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SANTIAM FLYCASTERS 
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By Zoom 
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Los Arcos Mexican Grill 
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January SFC Meeting “The Joys of Spey Casting” 

With Travis Johnson 

About himself, Travis says, “I started fly fishing at 10. 
By 12 was fly fishing only. Fly fishing grabbed me 
quickly. I filled and enriched my soul. Getting my hands 
on any and every book. Fishing every mud puddle and 
ditch I could.” 

He continues,  “My first interaction with Spey casting 
was at 19. An English man who politely asked to fish 
behind me was the first person I saw making good 
loops. I ate my sandwich and watched him after 
finishing the run. He offered to let me make a few casts. 
The seed had been planted. From that moment on it 
was cultivated by other in our area, Josh Linn, George 
Cook, Simon and others.  

 
I first found Spey casting as an amazing tool for chasing 
PNW steelhead. But the casting bug bit me hard. Again 
trying to learn and practice, read anything I could. 
Finally taking the big step into distance casting in 2009. 
And was raising the world championship trophy in 
2012.  
 
I am still humbled and filled with gratitude everyday 
because of Spey casting. I also plan to push it further 
and teach and educate as many as I can about the joys 
of Spey casting.” 

Travis is an Oregon Fly Fishing Guide and owner of All 
Waters Angling.  You can learn more about him here and view his 177ft left-handed 
Single Spey here. 

2023 Club Outings List 

In this newsletter, you will find the list of outings that our club has planned for 
2023. The list includes many opportunities to catch trout in streams and still 
waters, as well as opportunities for bluegill, shad, and both largemouth and 
smallmouth bass. 

https://www.facebook.com/santiamflycasters/
http://www.speyfishingoregon.com
http://www.speyfishingoregon.com
http://speyfishingoregon.com/fly-fishing/oregon-fly-fishing-guides/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nrFhw8bmZ2A
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President’s Corner  

By Scott Vaslev 

 

We had a great 
presenter for our 
December Holiday 
banquet this year.  John 
Shewey's presentation 
on swinging flies for 
steelhead makes me 
want to give it a try.  I did 
try it once on the Snake 
and Salmon Rivers with 
limited success but 
haven't tried it on our local rivers.  He simplified the process 
where even a neophyte like me might actually get lucky.  If you 
weren't there Tim emailed you a link where you can watch it 
when you have the time. 

At our last board meeting we managed to put together a 
comprehensive list of outings for 2023, 28 to be exact.  We 
have a nice mix of weekend and mid-week outings so there is 
something for everyone.  Don't forget to make your reservations 
6 months ahead time at the popular spots like East, Diamond 
and Hosmer Lakes. 

I am compiling a list of favorite flies our members use and more 
importantly how do you fish them.  What line do you like, are 
you trolling or stripping maybe both?  How many flies do you 
use, etc.? 

If Beth is lake fishing she likes to use her midge tip line with a 3 
fly set up.  Depending on the desired depth she is trying to 
achieve she will usually start out with a bead head hares ear for 
her top fly, then a Pheasant Tail, and maybe a midge or 
balanced leech terminally, tied on with tabs.  I too like this set 
up and use it a lot, the fly mix can vary but with 2 or 3 flies the 
fish can choose what they like. 

Ken normally fishes an intermediate line or a type three when 
lake fishing.  His go to fly is a wooly bugger or a leech as the 
trailer and a soft tackle or PT in front.  Ken only takes one rod 
with him which I would normally make fun of but since he 
usually out fishes me I'll be quiet. 

I normally will take out three rods when lake fishing and would 
probably take more if I had more rod holders. Speaking of 
multiple rods I just bought my fishing license from our good 
friends at ODFW.  “So what,” you might say, but what is new is 
I bought the 2 rod endorsement this year. That way I can 
double the fun and line tangles.  

Happy Holidays. Scott 
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2023 Outings-Santiam Flycasters  

 January 28  Devil’s Lake 

 February 10* Silverton Reservoir 

 February 18  Detroit Lake 

 March 18   Crooked River 

 April 12*   Cheadle Pond 

 April 22   McKenzie River          

      (Hayden-Armitage) 

 May 9/10*   Deschutes River (Warm  

      Springs-Trout Creek) 

 May 20    Middle Fork Willamette   

      (Dexter) 

 May 25*   Trail Bridge Reservoir 

 June 6/7*   Umpqua River (Shad) 

 June 14*    Gold Lake 

 June 24   East Lake 

 June 28/29*  Diamond Lake 

 July 8    North Santiam River 

 July 19*   Three Creek Lake 

 July 29    South Santiam 

 August 5   Umpqua River 

 August 19  Willamette (Smallmouth) 

 August 23*  South Santiam 

 September 6* Diamond Lake 

 September 23 Hosmer Lake 

 September 30 Walton Lake 

 October 7   Crooked River 

 October 11*  Willamette (Marshall-Harrisburg) 

 October 21  Deschutes (Warm Springs-Trout Creek) 

 October 25*  North Santiam 

 November 8* Middle Fork Willamette River (Dexter) 

 November 18 Detroit Lake 

SFC Outing Disclaimer 

Santiam Flycasters does not represent that any of these trips are suitable for any of its members. 

Each stream, river and lake present its own unique hazards and dangers. Each member must 

evaluate the suitability of his or her own physical condition, equipment and skills before participating 

in any of these trips. Each member that chooses to go on any of these trips personally assumes all 

risks of injury and damage while participating  

Here is the  list of outings that our club has planned for 
2023. The list includes many opportunities to catch 
trout in streams and still waters, as well as opportuni-
ties for bluegill, shad, and both largemouth and small-
mouth bass. 

Most waters are best fished from a floating device (float 
tube, pontoon boat, or other boat). In the newsletter 
article for the outing, we will say if there are opportuni-
ties for bank access at that location. If you do not yet 
own a floating device but want to participate in the out-
ing, let us know and we should be able to have some-
one lend you a device for the outing. 

Obviously, when we are on or around the water, there 
is an element of risk. Please be aware of the disclaimer 
also in this newsletter. Also, please use a personal flo-
tation device (PFD). 

Hope to see you on many outings this year! 

* Denotes Wednesday or Mid-Week Outings.   
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It’s Time to Renew Your Santiam 
Flycasters Membership 

If you haven’t done so already, it is time to renew your 

Santiam Flycasters membership for 2023. Dues for 2023 

are as follows: $30 for individuals and $35 for families. 

Life membership can be achieved for only $300. Take 

advantage of this opportunity and you never again have to 

renew your membership. 

By renewing your membership, you support the club’s 

ability to continue to schedule outstanding speakers, such 

as John Shewey, Rick Hafele and David Flaherty to 

mention just a few, and Travis Johnson (coming this 

month). The club makes these presentations available 

through Zoom and the club’s YouTube Channel. In 2022 

we returned to in-person meeting with the option to join 

meetings through Zoom. 

As a member, you also support our August casting clinic 

and other casting practice opportunities. You also support 

our monthly fly-tying gatherings at Los Arcos. 

We have a record number of outings scheduled for 2023. 

So don’t miss out on all the fun. Use the form on the back 

of the newsletter to renew your membership or download 

the form from the Santiam Flycasters website 

(www.santiamflycasters.com).  

Please mail your membership renewal to: Santiam 

Flycasters, P.O. Box 691, Salem, OR 97308. 

Thanks! 

January 28 Devil’s Lake Outing 
It’s time for our first of many outings planned for 2023! 

On January 28, weather permitting, we will fish Devil’s 

Lake near Lincoln City to try for some holdover planters 

as well as some of the native cutthroats. A floating device 

will allow you to cover more water to find the fish. 

To get there, drive Highways 22 and 18 west to 

southbound Highway 101, in about a mile, turn left onto 

East Devil’s Lake Road for about 5 miles, and turn right 

into East Devil’s Lake Boat Ramp.   

The lake is fairly shallow and has a weed problem in 

summer, so recommended gear is a 4-6 weight rod with 

intermediate, hover, or floating line. Flies include the 

normal stillwater assortment of buggers/leeches and other 

attractor patterns.   

The club will not provide food, so bring your lunch, PFD, 

and proper clothing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mark your calendar for the Northwest Fly Tyer and Fly 

Fishing Expo on March 10 and 11 (9 a.m.-5 p.m.) at the 

Linn County Fairgrounds in Albany! There will be about 50 

people tying flies at all times as well as vendors, classes, 

casting demos, and other activities. 

The Santiam Flycasters will operate the silent auction 

each day and, of course, we need some volunteers to 

help with that. Volunteers will work 2½ hour shifts and will 

receive free admission as well as a couple of other perks. 

Duties include giving out bidder numbers, setting up the 

auction items, answering questions, and helping close 

tables in the afternoons. Pretty simple, huh? 

Ken will have a sign-up sheet at the next club meeting for 

silent auction volunteers. Or, e-mail him at 

kenkarnosh@gmail.com to sign up for your choice of time. 

The Expo will also offer several classes on a variety 

of topics. Check the NW Fly Tyer Expo website for 

information on those. The Expo also needs 

volunteers for other functions, like registration and 

admissions, and you can contact them through the 

website. 

We appreciate the help! 

Welcome These New 
Members in December 

Matthew Dimke 

Fred Marx 

Fly Tying Session 

Join us as fly tying sessions have resumed on the 

Wednesday after our club meeting, January 18.  We 

will do it at the Los Arcos Mexican Grill at 4120 

Commercial Street SE from 6-8 p.m.  

These sessions are for persons with any and all lev-

els of experience.  Come and enjoy some tasty Mex-

ican food and bring some fly tying stuff to tie flies 

afterward.   

Or, just come to enjoy the camaraderie!  

E-mail Ken at kenkarnosh@gmail.com if you have a 

question. 

mailto:kenkarnosh@gmail.com
mailto:kenkarnosh@gmail.com
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Line Connections 

By Beth Jappay  

 

Today I swapped around multiple lines in 
preparation for steelhead fishing.  I found 
myself annoyed that I had to deal with al-
most a dozen line ends that did not have 
a welded loop.  Then I found myself 
amused by how much I have come to ex-
pect this “modern” convenience.  For my 
first two decades of fly fishing I would only 
buy my lines at a fly shop, happy to have 
the employee tie the nail knots to attach 
the line to the backing and to add a butt 
section (with a perfection loop) on the 
end.  The past decade enough manufac-

turers started using welded loops that I felt comfortable ordering a few lines directly off of the internet.  Then 
of course some of the lines arrived without loops and I had to learn how to tie my own nail knots.  I’ve now 
gotten pretty decent at tying a nailless nail knot, which is handy when I am on the water and have to cut off 
the end of a damaged line. I’ve gotten particularly good at it since I took up spey casting.  My circle-up is a 
work in progress and the end of my Scandi line is constantly getting beat up on the gravel bar behind me.  It 
seemed like every couple of months my line core is again exposed, and I then have to cut off another 3-6” of 
line and tie another nail knot.  Two months ago Mitch (Two Rivers Fly Shop) taught me how to fabricate my 
own welded loop on the end of a fly line and now my options have expanded.  I decided that for this month’s 
column I would compare the advantages and disadvantages of a loop to loop connection vs a nail knot as 
well as pass on this new knowledge.  

The most obvious difference between the two is the ease of changing leaders.  With a nail knot the knot must 
be cut off and with each leader change a tiny amount of fly line is cut away.  It also takes longer to tie a nail 
knot than just attaching a leader, especially one that already has a loop.   
 

Prior to last month I would sometimes at-
tach a short nylon butt with a nail knot and 
then put a perfection loop on the end, but 
this combines the nail knot’s disadvantage 
of strength and the loop-to-loop disad-
vantage of bulk.   

 

 

The biggest disadvantage to the loop-to-loop connection is its larger 
diameter or bulk (which is obvious in this picture).  It is much more like-
ly to hang up on a guide, especially the tip of the rod where the line is 
usually at an angle.  This summer fishing Klamath Lake I lost a handful 
of 5+ lb fish when the loop-to-loop connection hung up on the tip of the 
rod and broke my 6x (3 lb) tippet.  Looped connections also are some-
times responsible for broken rod tips from lack of care while reeling in 
the fly line. 
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Bamboo rods typically have very tiny 
tips, especially the older rods which 
were made in the era of horsehair 
lines.  I always connect my leader to 
my fly line with the narrowest possible 
nail knot with my bamboo rods. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

There is a difference in the strength of the connection with these two options as well.  Nail knots can 
slip, though this is less likely if the knot is coated in epoxy or resin.  Nail knots can also fail if the line’s 
coating strips itself away from the core.  In comparison, I have only once had a welded loop break and 
it was not at the weld.  I always recommend using a perfection loop for the leader side of the loop-to-
loop connection.  With larger diameter nylon or fluorocarbon a Perfection Loop is a 99% strength knot. 
 

I will confess that I don’t take the best care of my fly lines and probably end up damaging them more 
than most.  I tend to make long casts, making it more likely my line will get stepped on, one of the 
most common reasons for line damage. I also have the bad habit of storing my lines in my car and not 
making an effort to avoid exposure to sunlight.  On top of that I almost never clean my lines, though 
that would improve my distance cast and extend the life of the line (FYI sunscreen and insect repellant 
can damage a line, but heat or cold from leaving your reel in the car will not).  I also discovered I was 
inflicting damage on my lines by repeatedly folding them in the same spot while stringing up my rod.   
 

 
 

I now fold my leader just beyond my loop to 
loop connection when stringing up my rod. 
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When I am about to swap lines or change my line to leader connection, I first inspect the line to make 
sure it’s in good shape.  If a floating line no longer floats, or if close examination finds multiple tiny 
cracks, I just discard the line.  If however the damage to the line is limited to the last 3 feet or so of the 
line I will cut the damaged section away as it won’t significantly change how that line will cast or per-
form. 
 

Nail Knot   

 
The nail knot may seem daunting, but with very little practice it’s really not that bad and there are a lot 
of YouTube videos available for help.  I actually find this knot easier to tie without a nail or tool.  This is 
my favorite YouTube video showing how to tie a nailless nail knot.   

When tying a nail knot it is important to match the flexibility of the mono to the flexibility of the tip of the 
line.  If they are not matched a “hinge” will develop such that the energy of the unrolling loop does not 
transfer smoothly.  If tying on a tapered leader, test the “bendability” of the leader as you move from 
the fat end to the narrow end until it matches the end of the fly line, then cut away everything thicker 
than that spot.  I have a selection of spools of Maxima Chameleon between 10 and 30 lbs, and when I 
tie on a new leader or butt section I will select the mono that most closely matches the line tip stiff-
ness.  After I finish my nail knot I always then coat it with a thin layer of UV resin before fishing with 
it.    
 

Welded Loop 
 

It was two months ago that Mitch first showed me how to create a welded loop.  I had to go back and 
watch him do it a second time, and tonight after having created about 10 of them I documented the 
process in order to pass along this new knowledge. 
 

How to weld a loop: 
 

Materials: 

• Heat gun with narrow cone (alternative: butane wand lighter) 

• Rio In Touch level “T” tubing (regular–for running line or thinner tips, or    
  large–for larger tips) 

• All metal hackle pliers (alternative: needle nose pliers) 

• Scissors and/or clippers 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JvG4EMRHaWQ
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Pick the appropriately-sized T-tube and cut a section at a 45 degree angle.

 
Fold over the end of the line so there is a 1.5 to 2” overlap.

 
 

Slide the loop into the angled end of the tube and work the line in (avoiding any twisting) until the dou-
bled-over section is completely inside the tube, plus about ¼” of the single line (this is one of the most 
difficult steps…take your time).  If it seems too tight with the Regular size, switch to the Large sized 
tubing. 
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Cut the tubing just beyond the looped end.  Turn on the heat gun, pointing it vertically. 
 

Grasp the last ½” of the loop with metal 
hackle pliers or needle nose pliers.  The met-
al will protect the loop from the heat and how 
much you grasp will determine the size of 
your loop. Grasping the other side of the line 
with your fingers, rotate the line forward and 
backward through the flow of hot air.  I typi-
cally hold the line less than an inch above 
the heat gun and slide the fly line in and out 
of the heated air until only a faint line is left 
between the two sides of the loop.  

 
 

 

The “T-tube” will shrink up against the 
fly line.  Avoid letting the heat hit the fly 
line that is outside of the “T-tube”, as it 
is easily damaged.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
When it looks about right, set the 
line with its heat-shrunk tubing on a 
hard surface and roll it back and 
forth firmly under your fingertips to 
separate the tubing away from the 
fly line. 
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Then start stripping off the T-tube at the 
point of the cut end.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

If it hangs up, you may need to carefully nick the rolled 
edge to get it restarted.   

 
 

 
 
 

Once removed you now have a welded loop. 

Interested in adding welded loops but not interested in doing it yourself?  Head down to the Two Riv-

ers Fly Shop in Albany and give Mitch some of your business and I’m sure he would be happy to help 

you out.  Mitch is a great guy, a good resource, and he has been a great supporter of our club for 

years. 
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January 2023 Fly of the Month  

Black Magic Midge 

By Dell Swearingen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There are several versions of Black Magic flies, but this one is affective and simple to tie. 

Fish Story:  

After a fishless morning on Klamath Lake, we changed to a hover line and a size 22 Black Magic Midge fly and immedi-

ately caught a 22-inch Red Side Rainbow. 

Materials List: 

Hook: Firehole 718 Size 20, 22, 24 or equivalent hook. 
Thread: Black Veevus 16/0 
Body: Thread  
Rib: Small or extra small Ultra copper wire  
Throat: Very small noodle of super fine dubbing. 

Directions: 
 

1.   Insert hook in vise, put down a five or six turns thread 
base, secure copper wire on the near side of the 
hook and complete the thread base to the curve of 
the hook, then return the thread to near the hook eye.  

 

 
Figure 1:  FH 718 size 20 

 

 
Figure 2: Counter wrap copper wire  

 

 
 

2.   Counter wrap copper wire in even turns to the back of 
the hook eye. Secure the copper wire with a couple 
of turns in front of the wire and a couple of turns be-
tween the wire and the hook eye. Then, helicopter off 
the wire. 

 

 
Figure 3: Black Magic Midge 

 
3. Form a very small dubbing noodle of super fine dubbing 

and wrap it with a couple of turns in back of the hook eye. 
Put UV adhesive on the thread and complete the fly with 
a three turn whip finish. Cure the UV glue with your UV 
touch light.  
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How To Join the January SFC Meeting 
 

The monthly meetings will continue to be hybrid In-person and online meetings. Participants can join 
the meeting either by attending in person or online via Zoom.  
In person, the gathering will be held at the Broadway Commons/Coffeehouse, 1300 Broadway Street, 
NE, Salem. There is parking at the rear of the building. Enter the Coffeehouse through the doors at 
the southeast corner of the building (facing the parking lot). Take the elevator to the Mexico Room on 
the third floor.  
 
By Zoom, the link will be emailed to members twice: one day prior, and also the morning of the day of 
the meeting. The meeting starts at 7:00 PM. If you are not a Santiam Flycasters member, you can 
request the Zoom link by sending an email to santiamflycasters@yahoo.com at least one day prior to 
the day of the meeting. If you have questions, contact Tim Johnson, santiamflycasters@yahoo.com, 
503-507-8552  

unaccomplishedangler.com 

mailto:santiamflycasters@yahoo.com
mailto:santiamflycasters@yahoo.com
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/498632989982133808/
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2023 


