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“American Shad-The Little Tarpon of the Columbia River” 

With Nick Wheeler 

This silver-sided finned friend is one of the most underrated game fish of the Pacific 

Northwest. With returns in the millions each year coming back to the Columbia drainage 

and a fish eager to eat a swung fly what’s not to like? This presentation will include a brief 

history of this patriotic fish, explain how it got to the west coast, and go through 

recommended tackle, techniques, and potential spots to catch these fish. American Shad 

are known for putting up a fierce fight and do not give up easily. Be careful, like popcorn, 

these fish can be addictive and will keep you coming back for more.  

Nick Wheeler has been fly fishing for Shad for over 15 years and working in the fishing 

industry just as long. Growing up in Northern California on the banks of the Russian River 

chasing Steelhead and Shad had been his favorite pastime. Living just feet away from 

the best Shad run on the Russian he was lucky enough to spend most days of the 

season on the water. Now living in Woodland Washington and working at The Portland 

Fly Shop in Oregon, he spends his time targeting as many species as possible (trout, 

salmon, steelhead and even carp), but every year he still devotes the entire month of 

June to chasing American Shad.” 

Shad Fly Pattern-Materials 

Hook:   3761 Size 6 

Eyes:   Medium Bead Chain 

Tail:   Pearl Krystal Flash 

Body:   Mylar Tinsel Size 12 

Head:  Danville 210 Thread Fl. Fire  

Orange 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Step 1 Start off with attaching bead chain 

eyes 1/3 of the way down the length of the 

hook from the eye. 

Step 2 Tie in 8-12 strands of Krystal Flash 

as the tail of the fly. 

Step 3 Then wrap the Mylar Tinsel up the 

hook starting at the tail ending of the bead 

chain. 

Step 4 with your thread make a diamond 

shaped head using the bead chain eyes as 

your widest section of the diamond.  

Step 5 Cut your thread and glue your head. 

Two coats of glue will normally give you a 

nice glossy looking fly. 

https://www.facebook.com/santiamflycasters/
https://theportlandflyshop.com/
https://theportlandflyshop.com/
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President’s Corner By Scott Vaslev 

 
Special shout out to Bob L. 
and the rest of the volunteers 
that made Project Healing 
Waters at Turner Lake such a 
success a couple of 
Wednesdays ago.  Weather 
was good and the fishing 
bueno.  I was responsible for 
two brothers who were fly 
fishing for the first time.  Got 
them both set up on pontoons, 
explained the ins and outs of letting out a fly and then trolling with the 
flippers and away we went.  One of the brothers caught 4 trout and 2 
bass, the other one trout.  Simple set up, a balanced leech under an 
indicator.  Had a great lunch in between. 
 
Well,  let us see what’s happening at the fly tying desk.  I'm always looking 
for new flies to tie and maybe I should talk a little about the hooks I've 
been using. 
 
I have not been using barbed hooks for ages. Still have tons of them 
around and every once in a while I'll pull out a #6, 3x long to tie up a stone 
or bugger but have mostly use rounded, wide gap hooks these days. Most 
the hooks I'm buying are Hanek 300 BL and Firehole Sticks 317, 316 for 
soft hackles and nymphs and Hanek 300 BL and Firehole Sticks 551 for 
jigs. They are all wide gapped and very sharp.  Hardly ever have to 
sharpen them and seem to hold fish.  These are replacing all of my old 
straight backed hooks with teeny gaps and barbs.  These hooks ain't 
cheap but I figure if I'm taking the time to tie a fly I might as well use 
something I have confidence in. 
 
Another distinct advantage of going barbless!  Ever hooked the nose of 
your pontoon boat or say underneath your boat? How about in your ear, 
hat, or anchor rope? Barbless baby, the only way to go. 
 
I have been tying smaller flies on bigger hooks especially for my jigs. If I 
want to tie a size 18 Perdigon  I will sometimes tie it on a size 16 jig but 
just tie the body shorter.  Use the same philosophy when tying nymphs 
and soft hackles. Not sure it makes a whole lot of difference to the fish. 
 
Start firing up your tying vices for our June auction. Tie up say a dozen or 
so of your favorite flies and bring to me when you come in.  I'll have a box 
to put them in.  Also, any old fishing gear you are not using anymore or 
maybe some camping gear.  ’ 
 
Til next time  
Scott 
 



Silverton Reservoir Outing Report by Ken Karnosh  

Several of us fished Silverton Reservoir on April 23.  Too bad that ODFW apparently had not stocked it, as 

they were scheduled to do! 

Former SFC President Craig Knoll did manage to catch one fish, though, which appeared to be the only one 

landed that morning.  Kevin also caught a trout in the afternoon. 

Well, better luck on May 11 when we will fish it again! 

Cheadle Pond Report 

Due to cold weather, we postponed our outing to Cheadle Pond until  May 2 (Monday).  Details are the same 

as in the April newsletter. 

May 11 Silverton Reservoir Outing  

On May 11 (Wednesday), we will fish Silverton Reservoir again.  A pontoon boat or float tube work very well 

to fish this lake.  We will get on the water before 9:00 a.m. 

To get there, drive east on Highway 213 from Salem, turn left (north) onto West C Street at the first traffic 

signal in Silverton, turn right (east) onto Water Street (turns into Highway 214) for a couple of miles, and turn 

right into the Silverton Reservoir access road.  Be prepared to pay a $5 parking fee by credit card only. 

Suggested gear is a 3-5 weight rod with a hover, intermediate, or Type 3 sinking line.  Flies include the 

normal stillwater selection of woolly buggers, leeches, soft hackles, AP emergers, etc.  There may be a hatch 

of Callibaetis around mid-day. 

ODFW should have stocked the lake with over 4,600 “legal” trout by then, but there may be some larger 

holdover fish. 

The club will not provide a meal, so remember your lunch, as well as a PFD and other needed things. 

Ken Karnosh is the outing sponsor.  E-mail him at kenkarnosh@gmail.com if you have a question. 

May 14 Deschutes River Outing  

We will float and fish the Deschutes River from Warm Springs to 

Trout Creek on May 14, camping at Trout Creek campground.  

If you do not have a pontoon or drift boat to float the river, there 

is a lot of fishable water near the campground. 

To get to Trout Creek campground, drive to Sandy either on I-5/

I-205/Highway 26 through Clackamas and Boring or go through 

Woodburn/Molalla/Estacada, drive Highway 26 east over Mount 

Hood and through Warm Springs, turn left onto Gumwood or 

Columbia at the top of the hill past Warm Springs, turn and drive 

north about 3 miles to Juniper Lane, turn east and follow it to 

the community of Gateway, turn left near the railroad onto the 

road to Trout Creek, and follow it about 6 miles to the 

campground. 
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Suggested gear is 5-6 weight rods with floating line, or a Euro-nymphing setup works very well.  Nymphing 

will be the most productive, often fished under an indicator and weighted to fish along the bottom.  Flies will 

include Euro-nymph patterns, stoneflies, soft hackle, prince, hare’s ear, green rockworm, and midge pupa.  

At least the trailing fly should be size 16-18.  There may be some dry fly action on caddis and BWOs, as well 

as possibly some of the fabled salmonflies. 

Remember your boating pass if you float the river.  Also, you must buy a permit to fish the Tribal (west) side 

of the river or risk a substantial penalty.  You can buy both of these passes through links on our club 

website. 

Our process is to consolidate and load our boats at the campground at 8:00 a.m. on Saturday and shuttle 

them to Warm Springs.  If you drive, you will need to arrange a shuttle back to the campground. 

Tim will cook something for Saturday dinner, so bring a small side dish to share if you wish, as well as your 

beverage and chair.  We will have a campfire each evening.  Also, remember your PFD and wading staff. 

Tim Johnson is the sponsor for this trip, so call him at (503)507-8552 or e-mail him at 
tim.the.fisherman@gmail.com if you have a question. 

 

May 21 Olalla Reservoir Outing  

We will fish Olalla Reservoir, north of Toledo, on May 21.  By then, 

the lake should have been stocked with over 10,000 trout, with some 

larger fish. 

To get there, drive I-5 south to Exit 228, turn right (west) onto 

Highway 34, follow it onto the bypass east of Corvallis and it will 

merge with Highway 20, follow the signage on Highway 20 to 

Newport, turn right (north) onto the Olalla Golf Course Road north of 

Toledo, and follow it about 5 miles to the reservoir. 

A floating device is best to fish this water.  Suggested equipment is 4-

6 weight rods with either floating, intermediate, or sinking line.  Flies include the normal stillwater patterns of 

woolly buggers, leeches, emergers, midges and other attractor patterns.  If there is surface activity, dry flies 

may also work. 

The club will not provide food, so remember your lunch and PFD. 

Ken Karnosh is the outing sponsor.  E-mail him at kenkarnosh@gmail.com if you have a question. 

June 1 Crane Prairie Outing 

On June 1 (Wednesday), we will fish Crane Prairie Reservoir and hope to catch some of those huge 

Cranebows, or at least some of their siblings.  We will camp at Rock Creek Campground. 

To get there, the probably fastest way is to drive I-5 south, turn onto Highway 58 south of Eugene, drive 

Highway 58 over Willamette Pass, turn left onto the Crescent Cutoff (USFS Road 61) for about 3 miles, turn 

left onto USFS Road 46 (Cascades Lakes Highway) for about 18 miles, and turn right onto the road to Rock 

Creek Campground. 

Suggested gear is 5-6 weight rods with floating, intermediate, or sinking lines.  Flies include chironomids, 

mailto:tim.the.fisherman@gmail.com
mailto:kenkarnosh@gmail.com


leeches and streamers, callibaetis, and dragonflies.  A floating device is needed to fish this water. 

The club will not provide a meal, so bring adequate food and beverage, as well as maybe some firewood.   

Ken Karnosh is outing sponsor, so e-mail him at kenkarnosh@gmail.com if you have a question.  He will 
camp at Site 9 at Rock Creek campground. 

 

Fly Tying Sessions 

Remember that we have resumed our fly tying sessions from 6 to 8 p.m. 

on the third Wednesday of each month at Los Arcos Mexican Grill 

restaurant, 4120 Commercial Street SE. 

These sessions are informal and are intended to include all levels of 

experience or lack of same.  Although we generally will recommend a fly 

to tie, based on an upcoming outing, you may tie whatever fly that you 

choose. 

Come and enjoy some great Mexican food and tie some flies, or just 

come to enjoy the camaraderie and maybe learn something new about flies and fly fishing. 

Contact Ken at kenkarnosh@gmail.com if you have a question. 

 

Annual Club Auction June 2022 

We have finalized the details for The Annual Club Auction this year and it is scheduled for Thursday, June 9, 

2022 at Pringle Hall – where we’ve had it the past several years. The auction is open to the public so come 

on out and support the club and take home some great items.  

Purpose of the Auction.  The money we generate from the Annual Auction provides the funding    for many 

of our activities throughout the year.  When bidding on items you should not consider success getting an item 

at a cheap price but rather bidding on items for a good price and that sometimes means paying more than the 

item may be worth – remember what we make helps fund our club’s activities. In the past we’ve had some low 

bids on items that cost much more than the winning bid. To prevent that from occurring, we will establish the 

lowest starting bids on select items.  Thanks for your support.  

Planning Committee.  The committee has been busy planning and preparing for the auction. There are five 

sub-committees and leads for each sub-committee. We need volunteers to assist in each of these 

committees. If you are interested in being a part of a particular committee, please contact me at 

rickylove20@aol.com or cell (253) 320-5699 or one of the leads directly. The committees that generally need 

several volunteers are the Silent Auction, Bucket/Live Auction, and Setup/Cleanup.  

Lead Planner:  Ricky Love 

Setup/Cleanup Committee:  Ken Karnosh 

Cashier:  Tim Johnson 

Silent Auction:  Scott Vaslev 

Bucket/Live Auction:  Dennis Burnett 

Advertisement: Kent Toomb 

FFI Donations: Bob LeClerc 
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Welcome New Members 
in April 

 

Troy Nonamaker, Albany 

Tim Hodges, Salem 

Jerrod Potter, Salem 

 

2022 SFC Outing Schedule 

May 2    Cheadle Pond 

May 11 (Wed) Silverton Reservoir 

May 14   Deschutes River Warm   
     Springs-Trout Creek) 

May 21   Olalla Reservoir 

June 1  (Wed) Crane Prairie      
     Reservoir (Rock Creek) 
 
June 15 (Wed) Umpqua River     

   (shad) 

June 25   East Lake 

July 2   North Santiam River 

July 6 (Wed) Gold Lake 

July 20 (Wed) Three Creek Lake 

July 30   South Santiam River  
    (Pleasant Valley-Bates Br.) 

August 13  Willamette River  
    (Keizer Rapids-Wheatland   

    for (smallmouth bass) 

August 20  Diamond Lake CANCELLED 

August 31 (Wed) North Santiam River  
    (Shelburn-Greens Bridge) 

September 10 Hosmer Lake 

September 21 (Wed) Walton Lake 

October 8  Crooked River 

October 12 (Wed) McKenzie River 

October 22  Deschutes River  
   (Warm Springs-Trout Creek) 
 
November 2 (Wed) Mid. Fk. Willamette   
   River (Below Dexter) 
 
November 12 Detroit Lake 

How To Join the May SFC Meeting  -- 

This month's speaker meeting is a hybrid In Person and Online meeting. 
Participants can join the meeting using either by attending in person or 
by Zoom.  

We have been meeting in person. The May in-person gathering will be 
held at the Broadway Commons/Coffeehouse, 1300 Broadway Street, 
NE, Salem. There is parking at the rear of the building. Enter the Coffee-

house through the doors at the southeast corner of the building (facing 
the parking lot). Follow signs to elevators and up to the Mexico Room on 
the third floor. There are no stairs to the third floor, Masks and social dis-
tancing are required inside the building. 

The Zoom link will be emailed to members twice: one day, and also ap-
proximately one hour prior to the start of the meeting. The meeting starts 

at 7:00 PM. If you are not a Santiam Flycasters member, you can request 
the Zoom link by sending an email to santiamflycasters@yahoo.com at 
least one day prior to the day of the meeting. 

 If you have questions, contact Tim Johnson,  
santiamflycasters@yahoo.com, 503-507-8552 

Auction Item Donations. Members provide many of the items 

we offer at the auction.  If you have any fly-fishing gear that you 

no longer need or use, you can donate it to the club for the 

auction. We also accept various outdoor gear, supplies, etc. 

Another popular item during this auction are flies. If you are a 

good tier and want to tie flies that we can use in the auction we’d 

appreciate it. The club (Tim Johnson) can provide fly boxes to 

put your flies in for the auction. A box typically has 12 flies in it 

with a particular theme (still water, moving water, steelhead/

salmon flies/euro nymphs, dry flies, etc.) You can bring any items 

you want to donate to the general meeting in May or contact one 

of the officers/board members to arrange pickup.  The live and 

bucket auctions will also have several great items up for bid to 

include fishalongs and few of Tim Keller’s beautiful nets. I am a 

very recent owner of one of his nets and absolutely love it.  

Food and Drinks.  The club will provide pizza and soft drinks 

during the auction. This will allow attendees to have a bite to eat 

and allow ample time to view the auction items.  

Timeline. 

 5:00pm – 6:00pm            Doors open for setup 

 6:00pm – 7:15pm            Silent Auction and Bucket Raffle 

            Food & Drinks 

 7:15pm                              Silent Auction Closes 

 7:30pm – 8:30pm            Live/Bucket Auction 

 8:30pm – 9:00pm            Clean up  
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Imagine: you hook a good-sized fish, which jumps a couple of times, makes a run taking out line, then 

suddenly breaks off.  You check your line, and seeing a slight curl on the very end you realize you lost 

the fish because your knot has failed.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Last fall I witnessed another club member hook and then lose a fish due to a failure of his tippet knot.  

After a brief conversation I realized he was making a mistake in tying it that I used to make a couple of 

years ago, before I figured out my error.  I decided at that time to research and write about knot 

strength.  This is the first of three articles. 

I started my research on the internet, quickly discovering exactly what I was looking for: a website and 

a series of YouTube videos by Toit Fishing.  He has a background in mechanical engineering and us-

es scientific method and a customized machine for knot testing, tying each one 450 times and calcu-

lating knot percentage strengths as compared to measured line strength.  His emphasis is saltwater 

fishing and he tests the knot in 15 different combinations–mono, fluoro, and braid at line strengths of 

10, 30, 50, 80, and 100 lb test.  He uses high-speed video to watch the knot fail (really, really cool to 

watch), and then discusses the factors affecting the knot’s strength or weakness.  Understanding 

these factors allowed him (after over a decade of experimentation) to create a new knot, which he 

calls the Toit knot.  He then compares his knot to 7 other terminal knots (knots that connect to a hook 

or swivel) in his “Monster Knot Challenge”.  

I was surprised at how different the results were for monofilament line vs fluorocarbon.  I also hadn’t 

Knot Strength 

By Beth Jappay 
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realized that too many turns will decrease the strength of the knot.  He ends up recommending the number of 

turns for each line type at each line strength.  Since I am only interested in fluoro and mono at lighter 

strengths I am only reporting the 10 lb testing results in this article.  For each knot I am including a link to his 

website, which discusses the pros and cons, provides further pictures and links to his YouTube videos on how 

to tie each knot correctly, as well as videos reporting his testing results., 

Last week I was stuck at Pyramid Lake for several hours, waiting for the wind to die down enough to safely 

drive my RV.  I tied each of the knots below, comparing the ease of tying the knot, the amount of tippet that 

would be used up, and the reported strength of each in order to decide if this new information would change 

the terminal knots I use when I fish.  I will discuss my conclusions in detail in my next article but what jumped 

out at me was the weakness of the improved clinch knot with fluorocarbon in particular.  It turns out a clinch 

knot at the recommended 8 turns was stronger than an improved clinch knot at the recommended 4 turns 

when using fluoro. Below is a table listing the results (after his cool pictures and the diagrams I scrounged up 

showing the knots he tested). 

Clinch Knot 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Improved Clinch Knot 
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Trilene Knot 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Palomar Knot 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Uni Knot (AKA Duncan’s loop) 
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Toit Knot 

 

Pitzen Knot 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

San Diego Jam Knot 

 
 

Bimini Twist 
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Monster Knot Challenge results 
 

Monofilament, 10 lbs 

Knot                              Ideal number of wraps            Strength 

Clinch Knot                        8 wraps                       84% 

Improved Clinch Knot                  5 wraps                       87% 

Trilene Knot                        3 wraps                        95% 

Palomar Knot                       (center position)                  94% 

Uni Knot (aka Duncan’s Loop)        3 wraps                       81% 

Toit Knot                         3 wraps                       99% 

Pitzen Knot                        6 wraps                       74% 

San Diego Jam Knot                  3 wraps                       90% 

Bimini Twist                         25 wraps                       105% 

 

 

Fluorocarbon, 10 lbs 

Knot                              Ideal number of wraps            Strength 

Clinch Knot                        7 wraps            `             80% 

Improved Clinch Knot                  4 wraps                         74% 

Trilene Knot                        3 wraps                         84% 

Palomar Knot                       (center position)                   85% 

Uni Knot (aka Duncan’s Loop)        3 wraps                         77% 

Toit Knot                         3 wraps                         93% 

Pitzen Knot                        3 wraps                         80% 

San Diego Jam Knot                  3 wraps                         86% 

 
Kreh Loop 

 

If you are looking for the results for the Lefty Kreh Non 
Slip Loop, ToitFishing.com has not yet reviewed this 
knot on its website (he is likely waiting for his index 
finger to recover from tying the Bimini Twist 150 
times).  I did discover a gem of a website which started 
out as a tippet shootout of different brands of tippet, 
but had great knot strength information of different 
knots tied with different tippet brands:  

https://www.yellowstoneangler.com/gear-review/tippet-

shootout 
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The table is hard to read in this setting, and I recommend going to their website and checking out 
the entire article, which is worth reading.  The bottom line for the non-slip loop in their testing is that 
it performed similarly to the Trilene knot with fluoro, but the strength results for knots tied with mono 
seems to vary quite a bit depending on the brand and diameter of the tippet.  As far as what the 
number of recommended turns would be with this knot, I found this table but can’t attest that this 
was generated by rigorous scientific method.: 
 

Line test strength      Turns recommended 

6-8 lbs.                            7 

8-12 lbs.                          5 

15-40 lbs.                        4 

50-60 lbs.                        3 

60 lb +                             2 
 

There are other knots club members are using that aren’t reviewed on the Toit website and are re-
viewed on the Yellowstone Angler website.  I used the 9 values for fluoro and 9 values for mono on 
that website, and came up with average strengths for each knot.  Note–this is combining results for 
2x, 4x, and 6x tippet: 

Fluoro            Mono 

Improved clinch      68%            86% 

Non-slip loop          66%            80% 

Trilene                70%            86% 

Double Uni           66%            80% 

Orvis Knot           67%            82% 

Davy Knot           64%            57%   
Wind Knot           64%            75% 
 

Three things jumped out at me after doing these calculations 

 
1) How weak the Davy knot is with mono 

2) How strong the Orvis knot is with 6x mono tippet (>90%) 

3) How poorly most knots do with fluorocarbon 

 
 
 



Now that I know that too many turns can weaken a knot and that the ideal number of turns changes with line 
diameter, the big question in my mind after all this research is how many turns I should use for 3x through 7x 
tippet for various knots.  Perhaps in the future I will do my own research and that can be the subject of a fu-
ture article. 
 

I am going to finish this article with a few knot tying tips: 
 

1) Become comfortable with 2-4 terminal knots, and know how many turns are recommended for the line 
strengths you use.  Know the appearance of each knot when tied correctly and check the look of your knot 
after completing it. 

2) Always moisten the line/tippet e.g. with saliva, prior to cinching the knot down tight.  This prevents abra-
sion and knot failure. 

3) Trim the knot so that you leave at least a 3 mm tag end.  The fish won’t notice this sticking out, and trim-
ming the tag end flush to the knot is a common cause of knot failure. 

4) Give the knot a hard tug after you are done tying it.  Better to know if it’s going to fail at this point than on a 
fish. 

Mid-Willamette Valley Project Healing Waters.  

 

We hosted the first outing in a couple of years for veterans on Arpil 6th at Turner Lake.  Six veterans were 
introduced to fly fishing, for some veterans it was the first time fly fishing.  We launched three pontoon boats 
and two drift boats for several hours of fishing.  All veterans hooked and landed trout and also enjoyed a 
luncheon.  Thank you to all the volunteers and club members who assisted in coaching, setting up rods and 
guiding on the lake, plus setting and providing the lunch.  A big thank you to the Oregon Fishing Club for 
hosting Project Healing Waters at Turner Lake.  

Next meeing is at Center 50+ on Portland Road here in Salem on May 24 from 6-8 pm. 

 

Tightlines.  

Robert LeClerc 
Project Leader.  
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May 2022 Fly of the Month  

Ninja Chironomid  

By John Barratt  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Materials 

Thread:  Veevus 16/0 black 

Hook:  Daiichi 1130 curved hook size 16 

Bead:  Tungsten 2 mm 

Ribbing:  Ultra wire gold X-small 

Gills:   Kreinik metallic fine braid #8 (dental floss or other white thread will work) 

Collar:  Peacock herl 

Tag:   Holo tinsel medium – red 

Body:  Holo tinsel medium – chartreuse, green, black, other colors 

 

This pattern is adapted from a fly developed by Wes Wada in Bend, Oregon. I have over a dozen chironomid patterns in my lake fly 

box, but I have caught more fish on this fly than the other chironomid patterns combined. The chartreuse and green versions of this fly 

are particularly effective on East Lake and Lake Paulina. I use a double surgeon knot and an 8-inch dropper to attach an unweighted 

Ninja chironomid about two feet above a weighted Ninja. This is a great way to test two colors at the same time to determine which 

color the fish prefer. In general, you should avoid false casting with this two fly set-up, unless you have a high tolerance for untangling 

flies and tippet.  
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Step-By-Step Directions 

1. Use a dental threader or hook threader to pull the white braid through the hole in the bead Fig. #1. 

2. De-barb the hook and thread the bead onto the hook so that the smaller bead opening touches the hook eye. Tie in the thread, 

secure the end of the white braid to the hook shank and cut away the excess white braid. Immediately behind the hook eye tie in the 

red holo tinsel and wrap the thread over the red tinsel back to just beyond the hook bend Fig #2. 

3. Wrap the red tinsel down the hook bend until it touches the vise jaws and then wrap the red tinsel back up to the thread and se-

cure the red tinsel with multiple thread wraps. Cut off the tag end of the red tinsel and tie in the chartreuse tinsel and gold wire Fig #3. 
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Fig. 1 

Fig. 2 

Fig. 3 

Fig. 3 



4. Wrap the thread back to the bead. Wrap the chartreuse tinsel forward, slightly overlapping each wrap. Secure the end of the 

chartreuse tinsel with thread wraps and trim away the remaining chartreuse tinsel. Wrap the gold wire forward (5 to 6 turns) to the 

bead, secure the wire with thread wraps and helicopter the wire until it breaks Fig #4. If you want to apply a UV coating, you need to 

do that now. I usually skip the UV coating. 

5. Behind the bead, tie in the thinner end of a peacock herl strand and make about four turns with the peacock. Trim away the 

remaining peacock Fig. #5. 

6. Whip finish behind the bead and then trim the white braid until it is about 1/16” long Fig. #6. 
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Fig. 4 

Fig. 5 

Fig. 6 



7. Fig. #7 is a red Ninja chironomid and Fig. #8 is the same fly in green. 
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Fig. 7 Fig. 8 




