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We will see you when 
we get back! 

 

 

July 6 Gold Lake Outing 

We will fish Gold Lake on 
the Willamette Pass on 
Wednesday, July 6.  Some 
people plan to camp 
there.  Campsites are not 
reservable, but we should 
be able to find enough 
sites.  You can also do a 
long day trip. 

To get there, drive I-5 south past Eugene, exit onto Highway 58, drive about 55 
miles, and turn left onto the Gold Lake access road about a mile before the 
summit, and drive about 2 miles to the campground. 

A floating device is needed for this lake.  Suggested gear is 4-6 weight rods with 
sinking line, although floating line is needed to fish chironomids or balanced 
leeches or if a hatch starts. Flies include the normal stillwater assortment of 
leeches, woolly buggers, prince nymphs, etc. with callibaetis, pheasant tails, 
hare’s ears, etc. as trailing flies.  Micro-leeches and chironomids have worked in 
the past when fished at the depth of the fish indicated with a fish finder. 

Rainbow trout must be released, but ODFW recommends harvesting some brook 
trout. 

The club will not provide a meal, so remember to bring enough food and 
beverage.  Remember your mosquito repellent! 

Scott Vaslev is outing sponsor, so e-mail him at scottyo@aol.com or call him at 
(503)559-6427 if you have a question.  

 

https://www.facebook.com/santiamflycasters/
mailto:scottyo@aol.com
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President’s Corner By Scott Vaslev 

The crummy weather has 
seriously put the kibosh on my 
fishing.  All of our local rivers are 
running super high.  Even our trip 
to Crane was affected.  The lakes 
edge was up and over the tree 
line making launching from shore 
difficult.  Some of the locals I 
quizzed at our campsite said that 
they have not seen it this high in 
years, 

As far as I know, everybody who 
fished Crane was skunked except Ken who caught a couple. I fished it for four 
hours on the evening I got there, nada!  I did have a huge hit when my fly 
snagged a submerged log (according to Tim this counts as a fish landed). 

The following day Beth, Kevin, and Dennis and I fished South Twin.  We all 
caught some fish, not red hot, but decent.  The weather was spotty and we got 
caught in a downpour of Biblical proportions.  One lightning strike was so close 
that the accompanying thunder about blew my eardrums out.  I never knew I 
could row to shore so fast.  I think I could have towed a water skier. 

Our numbers for the auction was down from the previous at 25 but everyone 
came ready to bid.  Tim has the final numbers but I think we garnered over 
$3000.  Want to thank our members who attended, our volunteers, and donors.  
Special shout out to Tim Hammer who donated the pizzas and soda.  Also, a high 
five out to Mitch from Two Rivers Fly Shop in Albany.  I buy most my stuff from 
him and if you haven't been there, do yourself a favor and look him up. 

I was looking forward to fishing the Umpqua for shad.  I tied up a half dozen 
“Silver Bitchens” to drown but will have to wait until next year.  Once again mother 
nature had the final say, the river was unfishable.  I was going down a day early 
to fish with Shandy who knows the river well. Alas, next year. 

 

Club Auction Wrap-Up 

After a hiatus of a couple of years due to COVID-19, we held our annual 
fundraiser auction on June 9.  Although we had a smaller turnout than hoped for, 
we had great items, bidders responded enthusiastically, and our club generated 
good income from the event. 

Several notes of appreciation and thanks are warranted, in no particular order: 

-To all who donated items, without whom the event would not take place.  

-To all who so generously bid on the items to help support our club’s activities and 
operation.  

-To Mitch from Two Rivers Fly Shop, who made a large donation of merchandise, 
and to Domino’s Pizza, who provided our pizza and soft drinks.  Please patronize 
them when possible. 

-To Dennis Burnett for arranging the items for the oral auction and bucket raffle. 

-To Scott Vaslev for arranging the many silent auction items. 

-To Kevin Finkenbiner for being a fantastic auctioneer. 

-To Ricky Love for being the overall organizer. 

Also, thanks to everyone else that helped with the event in any manner.  You are 
what makes our club operate.  We appreciate you. 

https://www.royaltreatmentflyfishing.com/blogs/everything-fly-fishing/nicks-silver-bitchen-shad-fly/


Crane Prairie Outing Report by Ken Karnosh  

Prior to our outing to Crane Prairie Reservoir on June 1, Jeff 
Perrin’s fishing report had said that fishing was very 
slow.  Well, we confirmed that report and even the locals 
were not catching many fish! 

Ken hooked 5 trout and landed 2 over the two days, which 
was more than the rest of our group of about a dozen 
combined.  Dennis Dahlen, however, did manage to hook 2 
nice fish on Wednesday, both of which jumped to show their 
size and spit his hook. 

Fortunately, South Twin Lake is located fairly close by and 
had been planted.  Most people fished it and landed a fair 
number, with some up to about 17”.  It is surely nice to have 
that as a backup plan. 

Worse news was that Robin’s boat re-sprung a previous 
leak.  Sounds like it’s fixed, though, and ready for East Lake! 

 

Umpqua Outing Report 

We were primed and ready to catch a bunch of shad and hopefully some smallmouth on the Umpqua on June 15, but 
Mother Nature dumped a bunch of much needed rain and raised the river to an unfishable level, so we cancelled. 

This sounds like a really fun fishery, so hopefully we can do it next June when the shad are running.  I’m sure that 
Shandy won’t let us forget! 

 

East Lake Outing Report by Ricky Love  

Twenty-Five members and family ventured to beautiful East 
Lake and enjoyed the best weather we’ve experienced during 
East Lake Outings in several years. It was mid-seventies each 
day but did get a little chilly at night.  The wind picked up on the 
lake during the afternoons and Friday and Saturday evenings.  

Some members arrived several days prior to the outing and had 
great conditions in the evening with very little wind. The water 
level was lower than normal and some say it was drought 
conditions, however I spoke with a Sheriff patrolling the 
waterway and he had heard it may be due to a larger crack at 
the bottom of the lake. Paulina Lake was full, so drought 
conditions doesn’t make sense. Be advised due to the low level, 
the docks are not installed so scout the boat ramp before putting 
in as there is about a foot drop at the end of the concrete ramp.  

The fishing was much better than the past two years with 
periods of good fishing but overall, relatively slow. The big 
Callibaetis Hatch did not occur although we did see a few on the 
water occasionally.  There was a significant Midge hatch each 
morning and evening and chironomids and adult midge patterns 
yielded several fish for members. Black and brown chironomids 
in sizes 12-18 were most effective with some other colors 
netting fish.  Other successful patterns were Partridge and 
Orange soft hackle, Rickard’s Callibaetis Nymph, Galloup’s 
Callibaetis Nymph, Scuds (size 16), and Olive/Bruised/and 
Brown Leech patterns – both normal and balanced.  

Herb Harry enjoyed a great weekend and netted a 22-inch 
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South Twin Rainbow 
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rainbow (largest fish netted) on a red scud with wire rib and white 
bead, an 18-inch brown on a Partridge and Orange, and a 16-inch 
Kokanee.   

Our President, Scot Vaslev, had a great day on Friday and netted 
20+ fish using 3 scuds (size 16 – olive w/ a hint of orange) on a 
midge tip line in 5-7 feet of water. He used the same technique on 
Saturday and only netted 3 fish.  

Beth Jappay caught several fish mostly on chironomids using a 
midge tip. She also spearheaded the club’s beach assault on the 
rainbows in the mornings and evenings. Beth, Kevin Finkenbiner, 
Tim Johnson and his brother Jim, and I all netted big rainbows 
fishing dry flies from the edge of the water to the shallows. 
Midges, Callibaetis Comparaduns (size 14, 16), and an unknown 
emerger pattern (similar to a WD40 but split tail) that was size 18 
with a green dubbed body and white micro-fibers split tail netted 
several fish.  

Tim and his brother Jim caught 3 big rainbows each on Sunday 
morning with the majority caught with the unknown emerger. Tim 
hooked a big one on Sunday that we estimated in the 24-inch 
range prior to it breaking off. Brian Hoag also netted a big 20-inch 
rainbow near the shore with a Callibaetis nymph.  

Kevin Finkenbiner won the “Iron Flyfisher” Award as he was 
always the first on the water and the last off. His efforts paid off as 
he netted numerous fish during his 4-day visit.  There was plenty 
of small Kokanee that members netted.  

Some more positive news was that no member caught any of the 
“infamous” Tui Chub the entire trip.  

Members enjoyed a great meal and conversation Saturday 
afternoon and we shared successes with the group. It was a great 
outing with sufficient fishing success and a beautiful environment.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

More from 
East Lake 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

More Opportunities in July  

 

July 20 Three Creek Lake Outing  

We will do a Wednesday outing to Three Creek Lake on July 20. 
You may be able to camp there (reservations recommended), or 
camp at the horse meadows camp a mile or so below the lake, 
or just do a long day trip. 

To get there, drive Highway 22 east to Sisters, turn right (south) 
in the middle of town onto South Elm Street which turns into 
USFS Road 16, and drive about 15 miles to the lake at about 
6,500’ elevation. 

A floating device will allow you access to the best fishing on this 
lake that has rainbows and self-sustaining brook trout. 
Suggested gear is 4-6 weight rods with floating, intermediate, or 
type 3 line. 

There may be some dry fly action on ants or callibaetis, but 
fishing subsurface with smaller buggers or leeches with a trailer 
of soft hackle, callibaetis, pheasant tail, etc. should catch fish. 
Chironomids and balanced leeches also can catch fish. 

The club will not provide a meal, so remember your lunch, drink, mosquito repellent, etc. Ken Karnosh is outing sponsor, 
so e-mail him at kenkarnosh@gmail.com if you have a question. 
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2022 SFC Outing Schedule 

July 2   North Santiam River 

July 6 (Wed) Gold Lake 

July 20 (Wed) Three Creek Lake 

July 30   South Santiam River  
    (Pleasant Valley-Bates Br.) 

August 13  Willamette River  
    (Keizer Rapids-Wheatland   

    for (smallmouth bass) 

August 20  Diamond Lake CANCELLED 

August 31 (Wed) North Santiam River  
    (Shelburn-Greens Bridge) 

September 10 Hosmer Lake 

September 21 (Wed) Walton Lake 

October 8  Crooked River 

October 12 (Wed) McKenzie River 

October 22  Deschutes River  
   (Warm Springs-Trout Creek) 
 
November 2 (Wed) Mid. Fk. Willamette   
   River (Below Dexter) 
 
November 12 Detroit Lake 

July 30 South Santiam River Outing—
Pleasant Valley to Bates Bridge  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On July 30, we will float and fish for rainbow and cutthroat trout on the 
South Santiam River from Pleasant Valley Road (west end of Sweet 
Home) to Bates Bridge, a distance of about 6 miles.  We can take out 
pontoon boats and light rafts there (must be able to lift your craft over a 
3’ lip at water’s edge) but, if you plan to take a drift boat or heavy raft, 
you should plan to float another 3 miles or so down to Waterloo Park. 

We will meet at Waterloo Park at 8:00 a.m. with boats ready to go.  To 
get there, drive I-5 south and take either Highway 20 or 34 from the 
Albany area to Lebanon, drive Highway 20 about 3 miles past Lebanon, 
turn left onto the Waterloo turnoff, and drive to the boat ramp in the 
park.  We will combine our boats there and drive to the launch site.  We 
will explain the takeout process there as well. 

Suggested gear is 4-6 weight rods with floating line or Euronymph 
outfits.  Nymphing close to the bottom will provide the best success, 
although swinging flies can be productive and there may be some dry 
fly action on caddis and mayflies.  Successful patterns have been 
Perdigon-types with a dropper about 18” above or possie-bugger type 
with trailer fly. 

The club will not provide a meal, so remember your lunch, beverage, 
PFD, wading staff, sunscreen, etc. 

Ken Karnosh is outing sponsor, so e-mail him at 
kenkarnosh@gmail.com if you have a question. 
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Line to Line Knots 

By Beth Jappay 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A couple of years ago I decided that when I was tying my triple surgeon's knot to make a dropper I would waste less 
tippet and have a longer dropper if I rolled that loop further up prior to cinching it down.  I am embarrassed now at how 
many fish I lost to break-offs at that knot before I clued in while listening to Tom Rosenbauer’s podcast.  I heard him 
discuss how important it is with this knot to cinch down all 4 lines simultaneously so the lines do not cross, weakening 
the knot.  Last fall I witnessed another club member lose a fish, making the same mistake for the same reasons I had 2 
years ago.  That event is what started me researching knot strength for this series of articles.  My first article discussed 
knot strength in general and my sources of information, and the second article discussed my experiences trying different 
terminal knots.  Today I am going to concentrate on line to line knots, using the same sources of information.  Did you 
know that a double or triple surgeon’s knot, tied with fluorcarbon, has a line strength of under 50%, and that is only if it is 
tied correctly?  I have certainly lost more fish over the years to failure of my surgeon’s knot than my improved clinch, and 
I want to share with all of you the alternative I have recently found and am now using. 

 

The Toitfishing.com website has a separate section that reviews line to line knots, in particular the blood knot, surgeon's 
knot, and Albright Knot.  Unfortunately, since his emphasis is saltwater fishing he did not test for fluoro to fluoro knots.  
Here are his results for 10lb mono to mono connections 

Toit–10 lb mono 

Blood Knot     56% 

Double Surgeon’s   43% 

 

I also have averaged 2x, 4x, and 6x results from the Yellowstone Angler tippet shootout article which tested the J Knot, 

Triple Surgeon’s, Blood Knot, and Double Uni, in addition to others less pertinent to trout fishing. 
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wf8PqZjauBB_-OJVDGov7sDYcP05TZ3FTlFE37x_gFE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wf8PqZjauBB_-OJVDGov7sDYcP05TZ3FTlFE37x_gFE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YsOqkYCairrfy2Jd72uSB73u1zPV4D2aPnfBY3CR-WY/edit?usp=sharing
https://toitfishing.com/
https://toitfishing.com/blood-knot/
https://toitfishing.com/knots/surgeons-knot/
https://toitfishing.com/knots/surgeons-knot/
https://toitfishing.com/albright-knot/
https://www.yellowstoneangler.com/gear-review/tippet-shootout


      Fluoro   Mono 

J-knot     68%   73% 

Triple surgeon’s  53%   74% 

Blood Knot   57%   64% 

Double Uni   49%   65% 

Here again is the raw data: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As you can see, line to line strength test results are weaker than nearly all terminal knots.  That has certainly been my 

experience and over the years I have lost more fish on my surgeon’s knot than all others.  So let’s discuss the most 

commonly used choices for line to line connections: 

Surgeon’s Knot 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The advantage of the Surgeon’s Knot is that it is easy and quick to tie and it can be used to create a dropper.  It is also 

able to connect line or tippet of different sizes.  The disadvantage of this knot is that it is a weak knot, that if tied 

incorrectly becomes even weaker.  It is also larger in diameter than a blood knot, and is therefore more likely to pick up 

weeds. 
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I was startled that the Toit website measured the strength of the double surgeon’s knot (attaching 10 lb mono to 10 lb 

mono) at only 43%.  His testing didn’t find any value of a triple surgeon’s over a double surgeon’s at that line strength.  

The Yellowstone Anglers website confirmed the weakness of the (triple) surgeon’s at this line strength, finding multiple 

fluoro lines tested in the high 40’s and mono in the low 50’s.  Interestingly, multiple brands had good strength of this knot 

in mono at the 6x tippet strength, and that result brought up the average overall strength I calculated. 

When tying this knot it is important that the size of both loops is the same, and that you pull equally on all 4 lines when 

cinching up the knot.  When to use the double surgeon’s vs triple surgeon’s, vs quadruple surgeon’s is controversial, and 

I could not find a report comparing strengths of these three variations. 

Blood Knot 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The blood knot is stronger than the surgeon’s knot, but is a little more difficult and time-consuming to tie.  It is narrower in 

diameter and less likely to pick up weeds, but is also a very poor choice when connecting lines of different diameter.  It 

also should not be used to create a dropper. 

Due to the results of my research, when I was fishing at Pyramid Lake this spring for the huge Lahontan cutthroat I 

decided to try the J-knot.  I found it difficult and time-consuming to tie.  Then I stumbled across a line-to-line knot that 

won a knot contest at Orvis several years ago, therefore now named the Orvis Tippet Knot (which is different from the 

Orvis terminal knot).    

When I tie this knot I start it as a perfection loop, but instead  of 

passing the line  between the front and back loops, I tie a 

double surgeon's instead.  It ends up as a figure 8 knot.  It can 

also be used to create a dropper.  Here is my favorite  You 

Tube Video explaining how to tie it as well as how to create a 

dropper. 

I have been using this knot almost exclusively for my tippet 

connections for 2 months now, and have only had the knot fail 

once.  It didn’t take long for me to be able to tie this nearly as 

fast as a surgeon’s knot. I found it important when tying this 

knot that not only should all four lines be cinched down 

simultaneously (like the surgeon’s knot), but also discovered 

that the knot needs to fall open into a figure 8 configuration 

before it is cinched down, or it is much weakened.  

Unfortunately at the time of this writing I cannot report its 

measured strength.  I have requested this information from 

Orvis, but haven’t received a response yet. 

Hopefully you have found this series of articles helpful.  If you would like a demonstration of a knot, ask me at a meeting or on a 

fishing trip for a demo. 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G7_phofDHKw


July 2022 Fly of the Month 

Rich’s Ghost 

By Beth Jappay 

 

 

. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
I recently snagged a fly tied by Rich Henry, a well-known native guide in the Klamath area who is known for his sparse 

patterns.  I reverse engineered the tie, which I found to be both tricky and interesting.  I don’t know what he calls this pat-

tern, so this is my name for it.  I suspect the pattern is a great shad fry imitation, and I look forward to trying it on small-

mouth bass on the Willamette this summer.  I would fish this pattern with a short leader on a sinking line. 

Materials List 

Hook:   Ahrex NS 105 streamer or equivalent size #4 or #6 

Thread:  Ultra Thread 70 denier, white 

Body:   Original Saltwater Flashabou, Pearl 

Rib:    Original Saltwater Flashabou, Pearl 

Hackle:  Hoffman hen cape, white 

Tail:    Micro Flashabou, Pearl 
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Directions: 
 
 
Prepare the hen’s feather by holding it by the tip so that it is curving away from you and stripping away the lower 
barbs.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Insert hook into vise.  Start thread behind the eye of the hook and advance to the bend of the hook.  Tie three strands 
of Micro Flashabou on either side of the hook and trim to a length equal to the length of the hook. 
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Tie in the saltwater Flashabou on the far side of the hook.  Tie the feather in by the tip about 2 mm forward of the 

Flashabou on the near side.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tie another piece of Flashabou just in front of that on the far side of the hook.  Advance the thread to an eye’s length 

behind the eye of the hook and dab some Hard As Nails or head cement on the thread-coated shank.  Wrap the 

Flashabou forward to behind the eye of the hook.  Secure and trim. 
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Pulling the feather forward out of the way, wrap the Flashabou once around the hook behind it.  When the Flashabou 

comes around with the second wrap, have it end up on top of the stem of the feather, which is now oriented with the bar-

bules facing the back of the fly. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pinch the two together so that the stem is barely covered by the back edge of the Flashabou.  Now slide the far end of 

the feather stem slightly forward in relation to the Flashabou, creating a slight angle.  Doing this will make the feather 

barbules end up standing out perpendicular to the hook shank.  Keeping this angle/relationship, wrap the pair forward 

using five wraps to end up behind the eye of the hook.  A rotary vise is a big help here. 
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Secure the pair in place by wrapping the thread a couple of times around the feather/Flashabou combination, then bring 

the thread in front of the Flashabou and secure and trim the feather stem. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now secure and cut the flashabou.  Form a head, whip finish, and cement the head. 
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Turner Elementary School Fishing Day at Turner Lake  
 
Turner Elementary School is requesting our club’s help to teach students how to fish on their outdoor program fishing 
day. The fishing day will be August 15, 2022, a Monday at Turner Lake in Turner, Oregon. The event will start at 9:00 
a.m. and finish at 3:00 p.m. 

Each group of about 30 students will be at the lake for about 45 minutes. The school will have personnel on site to lead 
and assist each group. We will be assisting on the basics of fishing, (not Fly Fishing) using spinning gear and basic set-
ups with showing how to tie knots, how to cast etc.. Probably will be using bobbers with flies and using power bait. 

We could also have a couple of members showing how to fly fish at the same time. 

If you would like to volunteer to help, please contact me at: Ghawk423@gmail.com or text me at (661) 802-1279. 

 

Regards 

Robert LeClerc 
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