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September Fly Casting Clinic With Dwight 
Klemin and Beth Jappay  

 Thursday September 9 6:00 pm 

Our next meeting for September will be at our old 
stomping grounds at the Pringle Hall Community 
Center.  The program includes a casting clinic with 
Dwight Klemin and Beth Jappay.  Beth will lead the 
section on basic casting. Watch your email for more 
information to come. 
 
We will also feature a swap meet, beginning at 6:30, 
where you can bring some of your old fly fishing and 
camping stuff to sell with 10% of the proceeds going 
back to the club.  People bringing stuff for the swap 
meet will deal directly with the buyer. Tables will be 
set up to display your gear. 
 
We also will be hosting a pizza feed and soda and 
water.  Starting time 6:30. 
 
It will be nice to get together again.  Be sure to bring 
a mask to wear outside when physical distancing is 
not possible and definitely when indoors. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

https://www.facebook.com/santiamflycasters/
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The club is looking for 

someone to take over the 

office of Vice President on 

our executive board. The 

main duties are to stand in 

for the President as needed 

and to line up our guest 

speakers for the monthly 

meetings. 

 The position is a great way 

to meet some of the top 

names in the sport outside 

of just watching their 

presentations to the club.  

If you would like to learn 

more about the position feel 

free to contact George 

Hingston at  

gahingston@gmail.com.  
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President’s Corner 

By Scott Vaslev 

 

Heading down to the Southern 

Oregon Coast later in September 

with my brother.  Lived in Brookings 

for a few years and we thought we 

would go back and visit with friends 

and maybe do a little fishing. 

Those years in Brookings were 

magical.  Was back in the mid 

sixties before the place became a 

retirement place for Californians. We were there during the tsunami that 

wiped out half of Crescent City, CA but didn't touch our town. 

The climate there was surreal for some geographical reason.  There were 

some days where we had the warmest weather in the state.  One day, I 

believe it was in December, we had the warmest day in the contiguous 

US.  In the summer the temperature inversion would allow us to escape 

the 55 degree foggy beaches .  We would drive a couple miles up the 

Chetco River and it would be 90 degrees, great for swimming and fishing. 

We are hoping to get some coastal cutthroat fishing in on the Chetco and 

Pistol Rivers.  Also, might try our luck fishing the surf for perch.  Have yet 

to catch a perch fly fishing.  For that matter I have yet to catch one gear 

fishing.  I have You-Tubed different folks doing both so I know it can be 

done.  Will bring my 6 wt. 10 ft. fly rod and a sink tip line and hope the 

Westerlies aren't blowing too hard.   

Have been fishing the mouth of  the Salmon River lately.  Different 

experience than fly fishing.  I haven't caught one this year but other people 

in the boat have and I have been able to share the bounty. 

Last time we were out the captain decided to go out in the ocean and set 

some crab pots.  Was foggy and because it looked calm in the bay he 

decided to go for it.   

Unfortunately, once we got out of the bay the waves were huge.  We hit 

the first one head on and that bounced me out of my seat, the next wave 

behind it was much larger which the boat hit on its side.  My body was 

completely out of the boat with my knees over the side of the boat.  By 

some miracle the boat didn't flip but when we finally settled down I was 

literally swimming in four feet of water in the back of the boat.  A friend of 

mine commented that like a cat I'm granted nine lives but have used up 8 

of them, so you know maybe I should take it down a notch. NAH! 
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Rocky Point (Klamath Lake Outing Report  

This was the first Fly Casters trip to Klamath Lake in a 

few years, and despite the fires in California and 

southern Oregon the air quality was decent. There 

were only 5 club members that made the trip and all 

of us camped at the resort, which was quite 

comfortable. 

 

Larry arrived on Thursday and was there that evening 

to witness me landing a 27” rainbow, but he wasn’t 

close enough to get a picture. 

The fishing Friday morning was slow.  I caught one 

fish in the morning, and with not much wind the bite 

never got going, and no one else had any luck. 

That afternoon the wind picked up with a vengeance.  

Pat had come with a float tube, and decided not to put 

in.  Larry and Dennis and I battled the wind in our 

pontoons, and I was glad for my anchor.  Larry and 

Dennis did a lot of trolling, trying several different 

flies, and Larry had one bite only on Friday.  I stuck 

with indicator fishing (difficult in the wind) and picked 

up 3 more fish.   

That same evening Larry watched Seong-Tae (one of 

Benson’s friends) catch about 20 fish.  He was sight 

casting, fishing with a pheasant tail about 3’ under a 

very tiny indicator.  Interestingly, Seong-Tae told me 

he only started catching fish after he decided to deal 

with the wind by mending his line like he was on a 

river.  He is in the grey boat in the first photo above. 

 

That night both Larry and I experienced break-ins.  

Both of us had food taken out of our pontoons by 

racoons. 

Saturday morning I was on the water at sunrise, and 

picked up one fish and had 2 break-offs on a #16 

brown balanced leech, but there was initially no wind 

and the bite stopped by 9am.  Pat and his wife 

Leanne had planned on renting one of the resort’s 

motorboats to fish from, but the resort staff couldn’t 

get any of them to start. 

We had lunch together at 1, and I served chili and 

corn muffins, and we had 3 side salads we shared. 



Welcome New Members in August 

John Barratt, Bend 

Shawn Montoya, Silverton 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fall 2021 Club Outings  

September 11   Diamond Lake 

September 15 (Wed.) McKenzie  River 

(Bellinger-Hayden) 

September 25   Hosmer Lake 

October 9     Crooked River 

October 13 (Wed.)  Willamette                           

     (Marshall Is.-Harrisburg) 

October 23    Deschutes        

                (Warm Springs-Trout Creek) 

November 6    Detroit Lake 

The wind picked up about 2pm.  It was the perfect 

wind for fishing that lake, but was strong enough that 

Pat decided not to put in his float tube, choosing to 

instead fish off of the resort’s dock, but not managing 

to get a bite.  Larry, Dennis and I then fished until 

dark.  Dennis didn’t get a bite, but Larry had a 

powerful hit trolling near shore and was immediately 

broken off.  I picked up another 8 fish, again mostly 

indicator fishing with a pheasant tail and an olive 

chironomid pupa.  My biggest was about 24”. 

 

I fished until there was little light left, and then rowed 

back to the resort.  As I was nearing the dock the 

local sheriff launched his boat and busted the 2 boats 

fishing off the resort's dock for not having lights on 

while fishing.  I had seen him launch and put on my 

head lamp immediately and ended up with only a 

passing warning.  The next day I learned that Seong-

Tae's was one of the boats busted.  He reported 

excellent success for a brief time with a black leech 

on an intermediate line in that spot, but only when 

there was almost no light left. 

Sunday morning I was on the water prior to sunrise, 

but gave up after 4 hours without a single bite.  As I 

was packing up camp Larry and Dennis were leaving 

to canoe the Klamath River trail. 

So the trip was a bit of a disappointment. Overall 

though, I would describe fishing at Klamath Lake as 

“stillwater fishing for steelhead”:  the hook-ups are 

fewer but very exciting, and it seemed like success 

was linked to familiarity with the fishery. 
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North Santiam River Outing Report  

By Bill Cruscial 

The sun rose behind the clouds on a grey day in August, the 6th to be exact, a Friday.  7 people arrived at 

the arranged meeting place at 7 in the morning armed with their implements for the days’ task at hand.  Each 

arranged their tools, fly rods, with various imitations of insects they thought were prevalent in the river they 

were to float and fish that day.  Expectations were high, not to catch and slaughter trout for their supper table 

but to catch and release native and wild fish for the shear pleasure of it.  Each also had a pontoon with which 

to tame the river.  Greetings were exchanged and arrangements discussed on how to shuttle vehicles.  Leav-

ing 3 cars at the Green’s Bridge parking lot the other vehicles were loaded with gear and pontoons for the trip 

to the put in location at Shelburn.  

Once at Shelburn there was a flurry of activity to assemble boats, fly rods and outfit themselves with waders 

and other necessary accoutrements necessary for a day of fly fishing and catching wild fish.  Scott, leader of 

the pack, Larry, Kevin, Bryan, Bill, Ken and Bill C, all members of the  Santiam Flycasters soon launched on 

that grey, cool, overcast day on the North Santiam river for a day of adventure.  As they fanned out along the 

river, each chose the kind of water they thought held fish and proceeded to unfurl leaders and fly lines casting 

into the clear, cold water flowing around them.  

7 and 1/2 hours later the final two fly fishers arrived at their destination, the Green’s Bridge take out having 

had a good day of fishing.  Everyone caught a number of cutthroat, rainbow, white fish and pike minnow.  

Most of the fish were small but very feisty.  A good number were in the 14” to 16” range which gave each fly 

fisher a good tussle before landing and releasing.  A variety of flies and techniques were used from indicator 

fishing to euro nymphing to swinging your fly.  Weighted pheasant tail nymphs, tied down caddis, caddis 

emergers, golden stone flies, and prince nymphs were some of the flies that produced fish.  The group com-

pared notes, shuttled to get the remaining vehicles left at Shelburn, loaded up their gear and bid a fond fare-

well to each other until the next outing. 
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Willamette River Outing Report  

By Ken Karnosh 

Ten of us floated the Keizer Rapids to Wheatland Ferry section of the Willamette River on August 28.  It was 

a beautiful, clear, late summer day with high temperature in the mid-80s.  For the last part of the float, 

though, the wind tried to push us back upstream sometimes. 

Fishing success, as usual, was varied, with the high catch number in double digits.  Several nice smallmouth 

were landed, up to about 18”, with a few chunky pikeminnow added to the mix.  Scott and Dennis also landed 

a couple of smolts! 

The color of fly didn’t seem to matter, but the trick was to find the correct holding water to present the fly near 

the bottom. 

Beth Jappay reported about 20 fish caught on Thin Mint Wooley buggers.  She caught more pike minnow 

than bass.  Largest pike minnow was 19", largest bass about 16".  

Great day on the water!  This fishery probably will be good through this month until the water cools. 
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September 11 Diamond Lake Outing  

On September 11, we will fish Diamond Lake.  We will camp at the south end of Diamond Lake Campground, 
preferably near site G-23 or M-17.  Campsites after Labor Day are first come first served. 

To get there, drive I-5 south past Eugene, exit onto Highway 58 and drive over the Willamette Pass, turn 
south onto Highway 97 for about 18 miles, turn right (west) onto Highway 138 for about 22 miles, and turn left 
into Diamond Lake Campground. 

Either a boat or pontoon boat is best to fish Diamond, but a float tube will also work for fishing from camp or 
the south boat ramp.  Suggested equipment is 5-6 weight rods with floating and intermediate or Type 3 lines.  
Flies include Rickards Stillwater Nymph or Diamond Lake Special plus woolly buggers/leeches, Carey 
Specials, callibaetis, and chironomids and balanced leeches.  There also may be some surface action. 

The club will not provide a meal, so bring your own food and maybe some firewood. 

Ken Karnosh is outing sponsor.  E-mail him at kenkarnosh@gmail.com if you have a question. 

 

September 15 McKenzie River Outing  

We will float and fish the McKenzie River from Bellinger Park to Hayden Bridge on September 15, a distance 
of about 4 miles.  A pontoon or drift boat is needed for this trip. 

We will meet at Hayden Bridge at 8:00 a.m.  To get there, drive I-5 south to Eugene, exit on Exit 194A onto 
Highway 126E, take the 42nd Street/Marcola exit, turn left onto 42nd Street, turn right onto Marcola Road for 
about ½ mile, and turn left before the bridge onto Hayden Bridge Road to the boat ramp parking lot.  You will 
need to buy a $4 parking pass through the Lane County Parks website.  We will combine boats and shuttle up 
to Bellinger. 

Suggested gear is 4-6 weight rods with floating line or you can use a Euro-nymphing setup.  For nymphing, 
use a very heavy fly, like a Perdigon, trailed with a nymph, midge pupa, or soft hackle, fished close to the 
bottom.  For swinging, use a beadhead, like a possie bugger, trailed by a soft hackle or other wet fly. 

Remember your lunch, since the club will not provide a meal. 

Dennis Burnett is the outing sponsor, so e-mail him at dennisb464@gmail.com if you have a question. 
 

September 25 Hosmer Lake Outing  

We will fish Hosmer Lake on September 25 to enjoy beautiful scenery and hopefully good fishing. 

To get to Hosmer, you can drive Highway 22 to Bend and then to Hosmer on the Cascade Lakes Highway.  It 
probably is faster to drive I-5 south past Eugene, exit onto Highway 58 and drive over the Willamette Pass, 
turn left onto the Crescent Cutoff (USFS Road 61) for about 3 miles, turn left onto USFS Road 46, and drive 
about 35 miles to the Hosmer Lake Road on the east side of Road 46. 

You will need a floating device to fish Hosmer.  Suggested gear is 4-6 weight rods with floating and/or 
intermediate line.  Flies include damsels, woolly buggers (including white), callibaetis, and soft hackles.  Bring 
some chironomids or balanced leeches to fish if you tire of casting or kicking.  There also may be some 
surface action on travelling sedges or caddis in the evening. 

A lot of the fishing is in the main lake, but you can also fish the channel and upper lake.  If the weather is 
cooperative, canoers and paddleboarders will also be using the channel and upper lake but shouldn’t prevent 
you from fishing. 

The club will provide an entrée for the Saturday mid-day meal, so bring a small side dish to share if you wish. 

Ricky Love is the outing sponsor, so e-mail him at rickylove20@aol.com if you have a question.  He will also 
have an evening campfire at his campsite. 
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Indicators 

By Beth Jappay 

Indicator fishing is not my favorite style of fishing, but it can 

be extremely effective and I have been doing so much of it 

on Klamath Lake the past 6 weeks that I decided to make it 

the subject of my most recent article.  Casting an indicator, 

especially with multiple flies can be tricky.  I have written a 

prior article about this, and if you want to read it again here 

is the link. 

My first experience with fishing with an indicator was about 

30 years ago with a guide who took me on the McCloud and 

upper Sacramento rivers. He used the same type of tiny rub-

ber band I had used with my braces decades ago, and a 

piece of wool coated in floatant. 

 

 

 

This style of indicator was made famous by Pat Dorsey 

many years ago, and many guides still prefer this system 

today, (though most use polypropylene yarn).  The dental 

rubber bands can be bought off of Amazon for under $6 for a 

pack of 100.  To set up this indicator the leader is folded in 

half and the dental rubber bands wrapped 3-4 times around 

it, forming a loop.  The yarn or wool is slipped into this loop, 

which is then pulled tight, and floatant is applied.  It is easy 

to side up and down the leader. 

 

The more recent New Zealand indicator system is similar, 

but uses a short piece of tubing instead of the rubber bands.  

It comes with a dedicated applicator that will grab on to the 

leader to slip the tubing over the loop.   

 
 

New Zealand wool is high in natural oils, but I always add 

floatant.  The wool or yarn will sink if pulled under, but with a 

few false casts it will dry enough to float again. The starter 

pack comes with 2 colors and extra tubing, but I ended up 

buying a 4 pack of wool because I preferred the orange color 

the most.  I find the system easy to use but was sometimes 

frustrated trying to get larger amounts of  wool to seat in the 

tube.  The New Zealand indicator is now my favorite lake 

indicator. 

The  biggest advantage of the Dorsey and New Zealand in-

dicator systems is that they can be cast greater distances 

and will land lightly.  I found I was less likely to tangle my 

flies up as well, since I casted fewer tailing loops. I have also 

discovered that if my fly is being suspended more than 9’ 

below the indicator, I can with care reel the wool through my 

guides to land the fish. The biggest disadvantage of both is 

that they can’t suspend heavier flies, and the wool or yarn 

tends to sink in rough water.  Both indicators can be used 

with the Euro nymphing rod systems. 

Loon also makes a yarn strike indicator that has a loop.  
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I don’t have much experience with it, but have heard it isn’t 

as sensitive to strike detection as the Dorsey and New Zea-

land systems. 

The indicator I prefer to use on rivers is the Thingamabob-

ber.  It’s easy to apply and comes in multiple sizes and col-

ors 

 

 
 

It is the best system I have found to use with tapered lead-

ers, which other indicators seem to slide down on. Like all 

of the heavier indicators it can be more difficult to cast and I 

recommend using the smallest indicator that can both be 

seen and float the flies. What I don’t like about the Thinga-

mabob specifically is that it is a little difficult to slide up and 

down the leader, and that after a few times of doing so the 

leader ends up with difficult-to-straighten curls.  It also 

tends to slip on smaller tippet, though Orvis has come up 

with a new Jam-Stop Thingamabobber that is supposed to 

overcome this problem. 

 

 
 

Another indicator that is good with smaller diameter tippets 

is the Air-Lock strike indicator. 

 

 
 

To set up this indicator, the nut must be removed and the 

leader put through the slot.  The packages come with an 

extra nut and washer, as they are easy to lose. 
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I have found the Air-Lock system easier to cast than the 

Thingamabobber and I really like that the new Air-Lock is 

biodegradable. 

The other advantage of the Air-Lock over the Thingama-

bobber is that it doesn’t kink the leader. The biggest disad-

vantage over it is that it slips on tapered leaders.   

For those of you who attended the Zoom talk by Ernie Gul-

ley, this is the system he uses for midge fishing.  He often 

fishes with his midge pupa at a depth of greater than 9’, 

and has learned to tighten the nut just enough that it will 

slide when reeled up to the tip of the rod, allowing him to 

land a fish hooked at depths greater than 9’. 

 

The last indicator system I have experience with that I 

wanted to mention is the slip strike indicator.  This is anoth-

er idea to try to solve the problem of landing a fish that is 

caught with a fly that is suspended more than 9’ under the 

indicator.  The leader is threaded through a tapered peg, 

and then through the foam indicator before the fly or flies 

are tied on.  The fly depth is adjusted by pulling a loop of 

leader out of the top of the foam indicator, then pushing the 

peg in.   

 

 

 
 

The idea is that when a fish is hooked, the loop will be 

pulled out and the indicator will be free to slide down, allow-

ing the fish to be landed. I tried the system a few years ago 

at Crane Prairie after it was recommended at a Bend fly 

shop.  What I didn’t like about this system when I used it is 

that sometimes the loop came out while I was casting, and 

I ended up wasting 10 minutes or more of my time fishing 

with a fly that was only a few feet under the indicator. 

 

There are many other indicators on the market, but hope-

fully this article will give you a basic understanding of the 

pros and cons of several of the most common options. 
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This is a fly pattern that you have seen here before.  I wanted to show it again because it has become a very produc-
tive fly for me on many rivers.  This fly has worked wonders for me on the Deschutes, Crooked, Metolius, South San-
tiam and Yakima to name a few.  I tend to use sizes 12-16.  The size 16 will produce more numbers but the 12 will 
produce bigger fish. 
 
Recipe:   

Hook:            Hanak 450BL Jig Hook size 10-16 
Bead:            Silver Slotted Bead sized to hook 
Thread:         Veevus Iris FL. Orange 
Hot Spot:      Glo-Brite Orange 
Weight:         Lead wire sized to hook 
Tail:                Coq de Leon Medium Pardo 
Wing Case:   Black nail polish 
Coating:        UV Resin 
 
This fly was tied on a Hanak 450 BL size 12 with a 4.0 Silver Disco Slotted Bead 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Place the bead on the hook and secure it in the vise.  Then wrap 5 wraps of lead wire and push it up into the bead.  
Start the Iris thread behind the lead and build a small dam locking the lead in place.  Make a few wraps up to the 
bead and then back towards the rear of the hook.  The Iris thread is really thick so be careful to not make the fly too 
bulky.  Measure the tail to about a hook shank in length.  Tie in the tail and advance the thread to just behind the 
bead building a slight taper, once again be careful about the bulk. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

With the Iris thread at the bead start the Glow-Brite behind the bead and then tie off the Iris thread.  This method will 
create less bulk then, whip finish.  Build a hot spot with the Glo-Brite behind the bead and then whip finish.  Now ap-
ply a coat of UV Resin and set it with a UV light.  Now take the nail polish and paint a small wing case on the top of 
the fly.  As a final step I like to coat the nail polish with a thin coat of UV resin.  This will make the fly more durable.  

 

September Fly of the Month 

UV Orange Perdigon 

By Kent Toomb 
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   Santiam Flycasters 

The Santiam Flycasters, Inc. is a group of men, women, and youths in the Salem area who have a common interest in fly fishing 
and have joined together to share their experiences and knowledge of the sport since 1975.  The club was incorporated as an Ore-
gon non-profit organization in March of 1977. The Santiam Flycasters, Inc. is affiliated with the Fly Fishers International. 

The mission of the Santiam Flycasters is to promote the sport of fly fishing for all interested individuals of every generation now 
and into the future. Through fellowship, education, conservation practices, promoting research, guardianship of proper regula-
tions and support, the Santiam Flycasters can succeed in this mission. 

We meet in Salem the second Thursday of each month (no meeting in July) 
at the Pringle Park Community Building 

606 Church Street at 7:00 pm. 
www.santiamflycasters.com 

 

Mail the completed signed form to: The Santiam Flycasters, P.O. Box 691, Salem, OR 97308, or drop it off in person at our next 
meeting.  *Memberships are from January 1st through December 31st.  For new members, there is a 50% reduction after July 1st. 
There is no midyear discount for Life Membership. 

Life membership -- $300     Regular -- $30     Family -- $35      

NAME: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS/CITY/STATE/ZIP: ___________________________________________________________________ 

PHONE : ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

EMAIL:              ___________________________________________________ 

FAMILY MEMBERS:              ___________________________________________ 

Are you an FFF Member?   Yes No 

Are you interested in obtaining an SFC Name Tag?   Yes No 

 

You must sign this release each year when you renew to participate in club activities. 

LIABILITY RELEASE AND HOLD HARMLESS AGREEMENT 

As a condition of membership or of participation in any activity encouraged or publicized by the Santiam Flycasters, I volun-
tarily assume all risks of my participation.  In acknowledgment that I am doing so entirely upon my own initiative, risk and responsibility 
I do hereby for myself, heirs, executors, and administrators agree to remise, fully release, hold harmless, and forever discharge the 
Santiam Flycasters, all its officers, board members and volunteers, acting officially or otherwise, from any and all claims, demands, 
actions or causes of actions, on account of my death or on account of any injury to me or my property that may occur from any cause 
whatsoever while participating in any such Santiam Flycasters activity. 

 I acknowledge that I have carefully read this hold harmless and release agreement, and fully understand that it is a release of lia-
bility.  I further acknowledge that I am waving any rights that I may have to bring legal action to assert a claim against the Santiam 
Flycasters for its negligence. 

 I have read the above statement and agree to its terms as a condition of my membership in the Santiam Flycasters. 

 

X                 _______________________________________________________ 

         Signature                                                                   Print Name                                                Date 

2021 Membership Form 

http://www.santiamflycasters.com

