into August.  Peruse the following pages 
for inspiration on getting out there this month. 

We’ll see you when we get back! 

 
Help Wanted 
 
The club is looking for someone to take over the office of Vice President on 
our executive board. The main duties are to stand in for the President if the 
President is unavailable to chair the monthly board or club meetings and to 
line up our guest speakers for the monthly presentations at Pringle Hall or via 
the Zoom format that the club has been using during the pandemic. The 
position is a great way to meet some of the top names in the sport outside of 
just watching their presentations to the club. The June 2021 club meeting is 
the last one that I am arranging so we really need a member to step up for 
the role. Our next club program after the summer break is September 2021. 
I’ve had a lot of fun in the position and the presenters are fantastic to interact 
with, so let’s keep it rolling! 

 If you would like to learn more about the position feel free to contact me at 
gahingston@gmail.com. 

Thanks, 
George Hingston  

https://www.facebook.com/santiamflycasters/
mailto:gahingston@gmail.com
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Board Members Wanted 

The Santiam Flycasters want 
you! We are looking for a few 
good men and women. If you 
are interested in helping 
decide who our presenters 
are and where we go for our 
outings, please join us. Or, if 
you just want to find out what 
goes on during the board 
meetings or want to share 
your opinion; please join us. 
No experience needed, just 
your interest in fly fishing is 
all it takes to be a board 
member. 
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President’s Corner 

By Scott Vaslev 

 

As I mention in my North 
Santiam article we had a total of 
four folks show up for our club 
outing.  It is true it was a 
Saturday and if you are retired 
like me you might say, “Why 
battle the weekend gear fishers 
and rubber rafters?”  Still, was 
puzzled why turn out was so 
miniscule. 
 
As I have mentioned before, it is pretty tough to fly fish rivers around here 
due to the lack of river access.  Having said that, with a pontoon boat they 
all are in play.  The beauty of a pontoon boat is you launch at one site and 
take out at another.  You pull over when you feel like it or just float along 
and enjoy the scenery or maybe indicator fish if the mood strikes you. 
 
The Stayton Bridge to Shelburn is an easy float with a couple of spots you 
need to be wary of.  It is those couple of spots that would be a problem for 
someone with no boating experience.  I came close to drowning a couple 
times on the North Santiam.  Once when I ran into a log jam.  My boat 
slammed into it and was 90 degrees to the river with raging water flowing 
underneath. I was able to climb out of the boat and hold on to my boat 
while a friend eventually parked his boat and climbed up on the log jam 
and helped me pull my boat up.  I lost one oar, a flipper, and an anchor.  
Ironically four or five air mattress sailors lazily floated by while we were 
getting my boat up. 
 
The second time I was fishing a back eddy and hooked a big fish.  The 
eddy spun me around and I had my back to the river.  As I was attempting 
to land the fish the eddy spit me out and my pontoon went under a 
partially submerged log.  The current forced one of my pontoons 
underneath the log with me in between.  After 5 minutes of struggle I was 
able to free myself.  Loss, one box of flies and all of my accessory gear: 
tippet, leaders, floatant, indicators, etc. 
 
The moral of these stories is that I wouldn't put myself in these situations 
now.  On the log jam event all I needed was to was veer right 20 yards a 
beat sooner.  On event number two, I should have just skipped it 
completely.  So as you are fishing along you constantly need to assess 
where the river is going to take you and pick the best line.  If I have a fish 
on when drifting and I see trouble ahead I'll just snap it off and re-rig at the 
next available spot. 
 
Been talking to a couple of members about how we can get more people 
the necessary experience pontooning.  A few of us have multiple boats so 
maybe the club could sponsor a float on a local Oregon Fishing Club 
property or one of the local lakes or ponds.  If you are interested contact 
me and I'll try and put something together. 



 

North Santiam River Outing 
Report  
By Scott Vaslev 

On Saturday June 12, four brave souls, Tim, Robin, 
Brian, and Scott floated the North Santiam River.  
We waited around a bit hoping some other members 
would show up, but alas, it did not happen. 
 
Was a pleasant day to fish weather wise, overcast 
and warm.  The overcast skies kept the air mattress 
crowd off the river. Other than a couple of rubber 
rafts and one drift boat we had the place to 
ourselves. 
 
All caught fish with volume being paramount to size.  
Tim can keep an accurate count in his head of the 
number of fish he has caught.  Me, I lose count after 
two or three (good thing Tim's our accountant).  By 
the end of the day Tim caught 40 or so tabulated. I 
nabbed quite a few myself but left my abacus at 
home so no firm number. 
 
Most fish I caught were in the 6” - 8” range with a few 
on either side of the mean.  The largest was 11”. It 
did not make much difference what we threw at 
them.  Tim was using a weighted nymph followed by 
his trusty orange partridge with success.  Must be 
nice for Tim to only buy a partridge neck, size 14 
hooks, and orange thread for his fly tying ensemble.  
 
 For me I caught most of my fish on a dry line with a 
“holy grail” and a bead head renegade (a Bill C. 
special).  I did catch some Euro fishing and another 
rod set up with a dry dropper.  Got tired of untangling 
those two rods and stuck with the former.   
 
Hopefully we'll see a few more folks on our next trip.  
See you at East Lake. 
 

East Lake Outing Report                                                                                                      
by Ricky Love 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Twenty-Three Santiam Flycasters braved the 
projected hot weather and headed to East Lake with 
some family and friends in tow. The conditions 
weren’t favorable for good fishing with high 
temperatures each day – the evenings, however, 
were very pleasant.   

The East Lake elevation is 6500 ft so we did get hot 
each day but did not reach the same temperatures 
as the Willamette Valley. Water temperatures were 
just above 60 degrees and we were fishing after a 
full moon - folklore says “never hunt or fish following 
a full moon”.   

Despite the unfavorable 
conditions the Santiam 
Flycasters sent an 
Armada out each 
morning and evening to 
find and temporarily 
capture then release the 
fish. If this was a battle 
then the fish definitely 
won or at least stayed 
well hidden from our 
frontal assault. Fishing 
was very tough with most 
anglers catching 
numerous Kokanee in 
the range of 6-8 inches 
and the highly undesirable Chub.  

Some members mentioned they didn’t even catch a 
Chub.  
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A few members 
did have some 
success despite 
the conditions 
and netted large 
rainbows and 
browns. Kent 
Werber, Dwight 
Klemin, and Beth 
Jappay, were 
able to catch big 
fish with dry flies 
The Calibaetis 
hatch did occur 
(size 14) but the 
fish were just not 
interested much. 
Kent netted 3 big 

fish on a size 16 extended body Calibaetis dry fly. 
Dwight Klemin had success using a Purple Haze dry 
fly, and Beth Jappay netted a nice rainbow on an 
extended body Calibaetis dry pattern. The other big 
fish were caught subsurface with type II and type III 
sinking lines. The Damselfly nymph was prevalent as 
well as the Calibaetis nymph.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our fearless President, Scott Vaslev, caught 3 or 4 
big fish (3 rainbows, 1 brown) mostly on a pheasant 
tail soft hackle and a type II sinking line. Tim Johnson 
caught a big brown and big rainbow using a size 12 
Teeny nymph - a very simple pheasant tail nymph 
pattern and numerous Kokanee using a type III 
sinking line. Beth also netted a beautiful brown 
subsurface using a Hare’s Ear.  Don Meyer and Herb 
Harry both caught big rainbows using nymphs 
subsurface near the shoreline.  

Don Meyer and Larry Steele both ventured over to 
Paulina Lake and had good success catching good 
size rainbows and Kokokanee.   

On Saturday afternoon, Tim Johnson cooked up 
some great brats as the members filled our bellies. 
That evening I hosted a firepit and some Blackberry/
Peach Cobbler with Huckleberry and Marionberry ice 
cream.  

I believe the highlight of the trip was sitting around 
with members at lunch and the campfire at night and 
listening to long time members Jim Ferguson and Don 
Meyer pass on their vast knowledge of fishing and fly 
tying.  

Beth Jappay also conducted a casting clinic on 
Saturday that was very beneficial.   

It was a very enjoyable time despite limited success 
on the lake.  
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Trolling With a Fly 

By Beth Jappay 

I like trolling lakes in my pontoon.  I find it very 

relaxing.  The trick is to catch fish while doing it! 

Trolling is a good way to locate fish when it’s not 

obvious where they are located.  I will often troll until I 

have a bite, and then I will drop anchor and fish that 

area. 

With stillwater fishing success depends on figuring out 

the water column or depth that the fish are located in.  

When done correctly, trolling can keep a fly in a target 

water column.  If you have a fish finder it is easy to 

determine both the depth of the lake and the depth of 

the fish.  Absent a fish finder, if it is summer and the 

surface of the water is warm, the trout are likely 

hanging out on the bottom of the lake where the water 

is cooler and more oxygenated.  In the late fall a lake 

will “turn over” and the warmer water will be on the 

bottom of the lake, so in the winter the trout are often 

again hanging out on the bottom.  The rest of the time 

I resort to trial and error to figure out the right depth to 

fish my fly. 

I have never looked down while trolling and noticed a 

fish just hanging out and ignoring me, so I try to 

arrange for my fly to not pass over the same area I 

just paddled through, or for there to be a delay before 

my fly arrives.  Sometimes I will use the wind to have 

my floating line follow me several feet to the side of 

the path I am following.  Most often I troll with at least 

60 feet and sometimes as much as 90 feet of line out.  

Having this much line out is usually not practical with 

a full sinking line, and I accomplish this by trolling with 

a floating line and indicator or midge tip, or when 

booby fishing on a fast sinking line.  Sure it is more 

difficult to set the hook with an indicator > 50+ feet 

away, but the geometry of the situation is that the 

depth of the fly below the indicator is the determining 

factor of the amount of line that needs to be taken up 

to set the hook.  As long as there isn’t a long belly to 

the floating line (i.e., a cross-wind) having the 

indicator farther away increases the amount of surface 

tension that has to be overcome, but doesn’t increase 

the amount of slack that needs to be taken up before 

the hook can be set.   

When trolling with the indicator it is important to set 

the hook with the slightest movement of the indicator.  

If you wait to feel the take, you are more likely than 

not going to miss the hook set.  When fishing with a 

midge tip, set the hook when you detect a tightening 

of the line. 

Full sinking lines will give the best connection to the 

fly and increase the likelihood of a hookup.  I enjoy 

being able to fish by feel and enjoy the sights instead 

of staring at the line or indicator. I also find that the 

sudden tug on the line gives me a bigger jolt of 

adrenaline than the sight of the indicator moving.  

With a full sinking line the depth of the fly depends on 

the sink rate of the line, the length of the line out and 

the speed of the troll.  The longer the line and the 

slower the troll, the deeper the fly will be fished.  I 

usually start fishing shallow and every 10 minutes or 

so will lengthen my line until I start getting some bites 

or I start hanging up in weeds.  When I start getting 

bites I take close notation of how long my line is and 

how fast I am going in order to reproduce this.   

The biggest downside to full sinking lines that I have 

found is that it is often difficult to achieve a consistent 

depth when trolling and to keep from constantly  
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getting into the weeds in shallow lakes.  When fishing 

deep lakes the stillwater fisherman must often have a 

collection of full sinking lines of different densities. 

One trick that I have learned is that if I troll with my fly 

line between my index and middle fingers and then 

wiggle my index finger, I increase my sensitivity to 

what my fly is doing. 

I can detect subtle nibbles, and feel my fly picking up 

weed as well.  By holding the line to the side of my 

cork, I avoid pinching the line between my finger and 

the cork, then risking a break-off. 

Be aware that when trolling in a pontoon or float tube, 

one must keep track of what is going on behind you.  I 

will let you know when I finally figure out how to attach 

my rear-view bicycle mirror to my fishing HAT! 

Next installment: my favorite stillwater lines and how I 

use them. 

 

 

Upcoming Outings 
 
July 10 South Santiam Outing 
 
On July 10, we will float and fish for rainbow and 

cutthroat trout on the South Santiam River from 

Pleasant Valley Road (west end of Sweet Home) to 

Bates Bridge, a distance of about 6 miles.  Or, if you 

wish, you can float and fish back down to Waterloo 

Park (about 9 miles). 

We will meet at Waterloo Park at 8:00 a.m. with boats 

ready to go. To get to Waterloo Park, drive I-5 south 

and take either Highway 20 or 34 from the Albany 

area to Lebanon, drive Highway 20 about 3 miles past 

Lebanon, turn left at the Waterloo turnoff, and drive to 

the boat ramp in the park.  We will combine our boats, 

and drive to the launch site.  We will explain the 

takeout process there. 

Suggested gear is 4-6 weight rods with floating line or 

Euronymph outfits.  Nymphing close to the bottom will 

provide the best success, although swinging flies can 

be productive and there may be some dry fly action 

on caddis and mayflies. Successful flies have been 

Perdigon-type flies on the bottom with a dropper fly 

about 18” above. 

The club will not provide a meal, so remember your 

lunch and beverage.  The stream bottom is mostly 

larger cobbles, so also remember your wading staff, 

PFD, sunscreen, etc. 

Dennis Burnett is the outing sponsor, so e-mail him at 
dennisb464@gmail.com if you have a question. 
 

July 14/15 Gold Lake Outing 
 
On July 14 and 15 (Wednesday and Thursday), we 

will fish Gold Lake, near the Willamette Pass on 

Highway 58.  To get there, drive I-5 south, exit onto 

Highway 58 just past Eugene, drive about 55 miles, 

and turn left onto the Gold Lake access road about a 

mile before the summit, and drive about 2 miles to the 

lake/campground. 

We cannot reserve campsites at the campground, but 

Page 6 

mailto:dennisb464@gmail.com


should be able to get enough campsites for us.  If you 

want, you can also just do a long day trip for this 

outing. 

A floating device is needed for this lake.  Suggested 

gear is 4-6 weight rods with sinking line (floating line 

will be good to fish chironomids or balanced leeches 

or if a hatch starts).  Flies include the normal stillwater 

assortment of leeches, woolly buggers, prince 

nymphs, etc. with callibaetis, pheasant tails, hare’s 

ears, etc.  Last year, Beth caught fish on micro-

leeches and Ron did well on chironomids fished 

where his fish finder said the fish were. 

Rainbow trout must be released, but ODFW 

recommends harvesting some brook trout. 

The club will provide an entrée for a mid-day meal on 

Thursday, so bring a small side dish to share if you 

wish.  Also, remember your mosquito repellent! 

Scott Vaslev is outing sponsor, so e-mail him at 
scottyo@aol.com or call him at (503)559-6427 if you 
have a question. 
 

July 28 Three Creek Lake Outing 
 
We will do a Wednesday outing to Three Creek Lake 

on July 28.  Campsites at the lake appear to be all 

reserved, but you may be able to camp at the horse 

or meadows camp a mile or so below the lake.  Or, 

you can make this a long day trip. 

To get there, drive Highway 22 east to Sisters, turn 

right (south) in the middle of town onto South Elm 

Street which turns into USFS Road 16, and drive 

about 15 miles to the lake. 

A floating device will allow you to access the best 

fishing on this lake that has rainbows and self-

sustaining book trout.  Suggested gear is 4-6 weight 

rods with floating, intermediate, or Type 3 line.  There 

may be some dry fly action on ants or callibaetis, but 

fishing subsurface with smaller buggers or possie 

buggers with trailers of soft hackles, callibaetis, 

pheasant tails, etc. should catch fish.  Chironomids 

and maybe balanced leeches may also be productive. 

The club will not provide a meal, so remember your 

lunch, beverage, etc. 

Ken Karnosh is outing sponsor, so e-mail him at 
KenKarnosh@gmail.com if you have a question. 

August 4 North Santiam Outing 
 
On August 4, we plan to float and fish the North 

Santiam from Shelburn to Greens Bridge, river 

conditions permitting.  Mark your calendars and look 

for details in the August newsletter. 

 

Cascade School District, Explore: The 
Natural World Event 

Santiam Flycasters will be at the " Cascade School 

District, Explore: The Natural World Event", scheduled 

for August 16-19 at Turner Elementary School." and 

will be hosting fly tying and fly casting events.   

We need volunteers for August 17 to teach fly tying 

and August 18 to teach fly casting.  Also on Aug 18 

will need a person or two to demonstrate actual fly 

fishing on Mill Creek at the school.  

Hours will be 9:30 a.m. to about 3:00 p.m. Please 

contact Robert LeClerc at Ghawk423@gmail.com if 

you wish to volunteer.  We will need at least 6-8 

persons to teach fly tying and 6-8 persons to assist/

teach fly casting.  
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July Fly of the Month 
Modified Phil Rowley-Bruised Balanced Leech 

By Dell Swearingen 
 

 
 

Fishing Stories:  

We fished Krumbo Reservoir South of Burns and enjoyed a day and one half of good fishing on both balance 

leeches and casting and stripping regular leech patterns. We also enjoyed fishing the Westside of Klamath 

Lake. A friend of mine has a cabin there and invited a group of us to stay with him and fish. Several large rain-

bows were landed trolling an olive minnow pattern as pictured below and a modified Phil Rowley-Bruised bal-

anced leech.  

 

Size six hook (3x), wrapped with a 3 inch Eurico Puglisi (EP) Thunderstruck Smolt Minnow Brush with round 
olive eyes. 
 
This article will focus on tying the modified Phil Rowley-Bruised balanced leech pattern. 

Materials List: 

Hook: 90 or 60 degree jig hook size 10 
Thread: Black 6/0 
Body:  Arizona Simi Seal black/blue #21 formed into dubbing noodled and wrapped around hook and pin 
Pin: ½” Silver sequin 
Double Bead: 7/64” Tungsten gold bead and 3.2 mm hot bead 
Tail: One inch strip of fur cut from a black rabbit zonker 
or Montana Fly Company (MFC) Blue/Black/ Marabou 
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Figure 1: Thread base 

Directions: 

 

1. Insert hook in the tying vise and put down a thread 

base. 

 

 
Figure 2: Attach pin to jig hook 

 

2. Using a ½” silver sequin pin, insert pin through a 7/64” 

tungsten bead and through a 3.2 mm hot bead. (Phil’s 

pattern omits the hot bead.) This modification was 

made by Bill Burns from Medford, Oregon. Attach the 

pin to the hook shank with the back of the hot bead 

even with the hook eye.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 3: Hook should aim slightly down in front 

3. Apply a layer of super glue to the thread base for du-

rability. Do a two or three whip finish and use a small 

wire through the hook eye and check to ensure the fly 

balances. The bead should be aimed a little South of 

a perfect balance. The tail will help balance the fly.  

 

 
Figure 4: Tail cut from black rabbit zonker 

 

4. From a black rabbit Zonker, cut off about an inch of fur 

close to the leather backing and tie on for the tail of 

fly. 
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Figure 5: Optional tail material. 

 

5. MFC Barred Marabou Blood Quill in Blue/Black also 

works for tail material. 

 

 
Figure 6: Fly with attached tail. 

 

6. Measure rabbit material to length from bead to hook 

point and secure to hook shaft. 

 
Figure 7: Tie two pearl opal flash strips on each side of tail 

 

7. A couple of strands of pearl opal flash seems to im-

prove the fish catch rate of fly. 

 
Figure 8: Black/Blue Simi Seal for dubbing noodle 

  

 
Figure 9: Black/Blue Simi Seal material 

 

 
Figure 10: Form a three-inch dubbing loop and insert small 

clumps of simi seal. 

 

8. In front of the tail, make a three-inch dubbing loop and 

insert four small clumps of the Simi Seal in the loop. 

With the thumb and index finger on your left hand, 
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grasp the dubbing loop just below the bottom clump of 

Simi Seal. This will help to secure the dubbing materi-

al until the dubbing twister tightens the thread below 

your holding point. 

 

 
Figure 11: Insert dubbing twister and hold left thumb and 

forefinger against the last clump of material and twist. 

 

9. Before the loop gets too tight, brush out the dubbing 

loop to spread fibers evenly throughout. Next, twist 

the dubbing loop until tight. Brush again so material is 

evenly distributed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Figure 12: Wrap dubbing noodle. 

 

10. Brush the fly thoroughly towards the tail to release 

any trapped fibers. Then dip in hot water to delete 

fiber memory. Shape and trim to desired look.    

 
Finished Fly 
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   Santiam Flycasters 

The Santiam Flycasters, Inc. is a group of men, women, and youths in the Salem area who have a common interest in fly fishing 
and have joined together to share their experiences and knowledge of the sport since 1975.  The club was incorporated as an Ore-
gon non-profit organization in March of 1977. The Santiam Flycasters, Inc. is affiliated with the Fly Fishers International. 

The mission of the Santiam Flycasters is to promote the sport of fly fishing for all interested individuals of every generation now 
and into the future. Through fellowship, education, conservation practices, promoting research, guardianship of proper regula-
tions and support, the Santiam Flycasters can succeed in this mission. 

We meet in Salem the second Thursday of each month (no meeting in July) 
at the Pringle Park Community Building 

606 Church Street at 7:00 pm. 
www.santiamflycasters.com 

 

Mail the completed signed form to: The Santiam Flycasters, P.O. Box 691, Salem, OR 97308, or drop it off in person at our next 
meeting.  *Memberships are from January 1st through December 31st.  For new members, there is a 50% reduction after July 1st. 
There is no midyear discount for Life Membership. 

Life membership -- $300     Regular -- $30     Family -- $35      

NAME: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS/CITY/STATE/ZIP: ___________________________________________________________________ 

PHONE : ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

EMAIL:              ___________________________________________________ 

FAMILY MEMBERS:              ___________________________________________ 

Are you an FFF Member?   Yes No 

Are you interested in obtaining an SFC Name Tag?   Yes No 

 

You must sign this release each year when you renew to participate in club activities. 

LIABILITY RELEASE AND HOLD HARMLESS AGREEMENT 

As a condition of membership or of participation in any activity encouraged or publicized by the Santiam Flycasters, I volun-
tarily assume all risks of my participation.  In acknowledgment that I am doing so entirely upon my own initiative, risk and responsibility 
I do hereby for myself, heirs, executors, and administrators agree to remise, fully release, hold harmless, and forever discharge the 
Santiam Flycasters, all its officers, board members and volunteers, acting officially or otherwise, from any and all claims, demands, 
actions or causes of actions, on account of my death or on account of any injury to me or my property that may occur from any cause 
whatsoever while participating in any such Santiam Flycasters activity. 

 I acknowledge that I have carefully read this hold harmless and release agreement, and fully understand that it is a release of lia-
bility.  I further acknowledge that I am waving any rights that I may have to bring legal action to assert a claim against the Santiam 
Flycasters for its negligence. 

 I have read the above statement and agree to its terms as a condition of my membership in the Santiam Flycasters. 

 

X                 _______________________________________________________ 

         Signature                                                                   Print Name                                                Date 

2021 Membership Form 

http://www.santiamflycasters.com

